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WITH THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 



DONNE! the delight of Phoebus and each Mufe, 
Who to thy one all other brairu refufe; 
Whofc ev'ry work of thy molt early wit 
Came forth exarqple, and remain fo yet \ 
Longer a-knowing than moft wit* do live, 
And which no'affeetion praife enough can give; 
To it thy language* letters, art*, bell life, 
Which might with half mankind maintain a ftrlfej 
All which I mean to praife, and yet I would, 
But leave becaufe I cannot as J (hould. 

BEN. JOHNSON. 
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THE 



POETICAL WORKS 
Dr. JOHN DONNE, 

DEAN OF ST. PAUL'S, LONDON* 
VOL. I. 
CONTAINING HIS 

SATIRES AND EPITHALAMIONS. 



I will not draw the envy to engrofa 

All thy perfe&lons, or weep all our loft; 

Thofe are too num'rous for an elegie, 

And this too great to be exprefs'd by me. 

Tho' cv'ry pen mould (hare a diftinft part. 

Yet thou art theme enough to try all art. 

Let others carve the reft ; it (hall fuffice 

I on thy tomb this epitaph incife : 

Here lies a king that rul<d, a* he thought fit, 

The universal monarchy of wit : 

Here lie two foment, and both thofe the beft, 

Apollo's firft, at laft the true God's priett. 

THO. CARY. 



EDINBURG: 

AT THE 2[p0flO Jpiet*, BY THE MARTINS. 
Anno I779» 
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Dr. JOHNDONkE. 

Mr. John Donne was born in London, of good and 
virtuous parents; and though his own learning and 
other multiplied merits may juftly appear fufficient 
to dignify both him&if and his pofterity, yet the 
reader may be pleafed to know that his father was li- 
neally defcended from a very ancient family in Wales, 
where many of his name now live, that deferve and 
have great reputation in that country. 

By his mother he was defcended of the family of the 
famous andlearncd Sir Thomas More, fome time Lord 
Chancellor of England ; as alio from that worthy and 
laborious Judge Raftail, who left pofterity the vaft 
flat utes of the law of thisnation moft exa&ly abridged* 

He hadhisfirftbrecdinginhisfather'shoufe, where 
a private tutor had the care of him, until the ninth 
year of his age, and in his tenth year was fent to the 
univeriity of Oxford, having at that time a good com- 
mand both of the- French and Latin tongue. This, 
and fome other of his remarkable abilities,. made one 
give this cenfure of hkn,That this age had brought 
forth another Picus Miraudula, of whom ftory fays, 
that he was rather born ihan made wife hyiludy. 

There he remained mHart^Hall, hafting, for the 
advancement of his ftudies, tutors of feveralicicnccs 
to attend and inftni(5lhim,t ill time knade him capable, 

Afij' 



Digitized by G00gle 



VI LIFE OF DR. DONNF. 

and his learning, expreffed in public exer cifes, declared 
him worthy, to receive his firft degree in the fchools, 
which he forbore by advice from his friends, who, 
being for their religion of theRomimperfuafibn,were 
confcionably averfe to fome parts of the oath that is 
always tendered at thofc times, and hot to be refuted 
by thofe that exped the titulary honour of their ftudies. 

About the fourteenth year of his age he was tranf- 
planted from Oxford to Cambridge, where, that ho 
might receive nourifhment from both foils, he (laid 
till his fe venteenth year ; aU which time he was a moft 
laborious ftudent, often changing his ftudies, but en- 
deavouring to take no degree, for the reafbns former- 
ly mentioned; 

About the feven teehth year oflri* age he was f emo* 
vedtoLondon, and then admitted into Lincoln VInn, 
with an intent to itudy the law, where he gave great 
teltimonies ofhis wit, his learning, and of his improve- 
ment, m that profcflion, which never ferved him for 
other ufe than an ornament and felf-fatisfa&ion. 

His father died before his admiflion into thisfociety; 
and, being a merchant, left him his portion in money, 
(it was 3000 /. ) His mother, arid thofe to whole cars 
he was committed, were watchfWl to improve his 
knowledge, and to that end appointed him tutors in 
the mathematics, and all the liberal Sciences, to attend 
him; but with thefe arts they were, advifed to inftiU 
particular principles of the Romilh church, of which 
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thole tutors profeffed, tho* fecretry, themfelves to be 
members. 

They had almoft obliged him to their faith, having 
for their advantage (befides many opportunities) the 
example of his dear and pious parents, which was a 
mod powerful perfuafion, and did work much upon 
him, as he profeffeth in hisPreface to his Pfeudo-Mar- 
tyr, a book of which the reader ihaH have fome ac- 
count in what follows. 

He was now entered into the eighteenthyear Of his 
age, and aft that time had betrothed himfelf to no re- 
ligion that might give him any other denomination 
than a Chriftian ; and reafon and piety had both per- 
fuaded him that there could be no fuck fin as fchifm, 
if an adherence to feme vifible church were not ne- 
ceffary. 

He did, therefore, at his entrance into the nineteenth 
year of his age, (tho* his youth and-ftrength then pro? 
mifed him a long life) yet being snrefolved in his reli- 
gion, he thought it neceflary to rectify allfcruples that 
concerned that ; and therefore waving the law, and 
betrothing himfelf to no art or profeffion that might 
juftly denominate him, he begun to furvey the body 
of divinity, as it was then controverted betwixt the 
Reformed and the Roman church ; and as God's bleffr 
ed Spirit did then awaken him to the fearch, and in 
that induftry did never forfake him, (they be his own 
words, in his Preface to Pfeudo-Martyr) fo he calls 
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die fame holy Spirit to witnefs this proteftation, fliafc 
in that difquifition and fearch he proceeded with hu«* 
miiity and diffidence in himfelf, and by that which he 
took to be the fafeft way, namely, frequent prayers, 
and an indifferent affe&ion to both parties; and in-* 
deed Truth had too much light about her to be hid 
from fo fharp an inquirer, and he had too much inge* 
nuity not to acknowledge he had found her. 

Being to undertake this fearch, he believed the 
Cardinal Bellarmine to be*thei>eft defender of the 
Roman caufe, and therefore betook himfetf to die ex- 
amination of hisreafons. The caufe was weighty, and 
wilful delays had been inexcusable both towards God 
and his own confeience; he therefore proceeded in 
this fearch with all moderate hafte, and before the 
twentieth year of his age did (hew the then Dean of 
GJoucefler (whofe name my memory hath now loft) 
all the Cardinal's works marked with many weighty 
obfervations under his own hand, which works were 
bequeathed by him at his death as a legacy to a moil 
dear friend. ; 

The year following he refolved to travel, and the 
Earl of Effex going firft to Calais, and after die Ifland 
voyages, he took -the advantage of thofe opportuni- 
ties, waited upon his Lordihip, and was an eyc-wit- 
nefs of thofe happy and unhappy employments. 

But he returned not back into England till he had 
ftaidfome years firft in Italy, and then in Spain, where 
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Winademany nfefuibbfervitidns of thofe countries* 
their laws,; aod> manner of government, and returned' 
perfc&mvtheir ianguageK . t 
- . The binie that he fpent in Spain was at his.firll go* 
ing;ihlo kaly defigned for travelling the HolyJLand* 
and for viewing Jcrufalcm <and the fepnlehre of dun 
Saviour; but at his being in the furtheft partaof Italy, 
the diXappointment of company , or of a fafe convoy; 
or the uncertainty of returna.of money into thofe re- 
mote parts, denied himthat.happmeft, .which, he did 
often dccafionally mention with a defloration? : , • 

Not long after his return into England, thatexem-* 
plary pattern of gravity and wifdom, the -Lord Elfe-> 
more, theii Keeper of the Great Seal, and Lord Chan- 
eeUor df England, taking notice of his learning* lan« 
guages, and other abilities, andonuch affecting bis perr 
ibn and .condition, took him to be his chief Secretary* 
fuppoung and intending it to be an introduction to 
4bme more weighty employment in the ft ate ,forwbich» 
his Lordfhip did often proteft he thought him Very fit* 

Nor did his Lordfhip, in this time of Mr. Donne'* 
attendance upon him, account him to be fo much his 
fervant as to forget he was his friend ; and, to teftify it, 
did always Ufe him with much eourtefy, appointing 
him a place at his own table, to which he eft eemed 
his Company and difcourfe a great ornament. 

He continued that employment for the fpace of 
fire years, being daily ufeful, and not mercenary to, 
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bis friends ; during which time he (I dartnot iky on* 
happily )fdl info fiKhaWuqgas T with hermpprabation, 
tncreafed into a love, with * young gentleiroman that 
lived in that family, who vat. niece tathfeiiady £lfe- 
more^and daughter to Sir George Mc*6r t thcrvChan- 
cellorof the Garter, and Lieutenant of the Tower. 
, Sir George hadfbme intimation of it, ondtaow* 
ing prevention to be agreatpart ofwifdom, did there* 
lore remove her with mucbhafte from tfcatto&is own 
Iwufeat Lothefley, jn the county of Surrey ; but too 
late, by reaibnof fome faithful pronrifes, which were 
fo interchangeably pefied as- never to be violated hy 
either party. * , » >t 

- Thefe'promifes. were only known to theirnel ves, 
end the friends of both parties ufed much diligence 
and many arguments to feft or cool their arXe&ions 
to each other, but la vain; -for love is a flattering mif* 
chief* that hath denied aged and wife men afarehght 
of tfcofo evils that too often prove to be the children 
of that blind father $ a paffioo that carries us to com- 
mit error g with as much eaie as whirlwinds remove 
feathers,' and begets in us an unwearied indoftry to 
die attainment of what we defire : and iuch an indu- 
fby did, notwithftandtng much watchfoJnefs agatnft 
k, bring them fecretly together, (I forbear to tell how) 
and to a marriage too, without the allowance of thofe 
frrcndswhofe approbation always was, and ever wiUbe, 
nsceffary to make even awtuous love become lawful* 
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And thatthe knowledge of theirmarriage mig&t no* 
fell likcan unexpe&ed tcmpeft on thofc that were 
willing to have it fo, but that pre-apprehcBfions might 
make it the lefs enormous, it waspurpofely whifpered 
into the ears of many that it was ib, yet by none that 
could atteft it : but to put a period to the jealoftfka 
of Sir George, (doubt often begetting mote reftleft 
thoughts than the certain knowledge of what wefear) 
the news was in favour to. Mr. Donrie, and with ht4 
allowance made known to Sir: George by his honour- 
able friend and neighbour Henry Earl of Northum* 
berland; but it was to Sir George fo immeasurably 
unwelcome, and fo tranfported him, that, as thp ? hi* 
paflion of anger and incoofideration might exceed 
theirsoflove arid error, he pcelently engaged hi s filter, 
the Lady EHemore, to join with him to procure her 
lord to dif charge Mr. Donne of the place he held under 
his Ijordfhip.This reqweft was foilowedwith violence ; 
and tho* Sir George were remembered thafrerrors 
might be overpuniflied, and defired therefore to for* 
bear till fecond considerations might clear fome fcru** 
pies, yet he became reftlefs until his fuit was granted, 
and the punifhment executed: andtho' theLofdChan- 
eeUor did not, at Mr. DonnC's difmiffion, give him 
inch a commendation as the great Emperor Charles V* 
did of his Secretary Erafo, when he prefented him to 
his fon and fucCeffor Philip II. faying, " That in his 
" ' F.rafo he gave to him a greater gift than all his eftatei 
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!^an<f ill the kingdoms which he then refigiietFto 
^ him;" yet he faid, " he parted with a friend* am? 
** ftieh a fecretary as was fitted to fcrve a king than ar 
'•fubject." 

r And yet this phyfic of Mr. Donne's difmhTton was 
not ftrong enough to purge out all Sir George?scholer, 
for he was not fttitfied tifit Mr. Donne and his fotae 
tirae'compupil in Cambridge that married him, name**' 
hr, Samuel Brook, (who: was after do&or in divinity,- 
and mafter of Trinity College) and his brother Mr. 
Chriftopher Brook, fome time Mr. Donne's chamber- 
fellow in Lincoln VInn, who gave Mr. Donne his' 
wife, andwitrieffed) the marriage, were allconvnitted, 
and to three feveral prifons. 

« Mr. Donne was firft enlarged, wht> neither gave 
ueft to his body or brain, nor to any friend in whom* 
he might hope to have an intereft, until he had pro- 
cured an enlargement for his two imprifonedfriends. 

He wasnow at liberty , but his days were ftillcloudy ; 
and being paft thefe troubles, others did&U multiply 
upon him; for his wife was (to her extreme fbrrow) 
detained from him ; and tho% with Jacob, he endured 
not an hard fervice for her, yet he loft a good one, 
and. was forced to make good hfe title to her, and to 
getpoffeffion of her, by a long and reftlefe fair in law,* 
which proved troublefome and chargeable to him, 
whofe youth,' and travel, and needlefs bounty, had 
brought his eftate into a narrow compafs. 
4 



Digitized by G00gle 



Stft* 01 01b MVKft klii 



; It ii«fe&rad»tttdmoft tnd^d^filease' and fiubr 
miffion are channmg qualities, atid ivor iLmoft upon 
paf&ottaltc mcn>aiMMt proved/© wit* «k»€kbxgef ?/f or 
thcfe, ^nd-agmcral tcport of MK Doa^ie' taeritsy to* 
fccther frith h isj w in n in g hchavionrv( which^ when it 
wotddentidetftadrk'ftrange kind bfelegantirrefjftible 
art) thcicrand stinieohad fa difpanitinated Sic George* 
that, aathc worid had approvedfcnnaugfhteixkchoice, 
4bhe alfo could notta* feea ir»r*than •rfdinary merit 
in hit newfbn; and this- at laft anelted>hiin into fo 
flinch r entorle t (fty lose and Mgcr arc-fa aflteagues as 
to have hot and cold .fits, and low in' parents, tho' 
it may Wqudriched, yet is eafily rekindled; and ex- 
■pires not *H1 death denies mankind « jnatuf al heat) 
that ho laboured Marfon'sreftoratiotf to hkplace, ufing 
to. that endfboth has own ana hisiifter's power to 
ker lord;, hut with no fbecefs; for his anfwer was^ 
4 * Thatrtho' he was onf eignedly fbiiy for \vhat he had 
5* done, yet r it w*4 incoafiftent with his place and 
<c credit to difcharge and readmit fervants at the re-* 
.** queft of jbdfionate petitioners," 
•. Sir George's endeavour for JiHDr; Donned readmit 
fion waaby all means to he kept fecrefr: (for men do 
-more naturally reluct, for errors- than fubmit to put 
on thofc blcmiifies that attend their -wfifcde acknow- 
ledgment) -hat, however, it was not long before Sir 
-George appeared to be fo far reconciled as to wiih 
-their happmefs, and not to deny them his paternal 
Volume /. B 
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bleffing, but ^etwfaied to contrltateauiy meant that 
might condiifletcUhejr livelihood* . 
- Mr. Domw%4ftate was the, gretteft part spent iq 
many and chargeable travels, books, anddear-bought 
experience; he out of allemplcyiBehtt&at might yiel4 
a fupport for himfelf and wife, whfc Had been curi* 
oufiy and plentifaUy educated y both their natures ge» 
nerous, and ac cofto sn o d to gonfci ^indmot to receive; 
courtefies i thefe, another con#dbatipna, butchiefiy 
that his wife was to Bear a part nrfois fuffermgs, fur* 
rounded Iran with many fad thoughts, and feme ap* 
parent apprehenfioiis of want. 
• But hit forrowr were leflened, and hit wahttpre* 
vented, by thefeafonaUeconrtefy. of tbeir noble kinf* 
man Sic Francis Wotty of Pirford in Surrey , who eh* 
treated them to a cohabitation with him, where they 
remained withmoch freedom to themfelves, andcqaal 
content to him, for many year*; and at their charge 
increased, (ihe had yearly a child) fo did bis love and 
bounty. 

It hath been obfervedby wife and confidering men, 
that wealth hath feldom been the portion, and never 
the mark, to difcover good people; but that almighty 
.God, who difpofeth all things Wifely, hath, of hit a- 
bundant goodnefe, denied it (he only knows why) to 
many whofe minds he hath enriched with the greater 
bleflings of knowledge and virtne, as the fairer tefti- 
monies of his love to mankind : and this was the pro- 
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fcnt eeo^ition'rofthfe man of ibcxcetieat erudkion and 
endowments, whftfeaeatflhry anddaiiy expenfeawere 
hardly recQncilcable with his unoertairi and narrow 
efUte : whkh I mention, for that at thiatinie there 
was a moil gonenous offer toaderhaaitr the modera- 
tinge^awailffyrca&s, the dcdaration<o£ whach&ali 
he it© ocit^employmmt offiy pin* / ■": ; ' 
v ^64hatfehflp^«fttel tc-hitchiiratimfcteA«brdit; 
in ereryrlagCjiQirte foahrtwnrlto Jerrre Jtiftw ajbar at 
haygbce<bp«Qttflyarobitio<te of4o»P&gnckHn mankind ; 
a difpofiflon that isioliketo Gclditfmfelf^thatit owes 
ttfelf only £*4*k»^wl» takes a pleafofe to behold k hi 
hisereatwre^Thefetemeshe didh^withmajiy fuchj 
fome of which ftffl .tore to, he patterns of apoftoHcal 
chancy | and df more than human patience. I have fa id 
this, becatrfe Lhatfe-occafion to mention one of them 
in my following dtfcdurfe, nameJy, D«. Morton, th£ 
mod laborious and learned Bifliop of Dur ham,one that 
God hath blei^dwith'perfeel intelk<jtual9,and .a cheer- 
ful heart, at the age of ninety^four years, and is yet 
living 5 one thatf in his days of plenty* bad fo large a 
heartas to ufc bisiarge revenue tothc encouragement of 
learning and virtue, and is now (be itfpokenwithfor- 
row) reduced to a narrow eftate, which he embraces 
without repining, and ftill Ihews the beauty of his mind 
by fo liberal a hand, as if this were an age in which 
«' to-morrow were to care for kfclf*" I have taken a 
pleafnre in- giving the reader a ftort but ttuc cha- 

Bij 
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lu&er of th»good*nan, frcma whom li^e3v*d thft 
following relation. He tent to Mn Donee, and 
entreated to borrow an hour of his timer fer a tonfe- 

rencc the next day. After their meeting there was 
not many minutes :paffed before he fpake to Mr. 
Donne to this purpofe: 44 A 

" fending i 

" often revolved in my own thought fince I laft faw 
M you, which, rreverthelefs, I will not do but upon 
" this condition, that you fhali not return me- a pre- 
K lent anfwer, but forbear three days, and bellow fome 
" part of that time in falling and prayer; and after 
" a ferious confideration of what I fhall propofe, then 
H return to me with your arrfwer. Deny me not, Mr. 
" Donne, for it is the effect, of a true love, which I 
" would gladly nay as a debt due fortyo**'* to me." 
This reqwefi beiaggrauted, the D#«ftor erpreiftd him- 

fclfthn*. .:• L!-:: " " 

" Mr. Doithc, Ikfcow your *<kwaffofl and-aWlities, 
*• I knowyourexpe&ationof a ftate-ew^loyment , and 
•« IknowyonrfiT^fcritj andtfkfiow^oosthetaany 
** delays aftdeontift^Wciefltharattcnd couft promifos \ 
*« and,let me tellyou,nvyWe begot byourlongfriehd^ 
" lhip, our familiarity , andyour merits, hath prompt* 
" ed me to fuch ah inquifitlon of your prefect tempo- 
" ral eftatc, as makes me no ftranger to yo«r ncceffi- 
" ties, which are fuch as your generous fpirifi could not 
4< bear, if it were not fupported with a piou$patiencc\ 



Google 



V You know 1 have formerly perfuaded yon to wave 
** your court hopes, and enter intoholy orders, which 
" I now again perfuade you to embrace, With this* 
u reafon added to my former requeft ; the King hath 
u yiefterday made me Dean of Gloucefter, and I am 
" pofieffed of a benefice, the profits of which are equal 
*' to thofd of my deanery j I will think my deanery 
" enough for my maintenance, (who am and refoWe 

V to die a fingle man) and will quit my benefice, and 
" eftate you in it, (which the patron is willing I fhall 
" do) if God fhall incline four heart to embrace this 
" motion. Remember, Mr. Donne, no man's educa- 

V tion or parts; make him too good for this employ- 
" mcnt, which is to.be an ambauador for the God 
t( of glory, who by a vile death Opened the gates of 
** life to mankind. Make me no prefent anfwer, but 
•* remember your promife, and return to me the 
** third day with your refolution." 

At the .hearing of: this Mr. Donne's faint breath 
and perplexed countenance gave a vifible teflimony of 
an inward conflict ; but he performed his promife, 
and departed without returning an anfwer till the 
. third day, and then it was to this eifedfe : ' 
* " My mpft^Worthy and mod dear friend, force I 
"law^yto^JiUve heen faithful to my pronwfe, ami 
Vshave-ttUb t iiied^tenVmuch of yonr great kindneis; 
*' ,whichii*th been fttda at would exceed even my gra- 
";&u^ hufctbat itcannot do, and more I cannot rc- 

B iij 
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" turn you, and I da that with an heart full of humili- 
c< ty and thanks, tho' I may not accept of your of- 
(< fer : but, Sir, my refufai is not for that I dunk my* 
" felf too good for that calling, for which kings, if 
" they think fo, are not good enough ; nor for that 
" my education and learn ing r tho* not eminent, may 
" not, being afliftod with God's grace and humility, 
" render me in fome meafure fit for it ; but I dare 
" make fo dear a friend as you arc my confeiTar. -Some 
" irregularities of my life have been fo vifible to Home 
" men, that tho' I have, I thank God, made my peace 
" with him by penitential refolutions againft them, 
" and by the afiiilaoce of his grace banifhed them 
«« my affections, yet this, which God knows to be fo, 
" is not fo vifible to man as to free no from their 5 
" cenfurcs, and, it may be, that facred calling from a 
" difhonour; and, befides, whereas it is determined by 
" the beft of cafuifts, that God's glory mould be the 
" firft end, and a maintenance the fccond motive, to 
*' embrace that calling ; and tho* each man may pro- 
" pofe to hiirifelf both together, yet-the firft may not 
*' be pv-trlait witiout a violation of confcicnce^ which 
" he that feaTches the heart will judge. And truly 
V my prelSent:conditionis ; fuch^ that*4f laflt niy own 
u confluence whether it be rcconcilcable to thfcfc rule, 
" it is at this tfmccfo perplexed abebt fe,<4tt&t I call 
neithex^emyfell'noryousiBUttrweni You know; 
5 1 Sir, who 4ays> .VrHappyis that maniwhoUe con- 
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** fcienceddth not accufe him for that thing which he 
" does. " To dkefe I might add other radons that dif- 
" fnade me ; but I crave your favour that I may for-. 
" bear to cxprefs them, and thankfully decline your- 

«.***.".. 

This was hisprefent refolution; but the heart of 
nan is not in his own keeping, and he was deftined 
to this facrtd iervice by an higher hand, a hand fo 
powerful, asat laft forced him. to a compliance; of. 
which-I fhall gi?e the reader an account before I fhall: 
give a reft to my pen. 

Mr* Donne and his wife continued with Sir Francis 
Wolly till his death, a little before which time Sir 
Francis wasfb happy as to make a perfect reconcilia- 
tion betwixt Sir George and his forfaken fon and 
daughter, Sir George conditioning, by bond, to pay to 
Mr .Donne 800 /. at a certain day, as a portion with 
his wife, or OO /. quarterly for their maintenance, 
as the int«K>ft for it, till the faid portion was paid. 

Moft of thofe years that he lived with Sir Francis 
he ftu&eVt the Civil and Canon laws,in which he ac- 
quired fuch a perfie&ion as was judged to hold pro- 
t^itidA witiitnany who had nude thatitudy the em- 
ploymehf ofJlii?ei*twholelife;ii : ... . 
• $ift Prahtiis being-dead; and that happy family dif- 
foW**, Kfo ©Ofcfie took forr himfblf an houfc in Mi- 
'tH& f '4t&bit& Croydon in Suwey, a place noted for 
good air and choree company : there his wife andchil* 
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dren remained; and for hinifelf he tooklddgings ifr 
London, near to Whitehall, whither his friend* and' 
occafions drew him very -of ten, and where he waa as 
often vifited by many cf the nobility and others of 
this nation, who uled him in their counfels of greatcft' 
confideratiofa. ' 

Nor did oar own nobility only value and favour- 
him, but his acquaintance and friendship was fotighfc 
for by moil amlmffadors of foreign nations; and by- 
many other ftrangers, whofe learning or bufirtefs oc- 
cafioned their flay in this nation. , 

He was much importuned by many friends to 
make his conftant refidedce in London, but he ftill 
denied it, having fettled his dear wife and children at 
Micham, and hear fome friends that were bountiful 
to them and him ; for they, God knows, needed it t 
and that you may the better now judge of the then 
prefent condition of his mind and fortune* J jQiaU 
prefent you with an extra A, collected out of fome fc Wj 
of his many letters. 

— -— r- " And the reafon why I did not fend att 
«' anfwer to your laft week's letter jwa5*ibecaj»6f;U 
i« found me under too great a<I*dn£&; tf&tt fCfifcnf 
" 'tis thus with me : thcK is not oi* ©ftrfon biU »y-j 
«■ felf well of mf family. I have »ifc5*dfcis>& a 
" child, and with that, jftii&haece ctf ftotfsdty ,tr*fe i\ 
*' fallen intofuch a diiwtopofitte as wouldt^yfrhe* 
'* too extremely, but that the fickne&^f .all fcer 'chilj 
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dren Ihipifieaher, of one of which, hi good faith, 1 
*' har« not mnch hope; and thefe meet with a for- 
44 tnncibiB providedfor phyfic,and finch relief r that if 
«* God mot&reafeus with burials, I khow not how td 

perform* even that; bufiHattor myfelf with thi* 
** hope* that I; am dying too;! for I cannot wafte fafte* 
f thafl by Arch griefs. As fo rm , m >- • ' 

' F^^cO^if^cW*, ' *' ■* ' JOHN DONNE.'* ' 

- W ho olditomoan hitn&tf ? and thus in othet 
letteifc, - .- - ^ ■ ■ 

. liiiii Hfer we hafctty difcover a fin when it is btit 
"an omlffton offbme good, and no accufing acT: 'i 
«• with tKw-orthe former I have often fnfpeded my- 
« fetf to be overtaken 5 which is, with an over-earneft 
* defiffe'oif thd 4i#*t life: and tho* I know it is ndt 
** merely a wearinefs of thisy becaufe I had the fame* 
" deflfe whew I went with the tide, and enjoyed fair* 
er hopes than I now do, yet I dowbt worldly trou* 
hies have ittfreafed it. Tis now fpring, and all the 
94 pleafores of it dif^leafe me : every other tree blof* 
" foms, tfftd I wither; I grow older, and not better; 
44 my ftfength diminiiheth, and my load grows hea- 
vier ; ^and yet I would fain be or do fomcthing ; but 
44 that I cannot tell what is no wonder in this time of 
" my fadnefs; forto chufe is to do, but to be no part of 
" my body is as to be nothing; and fo I am, and fhall 
«*f© judge myfelf, unlefs I coidd.be fo incorporated 
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V into a part of the warld, as by bufirie&lo cafctribhtft 
" fome fuftentation to the whole. This I made ac-* 

V count; I began early when I underfhrod the ftudy 
of our laws, hut was diverted by leaving that and 
embracing the worfl: tvtohiptuoiifacfv an iydropde. 

i € immoderate defire of human learning; and laqgua* 
" ges ; beautiful o rnament s, indeed, td men of great 
<c fortunes, but mine was grown lb low as to need an 
" occupation, which 1 thought I entered well into 
" when I i ubjedcd ntffeif to fuch afertfce at \ ttoqgh t 

might exercife my poor abilities ; and there lihmv* 
*< bled, and: fell too; and now 1 am bccow fo little, 

or fuch a nothing* that I am not a fub)e<& good 
'* enough for one -of my own letters ^ j -l few my 
" prefent difcontent doe's not proceed from a good 
!« root, that I am fo well content to be nothing, that 
*' is, dead. But, Sir, tho' my fortune hath made mo 

fuch, as that I am rather a fieknefs or a difeafe of 

the world than any. part of it, andtherefore neither 
?* love it nor life, yet. I would gladly live to become 
*• fome fuch thing as you ihould not repent loving* 
* c me. Sir, your own foul cannot be more zealous of 
* * your good than I am ; end God , who lbves that zeal 
" in me, will not fuffer 'you to doubt it. You would 
" pity me now if you faw me write, for my pain hath 
" drawn my head fo mueh awry, and holds k fo, that 
*' my eye cannot foUow my pen. I therefore receive 

V you into my prayers. with mine own weary foul^ 
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ai& comm ent myftff to yoswV, Id&ubt not but 
* neat jutedc will bring y<m.Jgood:ti0WSy for i have 
" cither sheading or dying ^myiide: but if I da 
" continue longer thus* I Hiall have comfort in this^ 
H thatmy Untied Saviour, in ocercifing hk juftice up- 

on myttwo worldly ports, my fortune aiidmy body; 
!'refc*ve* allins mercy for that which- moil: need* ii; 

my foah that ivl doubt, Oowiikca porter, which 
** i* very oftene near thi gate* and yet goes not out. 
f 4 Sir, I prt>f«fa to yon truly that my loathnefs to give 
*' over writing smwfeems tamyfelf afign that I fliaU 
"write no m o n o. . , , 

tfour poor friend, and God 1 * poor patient, 

i *«i7«, i JOHN OONNE.^ 

< By this yon have fcena part of thept'e^ureof hisnar** 
row for tofK , and the perplexities pf hiagenerons niindy 
ftnd thmtocontinued with hknior. about two years, 
all which timet hit family remained eonflantly at Mi* 
cham* add to which place he often .retired himfcKj 
and deftined fomc days to a oonftant ftudy of fome 
points of contrbverfy betwixt the £nglHh and Roman 
church, and efpeciaUy tbufe of fopremacy and allegi* 
ance; and to that place, andiuch (Indies, he could 
willingly have wedded himfclf during has life : but 
the earneft pcrfoafion of friends became at laft to bd 
So powerful as to caufe the rembval of himfelf and 
family to London, where Sir Robert Drewry, a gen* 
$ieinan of very noble eftate, and a more liberal mind, 



Digitized by G00gle 



•ffigned him a very cMe and nfcml AttiuVcentlfre** 
next to his own* in Dr*ry .Lane ) and waa.alao a che* 
rtfher of hit ftudie*> and fuch a friend as rympaihi* 
jcd with him and hia in all their joy ajuMomwe. * 

Many of the nobility were watchful andiohoitenre 
to the King for acme fecular preferment soriimshis 
Majefty hadibfmerlpfepth known and pot a Take 
upon his company^ aui had alio gbnwhim fame hopes 
of a ftate empioyiaent, being, aiwaya much frieafed 
when Mr .Donne attended him, e%cciaUyarhjilmea1s^ 
where there were nfuaUy .many daap ^jfcotm£a« of 
general learning, and very oftan friendly okhatet or 
difputes of religion betwixt hit Majefty andthofc di* 
Vines whole places required their attendance oft him 
at thole tima^ fwniarwarly the Dtauof toe Chafel, 
ivho then was JKlhop Montague, the pubhfeer of the 
learned and eloquent works of his Majefty,. and the 
moll reverend Dr. Andrews, the late karne&Hifhap 
pf Winchefter* who then was the King's Almoner. . 

About this time there grew many difputes: that 
concerned the oath of lnpremacy and aUegtance, in 
which the King had appeared and engaged hrmfelf 
by his public writings now extant; and hit Majefty da* 
conrung with Mr.Donnc concerning many of there** 
fobs which are ufually urged againflthetajdngof thofe 
oaths, apprehended fuch a validity, aad clearnefs in 
his ftating the queftions, and his anfweri to them, 
(hat his Majefty commanded him to heftowfome time 
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In drawing the arguments into a method, and then 
Wite his anfwers to them; and having done that, 
pot to fend, hat be hitown meflenger, and bring them 
to him. To this he. prefently applied himfelf, and 
within fix weeks brought them to him under his own 
tiand-writkig, as they b©uow printed, the book bear* 
lag the name of Pfctfdo-Mattyr. 

When the King had read and confidcred that book, 
lie perfuaded Mr. Donne to enter into the miniftry* 
to which at that time he was and appeared very -ton* 
Vfitting, apprehending It (ftwh was hismifUking mo- 
4efty) to be too weighty for his abilities; and though 
,hia Majefty had promifed ttim a favour, and many 
perfons of worth mediated with his Majefty for feme 
tfecular employment for him, to which his educa- 
tion had apted him, and particularly the Earl of 
Somerfet, when in lus^height of favour, who being 
then at Theobald's with the King, where one of the 
Clerks of the Council died that night, and the Earl 
having fent for Mr. Donne to come to him imme- 
diately, faid, " Mr. Donne, to teftify the reality of 
" my affection, and my purpofe to prefer you, (lay 
*' in this gardentkl I go up to the King and bring you 
" word that you-are Clerk-of the Council : doubt not 
" my doing this, for I know the King loves you, and 
'* * will not deny me. " But the King gave a pofitive de- 
nial to all requefts ; and, having a difcerning fpirit, re- 
plied, " I know Mr. Donne is a learned man, has the 

Folumel. . Q 
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• < abilities of a learned divine, and will prove* pcrtftf 
«« erful preacher, and my defire is to prefer himthat 
" way." After that time, as he profeflfeth *, the King 
defcended to a perfuafipn, almoft -to a foli citation, of 
him to enter into fa«red«rders> whkh tho' he the* 
denied not, yet he deferred it for ahnoft three years} 
all which time he applied himfetf to an inceffantftndy 
of textual divinity, and to the attainment of a grea- 
ter perfection in the leaned languages, Greek and 
Hebrew. r 
In the' firft and- mod Mefted times of Chriftiankyy 
when the- clergy were looked- upon with reference, 
and deferred it ; when they overcame their oppofers 
by high examples of virtue,- by a blefled patience and 
leng-wifering, thofe : only were then judged worthy 
the miniftry whofe quiet and meek fpirits did make 
them look upon that facred catting with an humble 
adoration, and fear to undertake it, which indeed re* 
quires fuch great degrees o&humility, and labour, and 
care, that none but fuch were then. thought worthy 
of that celeftial dignity; and fuch. only were, then 
fought out, and Solicited fco undertake it: this I have 
mentioned, becaufe forwardnefs and inconfideratiozl 
could not in Mr Donne, as in many others, be an ar* 
gumentof inrafficiency enirafitnefe; lor he hadconfi*- 
dcred long, and had many ftrifcs within himfclf con- 
cerning the ftri&nefs of life and competency of learn*, 
ing required in fuch. as outer- into (acred orders; and^ 
* * In his book of Devotions. 
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foubtlcfs, confidering- his own demerits, did humbly 
alk QoAi with St. Pat>l, Wludrd, who is fufficient for 
^.liheffe things?" and, witH mtsekMo&s, "Lord, who 
!* ani r f " And fitrc if hehadrcoitfuited with^flefli and 
Modd he had notpdt his hand to that holy plough." 
But God, who h able <d (prevail, wteftled with him, 
astKefengel did' with jfattob^ aifttoharkcd him ; marked 
him for his cfwn ; mjirJktdlrixft with a bleffing ; a blefft 
in$ ofbbedifence to threirootimw of his blotted Spirit ; 
arid then, as he-had focmerlftdked God, with Mofes* 
« c Wh'oam IV* ib-notf, being infpircd with an appre^ 
henffon. of XJod's partjc»lat^»erey to him* ic tho 
Bang's and others* folicitations of him, he came. r<J£ 
aft King David's thankful queftion, " Lord, who &m 

I, that thou art fottikidful of me?" fo mindful of 
the, as -to lead -me for -more than forty years through 
this wildernefe of the many temptations and various 
turnings of a dangerous life, ^fo merciful to me, as to 
move the learnedeft of kings to dtrfcend to move mo 
to ferve at thy altar; fowierciful to ifle, m at laft to 
move: my heart -to embrace this holy motion : thy 
motions LwiH and do embrace ; and I now fay, with 
the Wcfled Virgin, " Be it with thy fervflnt as feem- 
•« eth heft in thy -fight :" and fo, bleffed Jefu*, I do 
take the cup of falvaf ion, and will call upon thy name, 
and will preach thy gofpel. 

Such ftrifes as tbefe St. Auftin had when St. Am-r 
Jbrojfc endeavoured his convcrfion to Chriftianityj 

Cij 
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with which he confeffeth hie acquainted his Friend 
Alipius. Our learned AuUibr (a man fit to \rrite ai* 
ter no mean copy) did the like; and declaring his in- 
tentions to his dear Mend Dr: King, then Bifhop <ft 
London, a man famdui-ih Ws; generation, and ttd 
ftrangcr to Mr. Donned abiHtics, (for (he had beed 
chaplain to the Lord Chancellor at the time of Mr, 
Donne's being his Lordmip^fecretary)thatr e feieutI 
man did receive the mwepvtfth nauch gladntefe; and 
after feme expreffionsof joyyand a perfuafianltoba 
conftant in his pious purpofc, he proceeded wHK all 
convenient fpced, to' ordain him: both Deacon and 

prieft. - " - v: V • • > - i 

> • • Now the Englifh fchurch had gained a fecond St; 
Auftin, for I think none Was fo Kke him before his 
eonverfion ; none fo Hke St. Ambrofe after it*; and if 
his youth had the infirmities of the one, his age Had 
the excellencies of the other, the teaming and boBnefi 
ofboth. i . 

< And now a H his ftndtefr, which had been occafibn* 
a% diSnfed, were aif concentred in divinity: now 
ho had a^iew calling,' mrw 'thoughts, and anew em* 
ployment for his wi* a*d eloquence : now atf his 
earthly affections were changed into divine love, and 
all the faculties of his own foul were engaged in the 
converfion of others, in preaching the glad tidings 
of remiffion- to repenting finners, and peace to each 
troubled foul ; to thefe he applied himfelf with all 
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c£re and diligence : and now fuch a change warf 
wrought in him, that he could fay with David, " Ch I 
" how amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord God of 

hoftsl" Now he declared openly, that when he 
required a temporal God gave him a fpiritual bleiT- 
ing; and that he was now gladder to be a door-* 
keeper in the houfe of God than he could be to en* 
joy. the nobleft of all temporal employments. 

Prefently after he entered into his holy profeffioa 
the King fent for him, and made him his chaplain in 
ordinary, and promifed to take a particular care for. 
his preferment. 

. And though his long familiarity with fcholars, and 
perfons of greatefk quality, was fuch as might have 
given fome men boldnefs enough to have preached to> 
any eminent auditory, yctjhismodeity in this employ* 
xnent was fuch, that he could not be perfuaded to it,- 
but went, ufually accompanied with fome one friend, 
to preach privately in fome village not far from Lon-. 
don, his firft fermon beingpreached at Paddington : 
this he ctf4 till his Majefty fent and appointed him a 
day to preaih to him at Whitehall, and though much 
were expected from him, both by his Majefty and 
others, yet he was fo happy, which few arc, a?? to fatif* 
fy and exceed their expectations, preaching the word 
fo, as Ihewed his own heart was poffefled with thofe 
very thoughts and joys that he laboured to inftill into 
others : a preacher in earned, werping fomctimes for 

Ci'ij 
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his auditory, fometimes with them; always preach* 
ing to himfelf , like an angel from a cloud, hut m none % 
tarrying fome, as St. Paul was, to heave* in holy 
raptures, and enticing othcrsby a facred art and court- 
fhip to amend their lives; here picturing a vice fo as 
to make it ugly to thofe that pra<ftifed it, and a virtue 
fo as to make it be beloved even by thofe that loved 
it not ; and all this with a. moft particular grace andt 
an inexpreflible addition of comehnefs. 

Theremay be fome that may incline to think (fuck 
indeed as have not heard him) that my affe Aion to 
my friend hath tranfported me to an immoderate 
commendation of his preaching : if this meets with 
any fuch, let me entreat, though I will omit many; 
yet that they will receive a double witnefs for what 
I fay, it being attefted by agentleman of worth, (Mr* 
Chidley, a frequent hearer ©this fermons) being part 
of a funeral eulogy writ by him on Dr. Donne, and * 
known truth, though it be in verfe. 

— — Each attar bad his fire— — 
He kept hi* love*, but not hi* objc&»; wit 
He did not banifh, but tranfplantcd it; 
Taught It hi* place and ufe, and brought It home 
To piety, which it doth belt become — 
Tell me, had ever pleafurc fuch a drefs r 
Have you known crimes fo flxap'd? or lovelinefa 
Such a* his lips did clotha religion in? 
Had not reproof a beauty parting fin ? 
Corrupted Nature forrow'd when fhe ftood 
So near the danger of becoming good, 
And wilh'd our fo iuconJlant ears exempt 
From piety that had fuch pow»r to tempt. 
Did not his fnered flattery beguile 
Kan to amend ?— — 
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More of this,and more witneffes, might be "brought ; 
but I forbear, and return* 

That fummer, in the very fame month in which 
he entered into facred orders, and was made theKing's 
chaplain, his Majefty then going hisprogrefs, was en* 
treated to receive an entertainment in the univerfity 
of Cambridge; and Mr. Donne attending his Maje- 
fty at that time, hisMajefty wa&pleafed to recommend 
him to the Univerfity, to be made Doctor in Divini* 
ty. Dr. Harlhet (after Archbifliop of York) was 
then Vice-Chancellor, who knowing him to be the 
author of that learned book the Pfeudo-Martyr, re- 
quired no other proof of his abilities, but propofed it 
totheUniverfity, whoprefently affented, and exprefl-i 
ed a gladnefs that they had fuch an occafion to entitle 
him to be theirs. 

His abilities and induftry in his profeflion were fo 
eminent, and he fo known and fo beloved by perfons- 
of quality, that Within the firft year of his entering 
into facred orders he hadfourteen advowfonsof feve- 
ral benefices prefented to him ; but they were in the 
country, and he could not leave his beloved London, 
to which place he had a natural inclination, having 
received both hi* birth and education in it, and there 
contra&ed a friendlhip With many whofe converfa- 
tion multiplied the joys of his life ; but an employ- 
ment that might affix him td that place would be 
welcome, for he needed it. •« 
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Immediately after his return from Cambridge his. 
wife died, leaving him a man of an unfettled eftate*.* 
and (having buried five) the careful father of feten 
children then living, to 'whom he gave a voluntary* 
aflurance never to bring them under the fubje&ion 
of a ftcproother* which promife he kept moft faith- 
fully, burying with his tears all his earthly joys in 
his moft dear and deferving wife's grave, betaking: 
himfelf to a moft retired and folitary life 1 .. 
; In this retirednefs, which was often from the fight 
©f his denreft friends, he became crucified to the 
world, and all thofe vanities, thofe imaginary plea- 
ftires, that are daily acted On that reftlefs ftage, and 
they crucified to him. Nor is it hard to think (feeing 
paifions may be both changed and heightened by ac- 
cidents) but that that abundant affection which ones 
was betwixt him and her, who had long been the Re- 
light of his eyes* the companion of his youtHi he* 
with whom he had divided fo many pleafant forrow% 
and contented fears, as common people are not capa- 
ble of; Ihe being now removed by death, a commea- 
(urable grief took as full a poffefiion of him as joy had 
done i and A> indeed it did ; for now his very foul was 
elemented of nothing but fadnefs; now grief topk fo 
full a.poflefiipn of his heart as to leave no place for 
joy ; if it divl, it was a joy to be alone, where, like a 
f ejican in the wildernefs, he might bemoan himfel£ 
without witnefs or reftraint, and pour forth his paf- 
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% might have the dettoerof ~niy heart ! oh that Gdd 
M would grantthethili^thdcHoingior !" :ftgtf then?ot 
the grave is become' her hdifcy fo I would* hafteAeo 
make ft^inealft)^** that we mo mighftthere make 
* xnirbeds together ftnihe4srk. ,,, ThB8, ^die«ftw^ 
ices fcweinoUrniiigliy tboriwers of Babylon;wliewtfHJ5* 
seWmbered S ion, foh<f$avo fame eafe to W*oj>p**ff.i 
tdheart by thus veil tifft^ bis forrows: thuslhe hegart 
the day and ended tke night ? ended the reftfefs night 
Mid began the weajy day fiUamentations* and thtti 
he continued till a &>nfideratfon of his new engage- 
ments to God, and St, Paul's "Woe is unto me if I 
preach not the gofpet," difperfed thofe fed cioida 
that had now benighted his hopes, and forced him to 
behold the light. v ^ ' — ri. >\ 

Hi* firft motion ntomhis boufc was to preach where 
his beloved wife lay buriedjin SL Clement's church, 
near Temple-BarV fcoaidod ? and ; his text was a 1>art 
of the prophetjeremy's Lamentation, " L*> lam thd 
f* mail that have few afflic^on; M '* 
: And indeed his very woris and looks teftified fclmi 
to he truly fuch a man ; and they, with die addition) 
of hiefighs and tears, eiprefled kt his fermon, did fo 
work upon the affections of his hearers as melted and 
moulded them into a companionable fadnefs, and fo 
they left the congregation : but then their houfes pre- 
sented them with object of diverlion, and his pre* 
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fcnttd him with no diverfions, But with frdh objeeH 
ferrow, in beholding, many helpiefe children*' a* 
narrow fortune, and a confideretion of the many cared* 
and casualties that attetid their dducatiort . U 
• Id this time of fadttf fehe was- importuned by the. 
gmsfBctochers of Lroram talmvonce the fritfndaof 
bit ^CMthvto accept of iheir.le6ure>whkhby tcafoot 
of Dr. GaCa3eer*s removal irom thence was then.vaid* 
of which* he accepted, bein£ moftglad to renew tua 
iq^rmhtCd friendfhip wkh thofc whom he fo much 
loved^ and where he hadbeeUtaSauK though not to; 
perfecute Christianity* or. to deride it, yet in hiairre^ 
gular youth to neglect the vifible practice of it, there 
t6 become a Patd, and preach falvation to his beloved 
brethren. 

And now his life was as a mining Jight axftoftg hi* 
old friends: now he gave an ocular teftimony of the 
{h-ictnfefs and regularity of it : now he might fay, as 
ft, Paul advifeth his Corinthian*, f Be ye followers 
V fcf me, as I follow Chriffc, and walk as ye have roe 
44 for an example;*' 1 not the example of a bufyrbodyj 
fcutiof a contemplative, aharmlef*,an humble, and an 
holy life and converfation. 

< The love of that noble fociety was eiprefled to him 
tnany ways; for betides fair lodgings that were fet 
apart and newly rurniihedfor him with all necefiaries* 
other courtefies were dally added; indeed fo many* 
«?dfo freely, as if they meant their gratitude ihoul4 
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Ixceed his merits; and in thislove-ftrife of defer* and 
liberality they continued for the fpace of two years', 
Jie preaching faithfully and conftantly to them, and 
ihey liberally requiring him* About which jicbe the 
JEmperor of Germany died, and the PaUgrave,' who 
had lately married the Lady Elizabeth, the King's 
only daughter, wad elected and crowned king of Bo* 
hernia, the unhappy beginning of many miferies in 
that nation. ,r 

King James, whofe motto, Beat* ' pacific^ did truly 
fpeak the very thoughts of his heart, endeavoured firft 
to: prevent, and after to compofe, the difcords of thai 
difcompofedftafce ; and,araongflothe£hisendcavoursv 
did then fend the Lord Hay, Earl of Doncafter, Jus 
ambaflador to thofe uniettled princes; and, by afpe* 
cial command from his Majefty, Dr. Donne was ap- 
pointed to afiift and attend that employment to the 
princes of the union; for which the Earl was moil 
glad, who had always put a great value on him, and 
taken a great pkafure in his cbnverfation and dif* 
courfe; and his friends of Lincoln Visa were as glad; 
for they feared that his immoderate ftudy, and fadneff 
for his wife's death, would, as Jacob faid, make his 
days few, and, refpecting his bodily health, evil too | 
and of this there were fome vifible figns. 

At his going he left his friends of Lincoln VInn, 
and they him, with many reluctations; for though he 
could not &y, as St. Paul to hisEphefians, " Behold* 
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f ' you to whom I have preached the kingdom of Od| 
f. 4 Ihallfrom henceforth fee my lace no more/' yet he> 
bclieying hknfelf to be in* conf amption, queftionedt 
-and *hey feared if; all concluding that his troubled 
oun<k' with the help of his iwintermitted J&udxej, 
Jiafteaedthe decays of hia weak body. God turned it 
to the ieft? for this employment (to lay nothing of 
the £ vent of it) did not only dirert him from thafe 
too ferious ftudies and fad thoughts, but feemed to 
g£ve hub a new life, J>y a true t>oeafion of joy, to be an 
tye-Wknefs of the health of his moft dear and mod 
honoured miftrcfs, the Queen of Bohemia, in a fo# 
reign* nation, and to be a witnefs of that giadnefs 
»hichiheiexprefled to fee him, who having formerly 
•known.him a: courtier, was much joyed to fee him 
in a .canonical habit, and more glad to be aa ear* 
witnefs iof his excellent and. powerful preaching; * 
; About fourteen moritns. after his departure out of 
England he returned to his friends of Lincoln VInn 
withhis forrows moderated, and his hcaltbimproved, 
and there betook himfeif to his conftant courfe of 
preachifag. 

: ' About a year after hia return oat of Germany Dr. 
(Qaryi was made Bifhop of Exeter, and by his removal 
f heDeanery of St. Paul's being vacant, theKing lent to 
Br. Bonne, and appointed him to attend him at dinner 
the next day. When his Majefty was fate down, before 
tie had ate any meat, he laid, after his pleaf ant manner, 
3 
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Dr. Donne, I have invited you to dinner ; and tho' 
M you fit not down with ime, yet I wjll carve to you of 
" a difh that I know yon love well; for knowing you 
" love London, I do therefore make you Dean of 
*' Paul's; and when I have dined, theti do you take 
"your beloved dHh home- to your ftudy; fey-grace 
" there to yourfelf, and much good may. it do you." 

Immediately after he came to his deanery he em- 
ployed workmen to repair and beautify the chapel, 
fuffering, as holy David once vowed,' hist eyes and 
-temples to take no reft till Jie had firft beautified the 
houfeofGod. - 
. The next quarter following, when his fatherrin- 
law, Sir George Moor, (whom time had made^ lover 
and admirer of him) came to pay to him the condition- 
ed fum of twenty pounds-, he rcfufed to receive it, and 
faid, as good Jacob did, when he beard^his beloved 
fon Jofeph was alive, " It is enough;" you have been 
kind to me and mine : I know yourprefent condition 
isfuch as not to abound; and I hope mine is or will 
.be fuch as not to need it : I will therefore receive no 
more from you upon that contract ; and in teftjmony 
of it freely gave him up his bond. 
" Immediately after his admiflion into his deanery 
the vicarage of St. Dunftan-in-the-Weft,London> fell 
t to him by the death of Dr. White, the advOwfon of 
it having been given to him long before by his ho- 

FoIumeL D 
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noaraWe friend Richard Earl of Dorfet, then th& 
patron, and confirmed by his brother, the late de*» 
tdafed Edward, both of them men of much honour. 

By thefe, and another eccleiiaftical endowment, 
which fell to him about the fame time, given to hint 
formerly by the Earl of Kent,iie was enabled to be* 
come charitable to the poor, arid kmd to his friend?, 
and to makefucfi provifion for his children, that they 
were not left fcandalous, as relating to their or his 
profeffion and quality. 

*fhe ne*t parliament, which was within that pre* 
fent year, he was chofen Prolocutor to the Convoca- 
tion ,and about thattime was appointed by hisMajefty, 
his moft gracious m after, to preach very many occar 
-fional fermons, as at St. Paul's Crofs, and other places; 
all which employments he performed to the admira- 
tion of the teprefentattoe body of the whole clergy of 
this nation. 

He was oner, and but once, clouded with theKingV 
difpleafttre, and it was about this time, which was oc- 
c&fidned by fome malicious whirperer, who had tohl 
his Majefty that Dr. Donne had pnt on the general 
humour of the pulpits, and was become bufy in insi- 
nuating a fear of the King's inclining to Popery, and 
• a diflike of his government ; and particularly for his 
then turning the evening ledures into catechifing r 
and expounding the Prayer of our Lord, and of the 



Digitized by G00gle 



XJZZ Of UK. XkOMNtt* TTXJ& 

Belief and Commandments. His Majejfep was the 
more inclinable to believe this, for that a perfon ©| 
nobility and greatnote, betvviitwhom and J)r. Donno 
there had been a great friendihip, was at this very 
time difcarded the court, (I lhali forbear his name, 
tmlcfr I had a fairer oecafian) and jujCbly committed 
to prifon, which begot many rumours in the oomr 
mon people, who in this natmn think they are. ndfc 
wife unlefs they be bufy about what they underftand 
imt, and efpeciaUy about religion. 

The King received this news with Jb. muchdiicoon 
tent and refileimefs, that he would notiu&r the iim 
to fet and leave him under this doubt, but fent for JDfc*. 
£)onne, and required his anfwex to the wct&ttfn, 
which was fo dear and fetisfa&ary, that the Jfojig{*i4 
*< he was right gladhe relied no longer under the fafr 
*' picion." When the King had faid this* Dr. Donne* 
kneeled down and thanked his Majefty,andproteAe4 
his anfwer was faithful andiree from aJLcoUufion, and 
therefore defired that he might not rife till, as in 1&« 
cafes he always had from God, £3 he might have 
from his Majefty, fame afiurance that he /flood clear 
and fair in his opinion. Then the King : railed him 
from his knees with hk own hands, anfl protefted 
he believed him; and that he knew he was aiv hone ft 
man, and doubted not but that he loved hhn truly j 
and having thus d^mified him, he called feme, lord*. 
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of nis council into his chamber, and faid, with muck 
earneftnefsr, " My Doctor is an honeft man ; and, my 
" Lords, I was never better fatasfied with an anfwer 
** than he hath now made me ; and I always rejoice 
" when! think that by my means he became a divine." 

He was made Dean the fiftieth year of his age, and 
m his fifty-fourth year a dangerous ficknefs feized 
him, which inclined him to a confumption ; but God, 
as Job thankfully acknowledged, preferred hisfpirit, 
and kept his intellectualSas clear and perfect as when 
that ficknefs firft feized his body : but it continued 
long, and threatened him with death, which he dread- 
ed not. 

In this diftemper of body his dear friend Dr. Henry; 
King, then chief refidentiary of that church, and late 
Bifhop of XShichefter, a, man generally known by the 
clergy of this nation, and as generally noted for his 
obliging nature, vifited him daily; and obferving that 
his ficknefs rendered his recovery doubtful, he chofe 
a feafonabie time to fpeak to him to this purpofe. 

•* Mr. Dean, I am, by your favour, no flranger to 
" your temporal efiate, and you are no flranger to 
** the offer lately made us for the renewing a leafe of 
'« the beft prebends corps belonging to our church; 
" and you know it was denied, for that our tenant, 
** being very rich, offered to fine at fo low a rate as 
" held not proportion with his advantage's; but I will 
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** either raife him to an higher fum, or procure that 
44 the other refidentiaries (hall join to accept of what 
44 was offered : one of thefe I can and will, by your fa- 
44 vour, do without delay, and without any trouble 
44 either to your body or moid : I befeechyou to ac- 
44 cept of my offer, for 1 know it will be a confider- 
44 able addition to your prefent eftate, which I know 
"needs it." 

To this, after aihort name, and raifiog bimfelf upon 
his bed, he made this reply. 

84 My moJft dear friendi I rooft humbly thank you 
44 for your many favours, and this in particular ; but 
44 in my prefent condition I Audi not accept of your 
44 propofal, for, doubtk&, there is fuch a fin as facri- 
44 lege; if there were not, it could not have a name 
44 in Scripture i and the primitive clergy were watch- 
".ful againfl all appearances of chat evil; and indeed 
" then all Chriftians looked upon it with horror and 
44 dcteftation, judging.it to be even an open defiance 
44 of the power and providence of almighty God, and 
" a fad prefage of a declining religion.. But inftead of 
44 fuch Chriftians, who had £ele&ed times fet apart to 
44 faft and pray to God for a pious clergy, which 
44 they then did obey, our times abound with, men 
44 that are bufy and litigious about trifles, and church- 
44 ceremonies, and yet fo far from fcrupling facri- 
44 lege, that they make not fo much as a quere what 

JDiij 
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" it is; but I thank God I have ; and dare not notfr 
" upon my fick-bed, when almighty God hath made. 
" me ufelefs to the fervice of the church, make any 
«* advantages out of it : but if he fhall again reftore 
4 « me to fuch a degree of health as again to ferve at 
" his altar, I mall then gladly takethe reward which 
«< the bountiful benefa&orsdf this church have de- 
" figned me; for, God knows, my children and rela- 
" tions will need it; in which /number my mother 
" (whofe credulity and charity Has contracted a very 
" plentiful to a very narrow eflate) muft not be for- 
" gotten. But, Dr. King, if I recover not, that littfc 
" worldly eftate that I ihalUeave behind me (that 
" very little, when divided into eight parts) muft, if 
** you deny me not fo charitable afavour,f all into your 
*« hands, as my moft iaithful friend and executor, of 
" whofe care and juftice I make no more doubt than 
" of God's bleffing on that whichi have confeien- 
" tioully collected for them ; but it fhall not be aog- 
«< mented on my fick-bed ; and this I declare to be my 
" unalterable refolution." 

The reply to this was only a promife to obferve his 
requeft. 

Within a few days his dsftempers abated; and as his 
ftrength increafedfo did his thankfulnefe to almighty 
God, teftified in his moft excellent book of Devotions; 
whidihe publifhed at his recovery; inwhichthe reader 
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may fee the moftfecret thoughts that then poffeffed 
his foul paraphrafed and made public; a book that 
may not unfitly be called a Sacred Picture of Spiritual 
Ecftafies, occaiioned andappliable to the emergencies 
of that fteknefs : which book, being a competition of 
meditations, difquifitions, and. prayers, he writ on 
hisfick-bed, herein imitating the holy patriarchs, who 
were wont to build their altars in that place where 
they had received their bkflings. 
- Tbis ficknefs brought him fo near to the gates- of 
death, and he faw the grave fo ready to devour him, 
thathcwouldofrenfayhisrecoverywasfupernatural; 
but that God that then reftored his health continued 
it to him till the fifty-ninth year of his life ; and then, 
hi Auguft 1630, being with his eldeft daughter j 
Mrs. Harvey, at Aburyhatch in EfTex, he there fell 
into a fever, which, with the help-of his conftant infir- 
mity, (yapours from the fpleen ) haftened him into fo 
vifiblc a confumption, that hishcholders might fay, 
as St. Paul of himfelf, " Hedies daily andhemight 
fay, with Job, " My welfare pafleth away as a cloud; 
" the day* of my affliction have taken hold of me, and 
" weary nights are appointed for me.' ' 

Redder, this ficknefs continued long, not only 
weakening but wearying him fo much, tfiat my de- 
fire is he may now take fome reft ; and that, before I 
fpeak of his death, thou wilt n*t think it an impertw 
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sent ctigre&on t» lode back with me upon fome ob* 
fcrvations of his life, which, whilfl a gentle fhtmbcr 
gives reft to his fpiriti, may, I hope, not unfitly exer* 
cife thy confideration. 

His marriage was the remarkable error of his life* 
an error which, though he had a wit able and very 
apt to maintain paradoxes, yet he was very far from 
juftifying k ; and though his wife's competent years, 
and other reafons, might be joftly urged to moderate 
fevere cenfures, yet he would occafionally condemn 
himfelf for it : and doubtlefs it had been attended with 
an heavy repentance, if God had not blefled them with 
fo mutual and cordial affe&iam as, in the midft of 
their fufierings, made their bread of forrow tafte more 
pleafantly than the banquets of dull and low-fpirited 
people. 

The recreations of his youth w*re poetry, in which 
he was fo happy as if Nature, and all her varieties* 
had been made only to exercife his (harp wit and high 
fancy ; and in thofepieces which were facetioufly com* 
pofedandcarelefslylcattered(moft of them being writ- 
ten before the twentieth year of his age) it may ap- 
pear, by his choice metaphors, that both Nature and all 
the arts joined to affift him with their utmoft (kill. 

It is a truth that, in his penitential years, viewing 
fomcof thofe pieces tooloofelyfcattered in his youth, 
be wtfbed they had been abortive, or fo fliort livqd 
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that his* own eyes had-wkneffifod thtir funerals; but 
thoiigfc he was no friend to* them, he was not fo fallen 
out with heavenly poetry as4o$orfake that; no, not 
in his declining age, witnefled then by many Divine 
Sonnets, and other highy holy, and harmonious com- 
£ofares; Yea, even on his former fick-bed he wrote 
an Hymn to God the Father, expreffing the great jay: 
that then poflefled his fout in the aflurance of God'r 
favour-to. him. ',.::!;, , 

I have the rather mentioned this Hymn, for that 
he caufed it to be fet to amoft grave andfolemn tune, 
and to be often fring to the organ by the chorifters o£ 
St. Paul's church, in his own hearing, efpecially at 
the evening fcrvice ; and at his return frorti his cufto- 
mary devotions in that place tdidoccafionally fay to a 
friend, " The words' of this^Hymn have reftored to> 
" me the fafme thoughts otjoy that pofieffed my foul 
"in my ficknefs when fccbmpofied it;" and " Othe 
" power of church mafic! that , harmony added to it 
" has raifed the affedibnsbf my heart, and quickened 
" my graces of zeal and gratitude; and I obferve 
<?*hatl always return from paying this public duty of 
" prayer and praife to God with anunexpreffibletran- 
qulllity of mind, and a willingnefs to leave* the 

After this manner did the difciples of our Saviour, 
and the bcffc of Chrtflians in thofe ages of the church 
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near eft to his time^olfetheirpiaufes toalmighry Godi 
and the reader of St, Augu&ne's life may there find, 
that towards his difioiuiifiD fee wept abundantly that 
die enemies of Chriftianity had broke in upon them* 
and profaned and ruined their fiin<5kuwies, and he* 
caufe their public hymasand bads were loft out o£ 
their churches. And after this manner have many dc- 
tout ibula lilrted up theur hanxi»» and offered accept 
able facrifices unto almighty God where Or. Donne, 
offeredhis. , . 

, Before I proceed, fugther, Lthiak fit to inform thei 
reader, thatnot lon£ beiarelu^death hneaufeUo he 
drawn a figure of the body ©friQhrift extended npon 
an anchor, like tbtift whichrpaint^n draw when/they 
would p relent ua witJbt thttpi$ure of Chri& crucified 
an the crofs, hia varying no atherwife than to affix 
him to an anchor ( theembkmof hop&) : this he earned 
to h<- drawn in little, and then many of thofe figures, 
thus drawn, to be engraven very f mall in hahtroptan 
ftonea, and fet in gold; and. of thefe he feut bomany 
of his deareft friends*, to be.ufed as feals or rings, 
and kept as menMunalsxif him, and of Jiis afie&ioiLta 
them., 

: His dear friends and benefactors, Sir Hearjf Goo- 
dier and Sir Robert Dre wry , could not be of that ©um- 
ber; nor could the I*dy Magdalen Herbert, the mo- 
ther, of George Herbert, for they had pntofmorta* 
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h'ty, and taken pofldffion of /the grave before hint; 
bat Sir Henry Wotton and Dr. Hall, the then (late 
decealed) Bifhop of Norwich, were ; and fo were Dr. 
Duppa, Bifliop of Saliibary, and Dr. Henry King; 
Bifhop of ehichefter, lately deccsfed* men in whom, 
there was fetch a commixture of general learning, of 
natural eloquence, and Chriftian humility, that they 
defer ve a commemoration by a pen equal to their 
own, which none hath exceeded. 

And in this enumeration of hit friends, tho' many 
mvft be emitted, yet that man of primitive piety, 
Mr. George Herbert, may not; I mean that George 
Herbert who was the author of The Temple; or, Sa- 
cred Poems and Ejaculations; a book in which, by de- 
claring his own fpiritual conflhSb, he hath comforted 
and ratfed many a deje^d and difcoinpofed foal, and 
charmed them into fweetand quiet thoughts; a book, 
by the frequent reading whereof, and the affiftancc of 
that Spirit that feemed to infyire theauthor, the reader 
may attain habits of peace and piety, and all the gifts 
of the Holy Ghoft and heaven ; and may, by ftill read- 
ing, ftitt keep thofc iacrcd iires burning upon the al- 
tar of fo pure an heart as /hall free it from the anxie- 
ties of this world, and keep it fixed upon things that 
are above. Betwixt him and Dr. Donne there was a 
long and dear frlendfhip, made up by fuch a fympa- 
thy of inclinations, that they coveted and joyed to fee 
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|n each others company; and this happy friendfhip 
was flail maintained by many {acred endearments. 
. The latter part of his life may be faid to be a con-* 
tinued ftudy; for as he ufually preached once a*week* 
if notoftener»fo after hisfermon he never gave his eyes 
reft till he had chofen oat a new text, and that night 
caft his jfermon into a form, and his text into divifions, 
and the next day betook himfclf to confult the Fathers, 
and fo commit his meditations to his memory* which 
was excellent. But: upon. Saturday he ufually gave 
himfclf and his mind a reft from the weary burthen 
of his week's meditations, and ufually fpent that .dfey 
in vifitation of friends, qr fome other diverfiossof his 
thoughts, and would lay, that he gave both his. body 
and mind that rcfrefliment, that he might be enabled 
fco.do the work of the day following, not faintly, but 
.with courage and cheerfulnefs. 

Nor was his age only fo induftrious, but in the moil 
nrifcttled days of his youth his bed was not able to der 
tain him beyond the hour of four in a morning ; and 
it was no common buunefs that drew htm out of his 
chamber till paft ten. All which time was employed 
in ftudy ; tho' he took great liberty after it : and if this 
ieem ftrange, it may gain a belief by the viable fruits 
of his labours, fome of which remain as teitimonies of 
what is here written ; for he left the refultanceof 1409 
authors, moft of them abridged and analyzed with bp 
own hand ; he left alfo fixfeore of hisfcrmons, all writ- 
3 
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tea with' his own band; alio an exacl and laborious 
trestle oonccrmqg felf-anurther, tailed Biaithanatos, 
therein ail tine laws violated fey that ad are diligent- 
ly inrreyodand ja&cioany cenfured : atrcatifc writ* 
ten in his younger days, which alone might declare 
him then not only perfeor. in the Crvftand Canon law, 
Inxt in many other fuch iludses and arguments as 
eater notintotheconfideration of many that labour 
to be t nought great clerks, and pretend to know ali 
things. . 

Nor were thefe only found in his ftudy, but allbml- 
nefles that paft of any public confconence, either in 
this or any iof oumeighbeur nations, he abbreviated 
eitherm Latin, ot in the language of that nation, and 
fcept *hem by nim for ufeful memorials ; & he did tho 
eapies of divers letters and caiesof confidence that had 
concerned hisfraends, with his observations and Cofo* 
tkttrt of litem, and divers other bufinefiesof impor- 
tance, all pWtteotarly and methodically digefted by 
hiirtfetf. • 

He did prepare to leave the world -before life left 
fchn, making his will when no faculty of his foul was 
damped or made defective by pain or ftcknefs, or he 
furprifed by a fodden a^prehenfion of death : but k 
Was made with mature deliberation, expreffing him* 
felf an im^artialialtherjbymakmgliis children's por- 
tions equal, and a 4over of his friends, whom he fe* 

Volume It E 
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membered with: legacies fitly and di&neetly chofen 
and bequeathed. I cannot forbear a nomination of 
Come of them; for methinkstheybeperron&lhatfeem 
to challenge a recordation in this place; as, namely, to 
his brother-in-law, Sir Th. Grimes, he gave that ftri- 
king clock which he had long worn in his<pocket.— 
To his dear friend andexecutor Dr.King,late Biihop of 
Chichefter, that model of gold of the fynod of Doit, 
with which the States prefented him at ids laft being 
at the Hague — and the two pictures of Padre Paulo 
and Fulgeritio, nien of his acquaintance' when he tra- 
velled Italy, and of great note in that nation for their 
remarkable learning.—— — To his-ancient friend Dr. 
Brook, that married him, Matter of Trinity College 
in Cambridge, he gave the picture of the blefled Vir- 
gin and Jofeph. ■ To Dr. Winniff, who fuccecd- 
ed him in the deanery, he gave a picture called the 

Skeleton. To the fucceeding Dean, w4io was not 

then known, he gave many neceflaries. of worth, and 
ufeful for his houfe, and alfo feveral pictures and or- 
naments for the chapel, with a'defire that they might 
be regiftered, and remain as a legacy tohisfuccefibrs. 
——To the Earls of Dorfet and of Carline he gave fcr 
veral pictures, and lb he did to many other friends; 
legacies given rather to expicfs.his affection than to 
make any addition to their e dates : but unto the poop 
he was full of charity, and unto many others who, 
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by his conftant and long^ontiaued bounty, might en-' 
title themfelves to be his alms-people; .for. all there 1 
he made provifion, and fo largely, as, having then fix* 
children living, might to fome appear more than pro- 
portionable to his eflate. I forbear to mention any 
more, left the reader may think I trefpafs upon his 
patience; hut 1 will beg his favour to prefent him' 
with the beginning and end of his will* . 

" In the name of the blefled and glorious Trinity, 
" Amcm. I John Donne, by the mercy of Chrift Jefus, 
" and by the calling of the Church of England, Prieft, 
*f being' at this time in good health and perfect un- 
" derftanding, (praifed be God therefore) do hereby 
" ( make my tail will and teftameut in manner and 
u . form following^ 

" Firft, I ghre my gracious God an entire facrifice 
" of body and foul, with my moft humble thanks for 
" that aflurance which his blefled Spirit imprints in 
* .me now* of the felvation of the one, and the refur- 
"Te&ionof the other; and for that conftant and cheer- 
" ful refolution which the fame Spirit hath eftablilh- 
" ed in me to live and die in the religion nowprofef- 
" fed in the Church of England : in expectation of 
" that refurrecT:ion > I defire my body maybe buried (in 
" the mod private. manner that may be) in that place 
"of St. Paul's chtirch, London, that the now refi- 
" dentiaricsliave at my requeft dtffigned for that pun 

Eij 
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*« pofe,&V. And thUmylaA will and tcftament; made 
" intfoe fear of God, (whole merey Ihamhlyhcg, and 
M coo&an$frf rcty upon in JefuaCkrift ) and in perfect 

love and charity with all the woridy ( who fe pardon 
44 i alky from the loweft of my ierv ants to the highcfl 
u of my faperiers) written all with my own hand, 
" and my name fubferibed to every page, of which. 
" there are five in number." 

Stated Bectm* 13.1630. 

Nor was this bleffod facrifice of charity expreffied 
only at hi* death, but in his life alio, by a cheerful 
and frecpent vifitation of any friend whole mind was 
deje&ed, or hts fortune neceifitous. He wasinmiifi- 
tiveafter the wants of prifoners, and redeemed many 
from thence that lay for their feds or fmall debts : 
he was a continual giver to poor fcholars, both of this 
and foreign nations. Befcdes what he gave with his 
own hand, he ufoally font a fervaut, or a difcreet and 
trufty friend, to diftribute his charity to all the pri- 
sons in London at all the feftival times of the year, 
cfpecially at the birth and refurreceion of our Saviour. 
He gave an hundred pounds at one time to an old 
friend, whom he had known live plentifully, and 
by a too liberal heart and carekflnefe became decay- 
ed in his eftate ; and when the receiving of it was de- 
nied, by the gentleman's faying he wanted not ; for 
asthcre be fome fpjrits fo generous as to labour to con* 
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ccal and endure a fad poverty rather' than thofc 
biuihes that attend the confeffion of it, fo there he o- 
thersto whom nature and grace have afforded fuch 
fweet and companionate fouls, as to pity and prevent 
the diftreffes of mankind; which I have mentioned, 
becaufe of Dr. Donne's reply, whofe anfwer was, " I 
"Inow yon want not what will fuftain nature, for a 
" little will do that ; but my defire is that you, Who 
" in the days of your plenty have cheered and raifed 
'* the hearts of fo many of your deje&ed friends, 
44 would now receive this from me, and ufe it as a 
"cordial for the cheering of your own;" and fo it 
was received. > He was an happy reconciler of many 
differences in the families of his friends and kindred, 
(which he never undertook faintly, for fuch under- 
takings have ufually faint effeds) and they had fuch 
a faith in his judgment and impartiality, that he ne- 
ver advifed them to any thing in vain. He was, even 
to her death, a moft dutiful fon to his mother, careful 
to provide for herfupportation, of which (he had been 
deftitute, but that God raifed him up to prevent her 
neceifities, who having fucked in the religion of the 
Roman church with her mother's milk, fpent her 
eft ate in foreign countries to enjoy a liberty in it, and 
died in his houfe but three months before him. 

And to the end it may appear how juft a fleward 
he was of his Lord and Mailer's revenue, I have 

Eiij 
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thought fit to let the reader know, that after his en- 
trance into his deanery, as he numbered his years, he 
(at the foot of a private account, to which God and 
his angels were only witnefles with him) computed 
firft his revenue, then what was given to the poor 
and other pious ufes; and, lafUy,what refted for him 
and his : he then blefied each year's poor remainder 
with a thankful prayer. 

But I return from my long digreffion. We left the 
Author fick in Eflex, where he was forced to fpend 
much of that winter, by reaibn of his difahility to re* 
move from that place ; and having never, for almoft 
twenty years, omitted his pcrfonal attendance on his 
Majcfty in that month in which he was to attend and 
preach to him, nor having ever been left out of the 
roll and number of Lent-preachers ; and there being 
then (in January 1630) a report brought to London, 
or railed there, that Dr. Donne was dead, that report 
gave him occafion to write this following letter to a 
dear friend. 
««Sia, 

" This advantage you and my other friends have 
• 1 by my frequent fevers, that I am fo much the o£> 
" tener at the gates of heaven ; and this advantage by 
«* the folitude and clofe imprifonment that they re- 

duce me to after, that I am fo much the oftener at 
'* my prayers, in which I fliall never leave out your 
" happinefs; and I doubt not, among his other blcf- 
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** Unga, GpdwiU addfome one to you for my prayers, 
" A mm would almoft be content to die (if there 
?« were do other benefit in death) to hear of fo much 
«* farrow, and fo much good teftimony from go©4 
•* men aa I (God he Welled for it) did upon the re* 
?*■ port of my death ; yet I perceive it went not through 
" all; for one writ to me that fome (and he f aid of 
f* my friends) conceived i was not fo ill as I pretend- 
* l cd, hut withdrew myfelf to live at cafe, discharged 
" o£ preaching. It is an unfriendly, and, God knows, 
" an ill-grounded interpretation ; for I have always 
*' been farrier when I could not preach than any 
" could be they could not hear me. It hath been my 
" defire, and God may be pleafed to grant it, that I 
•* might die in the pulpit ; if not that, yet that I might 
*' take my death in the pulpit, that is, die the fodner 
4< by occauon of thofe labours. Sir, I hope to fee yon 
44 presently after Candlemas, about which time will 
'* fall my Lent»fermon at court, except my Lord 
" Chamberlain believe me to be dead, and fo leave 
" me out of the roll ; but as long as I live, and am not 
*' fpeechlefs, I would not willingly decline that fer*> 
** vice. 1 have better leifure to write than you to 
' * read, yet I would not willingly opprefs you with too 
" much letter. God blefs you andycur fon, as I wiflu 

" Your poor friend and fervant in Chrift Jefus, 

" J. Donne." 
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Before that month ended he was appointed t6 
preach upon his old conftarit day, the firft Friday irt 
Lent : he had notice of it, and had in his ficknefs fd 
prepared for that employment, that as he had long 
thirfted for it, fo he refolded bis weaknefs (houid not 
hinder his journey; he came therefore to London 
fome few days before hi^ appointed day of preaching. 
At his coming thither many of his friends (who with 
forrow faw his ficknefs had left him only fo much 
flefli as did only cover his bones) doubted his flrength 
to perform that talk, and did therefore difluade him 
from undertaking it, alluring him, however, it was 
like to (horten his life; but he paflionately denied 
their requefts, faying, u He would not doubt that 
«* that God, who in fo many weakneffes had affifted 
** him with an unexpected ftrength, would now with* 
** draw it in his laft employment,'* profeflifig an ho* 
iy ambition to perform that facred work. And wheni 
to the amazement of fome beholders, he appeared in 
the pulpit, many of them thought he prefented himfelf 
not to preach mor tification by a living voice, but mor«- 
tality by a decayed body and dying face ; and doubtlefs 
many did fecretly alk that queftion in Ezckiel, " Do 
*' thefe bones live * ? or can that foul organize that 
." tongue to fpeak fo long time as the fand in that 
*' glafs will move towards its centre, and meafure out 

* Ezek. xxxvii. 3. 
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u an hour of this dying man's tmtycothfe ?" Deubt- 
lefs it cannot; and yet, after fomc feint paufes in his 
3ealo»5 prayer, his ftrongdefiresenabledhiswcak body 
to difcharge his memory of hid preconceived medita- 
tions, which ware of dying, the text being, " To God 
" the Lord belong the iffues from death; ' * many that 
then law his tears, and heard his faint and hollow 
voice, profeifing they thought the text prophetically 
chofea, and that Dr. Donne had preached his own 
funeral fermon. 

Being nail of joy that God had enabled him to per- 
form this defired duty, he haftened to his houfe, out' 
of which he never moved till, like St, Stephen, he was 
carried by devout men to his grave. 

The next day after his fermon, Jus ftrength being 
much wafted, and hisfpiritsfo fpcnt as indifpofed hint 
to bofinefs or to talk, a friend that had often been a' 
witnefsof his free and facetious difcourfe afked him, 
Why are you fad I to whom he replied, with a coun- 
tenance fo foil of cheerful gravity as gave teftimony 
of an inward tranquillity of mind, and of afoul willing 
to take a farewell of this world, and feid, 

" lam not fad, but moft of the night pad I have 
'< entertained myfelf with many thoughts of feveral 
*• friends that have left me here, and are. gone to that' 
" place from which they (hall not return ; and that 
u within a few days I alfo (hall go hence, and be no 
w more feen; and my preparation for this change if 
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V my infirmities have, now made reffclefsto me : but 
" at this prefent time I was in a ieripiis contemplation 
" of the providence and goodnefs of God to me, who 
" am lefs than the lcaft of his mercies ; and looking 
"back upon my life paft, I now plainly fee it was his 
'{ hand that prevented toe from all temporal employ- 
" meat, and it was his will that I fliould never fettle 

V nor thrive till 1 entered into the miniftry ? in which 
" I have now lived almoft twenty years, (I hope to his 
" glory) and by which, I moil humbly thank him, I 
" have been enabled to requite moil of thofe friends 
" which fhewed me kindnefe when my fortune was 
" very low, as God knows it was; and (as it hath oc- 
" cafibned the eajpreffion of my gratitude) L thank 
" God mod of them have ftood in need of my requital. 

I have lived to be ufef ul an4 comfortable to my good 
" father-in-Uw Sir George Moor, whole patience 
* God hath been pleafed to exercife with many tern- 

V poral crofles; 1 have maintained my own mother, 
<* whom it hath pleafed God, after a plentiful fortune 
" in her younger days, to bring to a great decay in 
" her very old age; 1 have quieted the conferences of 

V many that have groaned under the burthen of a 
" wounded fpirit, whofe prayers I hope are available 
*' for me. I cannot plead innocency of hk, efpecially 
•* of my youth; but I am to be judged by a merciful 

V God, who is not willing to fee what I have done 



Digitized by G00gle 



lis 



<c anwft: and'ifcomgkof myielf thave nothing to pre-t 
"ient to him bat fins and miferyvyol know he look* 
*' not upon mc now as I am ofmyfelf* but as I am in 
•« my.Sav%tt(r, and hath given me, even at this time, 
«« fome teltinvfliiea by his hory Spirit that I am of the 
" number of iiis ele& : I am therefore' full^of joy, and 
nftatt die itt peace." ....... 

I muft here look fo far back ' as-; to tell the reader 
that at his firft return but of Eflex to preach his laft 
fertnon, his old friend and phyfician,Dr. Fox r a man 
of great worth, came 'to him ro e«rtfui|fhis health* 
and that after a fight of him, and fome queries con*- 
cerning his diftenipgrs, he told him, i* That by cor* 
*' dials anddrinkmg milk twenty dayi together t there 
" was a probability of his reiteration to health ; " but 
*rie paffionately denied to drink it. Neverthelcfs Dr. 
Fox, who loved him moft entirely, wearied him with 
folicitations, till he yielded to take it for ten days i at 
the end of which time he told Dr. Fox, u he hafl 
" drunk it more to farisfy him than to recover his 
*' health? and that he would not drink it ten dayfe 
" longer! upon the beft moral aflurancc of having 
'* twenty years added to his.life, for he loved it not 5 
* c and that he was fo far from fearing death, which is 
'* the kmSg of terrors, that ht lodged for the day of 
** hisduTolution." * i 

It is obferved^that a defire trf £lory or commends- 
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tion is rooted in the vUTy naituUc of mum and that 
thofe of the fev.«reft and tooft mortified lives, though 
they may become fc humble as to haoHh fdf-fiattery, 
;md fuch weeds as naturally grow tfcere, yaj they have 
not been able to kill this defire of gtoay, totthat, like 
bur radical heat, it will both live and die with us; and 
many think it ihould do fo ; and we want sot facr ed 
examples to juftify the ddfire of having our memory 
to outlive our lives* which I mention, becaufc Dr. 
Donne, by the perfeafcoaof Dr. Fox, eafily yielded, at 
this very tintc, to have a monument made for him; 
but Dr. Fos undertook, sot to per fuade how or what 
it Should be; that was left to Dr, Donne bimfelf. 
. This being refolvcd upon, Dr. Donne fent for a 
■carver to make for him in wood the figure of an urn, 
giving him directions for the comparand height of"*"~ 
it, and to bring with it a board of the height of his 
body : thefc being got, Acn, without delay, a choice 
painter was to be in a readisefs to draw his picture, 
which was taken is fbttoweth— Several -charcoal fires 
being firft made in his large ftudy, he brought with 
him into that place his winding-meet in his hand, and 
having put off aH his clothes, had this iheet put on 
him, and fo tied with knots at his head and met, and 
> ftis hands fo placed as dead bodies are ufually fitted to 
be fhrowded and put into the graVe : upon this nrn 
•he thus flood with hlreyet&ut, and with fomnch of 



Digitized by G00gle 



.ft!** Of J*. tK)K^B« M 

&eet turned afide'as inight fhew his lean, pale, 
4od death-iikefoce, which was pwpofciy turned tf>- 
*rard the eaft, £con» wfeence fee «xpe&ed the fecond 
x»ming«f h&aad^4ta*9ttiv Thus he was drawn 
•nt hi* hteight ; and when *hc pi&ure was fully 
£niihed, fce oasfed* J»te fttty&s beoVfide, -where 
it co&tuMied, and &cai»€ his b*«rly object, till his 
•death, and was then ,gfr en tp bie deareft friend and 
-e*ee*itar Dr. King, who*;mfcl ium to be thus carved 
«j «*e -entire niece of *vfctem*rbic, as rt now Hands 
in -the cathedrtd tihvroh of St. Peal's; and by Dr. 
.Donne'* own appoints at thefe words were to be 
ia&fttd to it :asn*s epfcaph ; 

JOHANNESDONNE, 
Sac.Tbeol.Vrofeflbr, 
IPoft varla ftudia quibus ab annis tcnerrimis 
fideliter, nee infcliciter jncubuit ; 
Inftinclu et impulfu Sp, Sanctt, monitu et hortattt 
Regis Jacobi, Ordincs Sacros amplexus 
Annofuijefu 16J4; etfuge aitatis 42. 
'Becanatu hujusEcclefiac indutus 27 Novembris i.6ai» 
Exutus morte ultimo die Martii 163 1. 
Hie licet in occiduo cinere afpicit Eum 
Cujus nomcn eft Oriens. 

typon Monday following he took his laft leave of 
his beloved ftudy, and, being fenfible of his hourly 
Volume L F 
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decay; retired hirafelf to his bed-chamber ; and thsd 
"Week fertt at feveral times for many of his moft cotf- 
fiderable friends, with whom he took a folemn and 
deliberate farewell, commending to their confidera*- 
tions fame fentences ufefulfor the regulation of thefr 
• lives, and then difmitfed them, as good Jacob did his 
fons, with a fpiritnal benediction. The Sunday fol- 
lowing he appointed hisfervants, that if there were 
any bufmefs undone that concerned him or them*- 
felves, it fliould be prepared againft Saturday next; 
for after chat day he would not mix his thoughts with 
any thing that concerned this world, nor ever did-; 
but as Job, fo he ** waited for the appointed time of 
"hisdiflblution." 

And now he had upthing'to do but to die; to do 
which he flood in need of no longer time, for he had 
ftudicd it long, and to fo happy a perfection, that in 
a, former ficknefs he called God to witnefs he , was 
that minute ready to deliver his foul into his hands, 
if that minute God would determine his dhTolution*. 
^n that ficknefs he begged of God the conftancy to Ue 
preferred in that eftatefor ever; and his patient expec- 
tation to have his immortal foul difrobed from her 
garment of mortality makes me'eonfidenthenow had 
a modeft affurance that his prayers were then heard, 
1 and his petition granted. Helay fifteen daysearneftly 
* In his book of Devotions. 
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espe&iog his hourly change ; and in the laft hour of 
h» lail day, as his body melted away and vapoured 
into ipirit, his foul having, I verily believe, fome re- 
flation of the beatifical riiion, he faid, " I were mi- 
" ferable if 1 might not die;" and after thofe words 
clofed many periods of his faint breath by faying of- 
ten,. " Thy kingdom come, thy will be done." His 
tyeech, which, hadjong been his ready and faithful 
fervant, left him not till the lail minute of his life, 
and then forfook him, not to ferve another.mafter, 
bat died before him ' y forthat it was become ufelcfs to 
him that now converted withGqd on earth, as angels 
are faid to do in heaven, only by thoughts and looks. 
Being fpeechlefs, he did,. as St. Stephen, "look fted- 
•** faftly towards heaven, tiH he law the Son of God 
*' (landing at the right hand of his Father and be- 
ing fatisfied with this Meffed fight, as his ibul afcend- 
edf. *nd his laft breath departed from him, he clofed 
}us own eyes; and then difpofed his hands and body 
into fuch a pofture as required not the kail alteration 
by thofe that came to Ihroud him. 

.Thus variable, thus virtuous, was the lifef thus ex* 
cellent, thus exemplary, was the death, of this me* 
jmorable man. 

He was buried in that place of St. Paul's church 
which he had appointed forthat ufefome years before 
jus death, and by which he palled daily to pay his 
' Fij. 
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rrabtic devotion* to almighty God; (who was then fcr» 
red twice andayby a pnbdic form of pcaycr tad praifes 
in that place) but he wa not buried privatciy r tfao* 
he dfffired it ; lot betide an Unnumbered number of 
others, many pcrfons of nohilky, and of eminencytdf 
learning, who did love and honour him in his Kfe, did 
fhew it at his death, by a voluntary and fed attend- 
ance of his. body to the grave, whese nothing was £6 
remarkable at a public Sorrow. 

To which place of hit burial Jbme mournful frienda 
repaired, and, as Alexander the Great did to the grave 
of the famona Achillea, fo they ftrewed his with an 
abundance of curious and cofUy flowers ; which court* 
they (who were never yet known) continued mora* 
ing and evening for many days, not ceafing till the 
ftanes that were taken up in that church to give his 
body admifiion into the cold earth (now his bed of 
reft) were again, by the maJbn*s art, fo levelled and 
firmed as they had been formerly, and his phee of 
burial undifluiguiihable to common view. 

Nor was this all the honour done to his reverend 
afhes; lor as there be fome peribns that will not re- 
ceive* reward for that for which God accounts himfelf 
a debtor ; perfons that dare truft God with their chari- 
ty, and without a witntfs ; fo there was by fome grate- 
ful unknown friend, that thought Dr. Donne's me- 
mory ought to be pcij>etuated, an hundred marks fen* 
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to -his" two faithful friends * and executors, towards 
thd making of his monument. It was not for many 
years known by whom; hut after the death of Dr* 
Fox! it was known that it was he that fent it ; and he 
lived to fee as lively a reprefentation of his dead friend 
as marble can exprefs ; a ftatue indeed fo like Dr. 
Donne, that (as his friend Sir Henry Wotton hath 
expreflfedhimfelf) itfeems to breathe faintly, and pc- 
fterity fhall look upon it as a kind of artificial miracle. 

He was offtature moderately tall, of a ftraight and 
equally proportioned body, to which all his words 
and actions gave an unexpreffible addition of comelf- 
nefs. 

The melancholy and pleafant humour were: in him 
fo con tempered, that each, gave advantage to the 
.other, and made his company one of the delights of 
mankind. 

His. fancy was inimitably high, equalled only ty 
his great wit, both being made ufeful by a command- 
ing judgment. , 

His afped was cheerful, and fuch as gave a filcnt 
teflimony of a clear knowing foul, and of a confeience 
zi peace with itfelf. 

His melting eye fhewed that he had a foft heart, 
full of noble companion ; of too brave a foul to offer 
injuries, and too much a Chriftian not to pardon them 
in others. 

* Dr. Kir.g and Dt. Monfort. 

F iij 
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He did much contemplate (especially after he ttl* 
tcred into his facred calling) the mercies of almighty 
God, the immortality of the foul, and the joys of hea- 
ven ; and would often fay," Bleffcd be God that he is 
" God divindykkchimfelf." 
• He was by nature highly paffionate, but more apt 
to reluct at the exceffes of it ; a great lover of the of- 
fices of humanity, and of fo merciful a fpirit, that he 
never beheld the miferies of mankind without pity 
and relief. 

He was earneft and unwearied in the fearch of 
knowledge, with which his vigorous foul is now fa- 
tisfied, and employed in a continual praife of that 
God that firft breathed it into his active body ; that 
body which once was a temple of the Holy Ghoft, 
and is now become a fmall quantity of Chriftian duft : 

But I (hall fee it reanimated. 

J.W. 
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*"0 THE RIGHT HON. 

WILLIAM LORD CRAVEN, 

BARON Of HAMSTSD-MARSHAM. 

MY LORD, 

Man t of thefc Poems have, for feveral impreffionS) 
wandered up and down, trailing (as well they might) 
upon the Author's reputation : neither do they now 
complain of any injury hut what may proceed either 
from the kindnefs of the printer, or the courtefy of 
the reader; the one by adding fomething too much, 
left any fpark of thisfacred fire might periih undifcern" 
ed ; the other by putting fuch an eftimation upon the 
wit and fancy they find here, that they are content to 
ufe it as their own ; as if a man would dig out the ftones 
of a royal amphitheatre to build a ftagc for a country 
ihow. Amongft all the moniters this unlucky age has 
teemed with, I find none fo prodigious as the poets of 
thefe later times, wherein men, as if they would level 
underftandings too as wcllaseftates, acknowledging 
no inequality of parts and judgments, pretend as in- 
differently to the chair of wit as to the pulpit, and con- 
ceive themfeWe3 no lefs infpiredwith the fpirit of poe- 
try than with that of religion : fo it is not only the 
noife of drums and trumpets which have drowned the 
Mufe's harmony, or the fear that the church's ruin 
will deftroy the pricfts likewife, that now frights them 
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from this country, where they have* been fo ingeni-* 
oufly received ; but theferude pretenders to excellen- 
cies they unjullly own, who, profanely ruming into 
Minerva's temple, with noifome airs blaft the laurel 
which thunder cannot hurt. In this fad condition thefe 
learned Sillers are fled over to beg your Lordfhip*s 
protection, who have been fo certain a patron both 
to arts and arms, and who, in this general confufion, 
have fo entirely preferved your honour, that in your 
Lorilfhip we may ftill read a moil perfect character 
of what England was in all her pomp and greatnefs : 
fo that although thefe Poems were formerly written 
upon feveral occafions to feveral perfons, they now 
nnite themfelvcs, and are become one pyramid to fet 
your Lordfhip's ftatue upon, where you may ftand, 
like armed Apollo, the defender ©f the Mufes, encou- 
raging the poets now alive to celebrate your great 
ads, by affording your countenance to his Poems that 
wanted only fo noble a fubje&. 

My Lord, your moil humble fervant, 

JOHN DONKK. 
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VERSES TO THE AUTHOR. 



HEXASTIGHON BIBLJOPOLJE. 
I see in his loft- preach'd and printed book * 
His pi&ure in a flieet ; in Paul's I look, 
And fee his ftatue in a Iheet of ftone, £ 
And lure his body in the grave hath one : 
Thofe (beets prefent him dead ; thefc if you buy 
You have him K ving to eternity. 6 

jo. MAR. 

HEXASTICHON AD BIEUOPOJLAM. 

1NC&RTI, 

In thy impreffion of im> wn e*s Poems rare 

For bis eternity thou Haft ta'en care : 

*Twas well and pious; and for ever may $ 

He iivd : yet 1 (hew thee a better way ; 

Print but his fermons, &ndif thole we buy 

He, we, and thou, fliall live t' eternity. 6 

TO JOHN DONNE. 
Donne ! the delight of Phoebus and each Mufe, 
. Who to thy one all other brains refufe ; 
Whofe ev'ry work of thy moft early wit 
Came forth example, and remain fo yet ; 
Longer a-knowing than mpft wits do live, $ 
An4 which no* affe&ion praife enongh can give ; 
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hOL VERSES TO THE AUTHOR, 

To it -thy language, letters, arts, beft life, 

Which might with half {mankind maintain a ftrife-: 

AU which I mean to praife, and yet I would, 

But leave becaufc I cannot as I fliould. 10 

, BEN. JOHNSON, T 

TO JOHN DONNE. 

Who fliall doubt, Donne ! where 1 a poet be, 

When 1 4are fend my Epigrams to thee ? 

That fo alone canft judge, fo alone make, 

And in thy cenfures evenly doll take 

As free fimplicity to difavow 5 

As thou haft beft authority t* allow. 

Read all I fend ; and if I find but one 

Mark'd by thy hand* and with the better ftone, 

My title 's feal'd. Thpfe that for claps do write 

Let punys', porters*, pUyers', praife delight, IO 

And till they burft their backs like affes load ; 

A man would feek great glory and not broad. I % 

BEN. JOHNSON, 

To the memory *f my ever-dejtrcd friendf 

DR. DONNE. 

To have liv'd eminent, in a degree 
Beyond our lofty'ft flights, that is, like thee, 
Qr t' have had too much merit is not fafe, 
For fuch excelfes4ind no epitaph. 
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vtftsxs T&rnt author. : lm 

At common graves we have poetique eyes 5 

Can melt themfelvesin eafie elegies; ' 

Each quill can drop his tributary verfe, 

And pin it, like the hatchments, to the hearfe* ; 

But at thine, poem or inscription 

(Rich foul of wit and language) we have none : ro 

Indeed a filence does that tomb befit 

Where is.no herald left to blazon it. 

Widow'd Invention juftly doth forbear 

»To come: abroad, knowing thou art not here, 

Late her great patron, whofe prerogative 15 

Maintain 'd and cloath'd her fo, as none alive 

Muft now prefume to keep her at thy rate, 

Tho'. he the Indies for her dowry* eftate : 

Or eMe that awful fire which 6nce did burn * 

In thy clear brain, now fallen into thy urn, 20 

Lives there to fright rude empyrics from thence, 

Which might prophane thee by their ignorance* 

Whoever writes of thee, and in a ftyle 

Unworthy fuch a theme, does but revile 

Thy precious duft, and wake a learned fpirit, 2 5 

Which may revenge his rapes upon thy merit } 

For all a low-pitcht fancie candevife 

Will prove at beft hut hallow'd injuries. 

* ' Thou, like the dying fwan didft lately fing 

Thy mournful dirge in audience of the King, 36 

* His lad Sermon at court. 

■ j 
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toll V£*«S TO~rifc>4i>*t0*r 

When pale look* and foot a^ceirtsirfjdry fereatfe 
Prefented fo to life that plecerof death, 
That it wa^fearMandpropbafy'dby ail 
Thou tbttber cara'ft 4» preach thy funeraL 
O ! hadft thou in an elegiac fcneH . .3 j 

dfcung-out unto the world thine own fareiVcU, 
And in thy high vi&oirouBmaribers beat 
The folcmn meajureofthygrlev'd r etrea t , 
Thou might'ft the poet's Set rice infer banre mift, 
As well as thee thou pdidft preweat the pricft, 46 
And never -to the wnrid beholden he 
So muck-as for an epitaph ibx dbee. 

I do not like the office; <ftor it 'tfit 
Thou, who dtdfi tend e*n* age fa th ferns -of wit, 
Shouldft notfe*bt>ri^ffMrfnte hankruptinyme 45 
cThat ore to bury thee TOfrkfc aace waa thine : 
Rather ft ill ieare <ub in-thy sbfet ; and know, 
(Exalted Soul ! ) more glory 'tit to owe 
Unto thy hearfc, what we can never pay, 
Than with embafed coyn those-rites defray. 50 
- Commit me then thee to*hyfelf; r norbiame 
Our drooping loves, which thus to thy own fahte 
Leave thee executor, imce but <thy own 
No pen could *k> thee juftiee, dot bays crown 
Thy -valltiefertj feve that we nothing can 55 
depute to be thy afhes' guardian. 
So jewellers no art or metal truft 
To form the diamond hit the diamond's duft. 5 8 

I Hi K. 
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V«*SES TQ TSE AUTHO%. Ixx|jf 



Inoh 'itum vencrabilis vii i 

JOHANNIS DONNE, 

Sacra Yheologia: DoBoris\ Ecclejtce Catbedralis D. Pauli 
huper Decani i illi honoris , till ( multum mihi culcnde 
uir J objervantid! ergo bac ego. 

Conqjjjbr 4a / ignayoqueiequar tua funcraplan&u ? 
Bed, lacrymae^ clauMis iter 5 nec muta querelas 
Lingua poteft proferre pias : ignofcite, manes 
Defun&i, et tacito finite indulgere dolori. 

Sed faelus eft tacuiffe : cadant in mcefta litura 5 
Verba. Tuis, (do&a umbra) tuis haec accipe juflis 
Orpta, nec officii contemnens pignora noftri 
Avc.rfare tv4 n P n dignum laude poetam. 

O fi Pythagoras npn vanum dogma fuifiet, 
Inque meum a veftro migraret pe&ore pe&us to 
Mufa; repentinos tua noieeret urna furores. 
Sed fruftf a, beu ! fruilra hac vptis puerilibus opto : 
Tecum abii$, fummoque iedejis jam monte Thalia 
Ridet anfoelantes, Parnaffi et culmina yates 
Defperare jubct. Verum hac nolente coa&os 15 
Scribimus audaces numeros, et flcbile carmen 
Scr ibimus ( O foli qui, te djlexit) habendum. 
Siccine perpetuus liventia luminafomnus 
Claufit ? et immerito merguntur funere virtus 
Et pictas, et quie poterant fecifle beatum. %p 
Catera ? fed nec tc poterant fpr varc beatum. 

Volume I. ' G 
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Quo mihi dodrinam ? quorfum impallefcere chartil 
Nodurnis juvat, ct totidcm olfeciffe lucernas? 
Decolor et longes irudiisdeperdere (bles, 
Ut prius, aggredior, longamque acccflerc famam. 
Omnia fed fruftra : mlhi dum cundifque minatur 
Exitium cmdele et inexorabile fatum. 

Nam poft te fperare nihil decet : hoc mini reftat, 
tJt moriar, tenues fogiatque bbfcSmis in aura* 
Spirittis : O dodis foltfem ft cognfcus umbrfs < 3© 
IUic te {venerande) iterum (venerande) videbc*; 
Et dukes audire fonos, et Verba dUerti 
Oris, et aeteraas dabitur mihi carpere voces : 
Queis ferns interna taoaffet janitor auke 
Auditis j Nilufque mkius ftrepuHfet 5 Arion 3$ 
Cederet, et, fylvas qui poft fe traterat, Orpheus. 
Eloquio fic ille Tiros-, fie ttle maVere 
Toceferos pottxit ; quil enim tam barbarus? aui tifli 
Facundis nimis ihfeftus, fton motus ut ill© 
Hortante, et blando vidus fermdne fileret f 40 

8te oculos, fic ille manus, fic ora ferebat; 
Singula fie decuere fenem, fic omnia. Vidi* 
Audivi, et ftupui, quoties orator m JBde 
Paulin£ ftetit, et mif a gravitate leVantes 
Corda oculofque viros tenuit ; dum Neftori* ilte 4J 
Fudit verba (6mm quanta mage dulcia tnelle ?) 
Nunc hatlet attonitos, pandit myfteria plebi 
Kon conceffa prius, nondum jntelleda : revolvtint 
Mirantes, tacitique arre&is auribus aftahfe* 



Digitized by G00gle 



TlftftX* TO TH* AUTHOR* toft 

Mutaf^nio^ilkpap^oformAq^lpqu^fldi 
Triflia pertra&at ; fatuinque et Habile mortis 
Tempus, et in cineres return qupd corpora prinw. 
Toxic gcoutuni cun&os dare, tunc lugere videres ; 
Forfitan alaohrynu^aUq^noij tep^raj, atqwc 
I^oc^Ualafguiu^ttat ror^ : apthcrift ULw 
Sic pater aud&i YoJ«& foccnmbere twbam„ . 
Affe&ufquc oiere fwoe* etponere notx 
Yocis ad arbitrium i divine ojracula mentis 
Dum narrat, roftrtfque potens dminatur in akii. 

Quo &ror { audaci cUorfra pietate nocenti 6a 
In, nunia igno&as Tati, qui various olku 
Egregium dccus, et taoto exceUentior unus, 
Cfcnnibus inferior quarto e& et peffimus, impar 
laudibus hifce, tibi qui nunc faoit ifta» poeta. 
Et quo bps canimu* ) car hmc tibi iacra f poet*, 65 
Definite : en feti ototiiftfibi voce canora 
Inferiaa practoifit ahn, cum Caroks Alba : 
(Ultima volventcm eft cygnaca voce loquentem) 
Nuper cum, turba et ■mgnatum audiret in Aula. 

Tunc Rex t tunc Proocrcs, Clerua, tunc aflitit illi 70 
Aula frequent. Sola nunc in telhire recnmbit, 
Vermibus efca, pio malint aifi parcere : quidni 
Incipiantet amare famen ? Mctucre leonea 
Sic olim ; iacrofque actus violate Propfactas 
Bellua non aufacfl:, quanquam jejuna, fitimquc 75 
Optaret minis humano fatiare cruore, 

Gij 
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VERSES TO t&fe'Atnftttfft/ 



(- At noh hasc de te fperabimus ; omina carpit 
PraedatOr vermis : ncc talis contigit illi , ' 
Vrseda di«~ ; forfen metric© pede feirpet ab ihdev 
Vefcere* ctcxhaufto fatia4#fatogaitt*. Jamnoa So 
Adfumw et poll te cupiet quis vivere ? poft te - : 
<J§is volet, aut poterit ? nam poft it vivere mors aft. 

Et tamoA' ingratas igttavi duriimis auras? - * ■ ' ; *- ^ 
Suftinet et tibi lingua Vafe; vala-dkeresf a*ce - -~- 
Non feftinanti afcternuoi requiefcere turbae. • i 85 r 
Ipfa fatis properat, quae nefcit parca morari, 
Iffiinc urgtre coium, trahere atque bceare videmttr, 
Quin rurfus (Venerancte) Vale, vale: ordine n©*4*^ 
Quo Deus et quo dura volet Ntttura, fequenwir* '1 
De^fifutaiHtereala^de^i'fopvatefidelea. - 90 ' 
Foelices ! ilia queis ^dis parte locari, 
Qga jaeet Hie, datur. Forfan' lapis inde k>quetur, 
Parturietque viro plenus teftantithodus - 
Verba; et canninibus, qUae i)»anifoggeret illi .1 
SpiritU8,ittftditostettarivococaiore* / $j, 
Incipiet i- (non fic PyrrhA ja&aate calebat. ) 
JWole fubhac tegitur, quicqwd-mortalerelicliim ell 
De tanto nioitale viro. QuiYrasfttit ^Sdi huic, 
Formoli pecorb paftor formolior ^ife. 
Ite igitur, dignii'que ilium celebrate loquebs, • 
Et, quae demuntur vitae, date tempora famae. let . 
^indigxms tantorum meritorum prasco, virtutum- 
tuarum cultor religioiiffimus, > 

DANIEL DARXELLY* 
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ON THE DEATH OF DR. DONNE. 

J cannot blame thofe men that knew thee well, 
Yet dare not help tfef wwrld $o ring thy knell 
In tuneful elegies; there's not language known 
Fit lor thy mention but *t was fir^ thy own. 
The epitaphs thou writ'll haw io bereft $ 
Our tongue of wit, there is no fancy left 
Enough to weep thee : wte henceforth we fee 
Qf ait ox nature muft re&4* from, thee, 
There may, perchance , £pme bufy-gathering friend 
Steal from thy own. Work#< and that, varied, lend 
Which thou beflow'dft on others, to thy hearse, 
And fo thou ihak livg ftill in thine own verfe : 
tie that fhall venturcJarther, may commit 
A pity; 4- mot ; ihew W§ 8«aj, not wit. 
Fate hath done mankind wrong : virtue may aim i$ 
Reward of confcieape, net er can of Fame ; 
Since her great trumpet's broke, could only give 
Faith to the world, command it to believe. 
He then muft write, that would define thy part? , 
Here lies the fceft Dwiiwty, *JJ the Arts. ac* 

EWhwrnst'' 
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VktrVik VERSES TO THE A*f HORt 

An Elegit upon the incomparable 

DR.ltoJtNE.' 

ALLisndtwellwhen^eliaoiifeisI " > - 

Bare peep abroad andwiftfe an elegy : - - 

When fmaller ftafs af>pear, : and give their light; ) 
Phoebus is^one to bed. Were it not fright, T - 
And the world wfclefefcow that Donne is dead, • 
You fooner mould hare bro&> than fee* my head, > 
Dead ! did I fay ? forgive this? injuria 
I do him and his worth's infinltk, 
To fay he is but dead j Idah^Y** - - <- 

It better may be term*d a-maflacW IO 
Than fleep or death* See^Ow the Mufes moiarff : 
^Jpon their oaten reeds ! and*from : his urn 
Threaten ffhe World with this calamity, •* * 
They mall have ballads, but rid toOetry. 

Language hes fpeeehleTs, and divmitte - j$ 
Loftfuch a trump as ev'ft to ecftafie 
Could charm the foul, and had an influence 
To teach bell judgments and pleafe dulleft fenfe. 
1 he court, the church, the univerfitie, 
Loft Chaplain, Dean, and Do&or, all thefe three, ao 
It was his merit that his funeral 
Could caufe a loflfo great and general. 
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VkRSlES tO THR AUTHOR Hfl$ 

Of fuck Whence dVptfrt tcr fneh as-live, 

Speak, doth his&dy there vemiculate, 2j 

Oumble to daft, afcd^eel tneJaWs of Fate ft u • 

MelhTriks corruption, worms, what elfe is foul, 

Should fpare the temple of fo fair a foul. 

I could believe thpy^io/butthat I know - 

What inconvenience might hereafter grow ; 36 

Succeeding ages w*»l& ktolatrize, * 

And asj*is numbers' fbJiU* revues prize. • 

If that; phUofophW which disavow 
The^otldtobe bbttaoWwe^livmgnow, 
#e w^ttldaniiwthw th^awn^of hismc^klf - 3/ 
Were they in feveral bodies blended, would 
Produce new worlds of travellers, divines, •"> • ) 
Of linguifts, poets ; nth thetfe Jevcral h'nes 
In him concentred were} a&dcflowing thepce/ - 
Might fill again thtfwqrky* circumference. 4<f 
I could believe this too, tfnd yet my faith * 
Not want a preteojeirt. the phoenix hath ' " • *- 

(And fuch was he) « power to animate 
Her aflies, and herself perpetuate. 
Qtft, bufy Soul ! thoudoft Hot well to pry 45' 
Into thefe fecrets ; grief and jcakmfy 
The more they know the 1 farther ftill advance, 
And find no way fo fefe as ignorance. 
J-et this fuffice thee, that his foul, which flew 
A fitch, of aliadmir'dy known but pf few, 5$' 
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(Save thofe of purer mouL&isnow tranflat^ r 
From earth to heaven, and tfcr$ ouiftQUa.tt^ 4 . 
For if each prie£ of Qe&flyw m 

, hsn » YAtf row** 

AN ELEGIT UPGNDJL DONNE; 

Our Donne is dea4 ! England 1bmM mourn, tnayfc^ 
We had a man whom Language cbefe to fta]f r . 
And Ihew her gracjoful poWt> t IwlwUdnotprtifti 
That and Jus . v.a£ usit* (whisbtiijtheie vain dap • 
Make many proud) but a* th£y ierv' d t' unttek, $ 
^hatcabwct^lniiwi,'tvrn*ljefUchaaQ€k 
Ofknowleo^C¥Wrepttft'4i-M»ltlitt»cnt 
(Or fhould) thi« general caufe ^dtfonntepu . ; 

And I rejoice I am Ant fe (ewe ; 
But (as I write aliiie) to Wttap a tear I* 
For his deceafe; fuck fed fiHTfttttka 
May make f itch men aa I write elegies. 

And wonder not; for when a gen'ral loft 
Falls on a nation, and they flight the croft, 
God hath rais'd prophets to awaken them Xf 
From ftupef action ; wltnefs my mild pen, 
Not us'd t' upbraid the world, tho' now it mnft 
Freely and boldly, for the cause is juft. 

Dull age ! oh ! I would fpare thee, but th* art woife, 
Tkou art not only dull, but ha& a curie 
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fO f tft At7TH6t." fajtT 

bf black ingrttitude; if noti couldft thou 
Part with mirafculbus Boone, and make no vow 
For thee" and thine, fudceffively to pay • - . 
A fad remembrancetolvw dying dajr? 
- Did his youth fcattfer poetry, whereiri " * • . *j • 
Was aUphilbfotohy? waggery fin 1 r 
Charaaer'dinhisSatire^^adefoibul, - 
That fdme have f ear 'd their fhapes, au4 kept their foul 
Slfcr by reading verfe * I>idbe give days, 
Paft marble monuments, to thofe whofe praife 3d" 
He would perpetuate ? did he (I fear * * t 

The dull will doubt >thefe at lii«*w*ritieth year I 

But,- more matur'd, did his full foul conceive^ . ' > 
And in harmonious holy numbers wefrve " 
A Crown * of Sacred Sonhets, fit t* adorn $j r 
A 4y*ag martyr's brow, 0M0 be worn i 

On that bled head of Matty Mlgdalen, 

After lh« wip*d Chrift's feet?, but not till then $ < / 
Hid he (fit for fuch penitents as fee ' . ' l 
And he to ufe) leave ire aXitanie 46 
Which all devout men love i and Aire it (hall j 
As times grow be««*y grow more claflical. 
Did he write hymns, for piety, for wit, 
Bqual to thofe great, grave, iPtoidenti us writ^ 
Spake he all languages Mtnew-he all laws? • 4$ 
The grounds and ufeef phyfic ? (but bccaiifc ' ' r 
• LaCoronki .7* 



Digitized by G00gle 



1 



'Twas mercenary w>v f 4 ft)mqt toft*,- 

The hkfri? fcce of Qkrj&a **t*vitie ? 

Did he return and preach him ? preach him fo* 

As fince St. Paid none4»d, ftOfcejcpnld tfcole fca&wi. 

Sgeh as were Meftto hear ium* tfei» is truth* 51 

Did he confirm th* <*ged, concert the, youth £ 

Did he thefe ponders f and is this dear fofs ; 

Mottitfd by fo few ? (faff few- fo g* eat a cro&O 

But fure thcfilentareamhiuomw all - 5 J 

^becjojfemoujtwrsa^^ - 
If not, in common pity tb/?y forbeaj:, 
By r^peUidas, to renew our care ; 
Or knowing grief coftfeiv'4, conceal'd, con&mes 
Man irreparably, (as pj^y&u'^l fumes r . fo. 

3^o wafte the brain) m^ke (ilence % &fe way . . 
T* enlarge the foul from thefe, walls, mud and cjay, 
(Materials of this body ) to ittogUA 
With Bonn* &xheay ? n* where no promUcnou$|>aia 
Leffens the joy we have % lor witfc him all 
Are fatisfy'd with jcyjB e&stiaJL ,\ 
Dwell on this joy, my thoughts : eh I do not caA 
Grief back by thinking of his funeral. 
Forget he lov'd me 5 wafte not my fed years . 
( Whichfcafte to David'&feytcty) fiU'd with feats 70 
^idforroW for hiadeith; forget his parts, 
Which find a living grave iri good men's hearts^ 
And (for my firft is daily pai^. for fin) 
Forget to pay my fecond fi^h for him \ 
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*fellSfe9 TO THK ABTHO*. % 

)F©rg& his Jiowerful Caching, and forget £5 

I amhis convert. Oh ! my frailty! let 

My flelh be no mdre heard ; ft toill obtrude 

This lethargy ; lb ftoutd my gratitude, 

My flows of gratitude A mild fo be broke", 

Which can no more be than Donne's Virtues fptikt 

By any but himfeif ; for which caufe 1 $i 

Write no encomium, but this elegy, 

Which as a free-will off 'ring I here give 

Fame and the world; and, parting with it, grieve 

I 'want abilities fit to fet forth 

A monument great is Donne's matchlefs worth. 84 

ELEGY ON Dk. DONNE. 

Now, by one year, time and our frailty have 

Leflen'd our firft confufioii, fince the grave 

CloVd thy dear alhes, and the tears which flo# 

In thefe have no firings but ot* iblid woe ; 

Or they are drops which coW amazement froze 

ftt thy deceaie, and will hot thaw in pfofe. 

All ftreams of verie which fhall lament that da^ 

Do truly to the ocean tribute pay ; 

But they have loft their faknfefs, which the eye, 

In recompenfe of wit, ftf ives to re^Iy. tb 

Haffion's excels for thee we need not fear, 

Since firft by thee our paffidhs hallow'd were : 

Thou madft our forrows, which before had beefy 

Only for the fuccefs, forrows for fin ; ^ 
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tmiy Y&RSES TO T*% AVTHOm 



^e owe thee all thole tears, now thou art dead, I j 

Which we Ihed not, which for ourfelves we Ihed : : 

Nor didft thou qnly confecrate our tear*, 

Give a religious tincture to. our fears, 

But ev'n our joys had lcarn'd an innocence ; 

Thou didlt from giadnefs feparate offence. 20 

AJ1 minds at once fuefct grace from thee, as where ; 

(The curfe re vok'd) the nations had one ear. 

Pious diffeclor, they one hour did treat 

The thoufan4 mazes of the heart's deceit : 

Thou didfl purfue our lov'd and fubtile fin, 25 

Jthrp 1 all the foldings we have wrapt it in 

And in thine own large mind finding the way 

By which ourfelves we from jourfelvcs convey, 

Didfl in us, narrow models, know the fame 

Angels, tho' darker, in our meaner frame. 39 

How fhort of praife is this f My Mufe, alas ! 

.Climbs weakly to that truth which none can pais, - 

He that writes belt can .only hope to leave 

,A chara&er of all he could conceive, 

&ut none of thee ; and with me muft confefs 3? 

That Fancy finds fome check, from an excels 

Of merit mod, of nothing it hatfc fpun, 

And truth, as reafon's ta£t and theme, doth fhun : - 

$he makes a fairer flight in emptinefs 

Than when a bodied truth doth her opprefs. 40 

Reafon again denys her fcales, becaufe 

Her's. are but leaks, flie judges by the laws 
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.VI X. 9X8 TO TBI AVTRStk jxXX^f 

Of weak cdmpariftn ; thy virtue illgKU . 
Her feeble beam and her unequal weights* 
What prodigicbf wit and picric . 45 

Hath ihe cUe known hy which to raeafure thee ? 
Great Soldi we can ho more the worthinefe 
<Of what you were than What you are eaprefs. 48 
trout* obxboL^HiM 

rfdf/i the Dean of St. PauPs, ^ 

DiL JOHN I>ONttE> 

BY MR. THOMAS CARY. 

Can w* «<ft ftrce from widow'd Poetry, 
Now thoujdt dead, great Donne ! an elegy 
?To crown tjry hearfe ? why yet dare we not troft, 
Tho* with onkneaded ttoughdbakM profe, thy dolt? 
Such as the unfciffbr'd churchman from the flbw'r $ 
Of fading rhetonque, Ihort*kVd fats his hour, 
Dry as the farfd that meafarea it, ihomld lay > 
$7pon thy aflreB on the funeral day? 
Have we no voice, no tune ? didftthou difpenfe 
Thro* all our language both the words and fehfe ? tb 
*Tis a fed truth. The Pulpit may her pisdn - -> 
And fober Chriftiari precepts (Hll retain ; 
vBoctrinei it may and whoiefome ufesframe, 
Grave homilies and U&nreSj but the flame 
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1|ZXX*1 VERSES TO TH E AUTHOU. 



Of thy brave fool, that fbot fuch heat and light IJ 

As burnt our earth, and made our darknefs bright, 

Committed holy rapes upon our will, 

Did thro* the eye the melting heart dtitil, 

And the deep knowledge of dark truths fo teach, 

As fenfe might judge what fancy could not reach, 20 

Muft be defir'd for ever. So the fire 

That fills with fpirit and heat the Delphique choir, 

Which, kindled firft by thy Promethean breath, 

Glow'dhere a while, lies quencht how in thy death. 

The Mufes* garden, with pedantique weeds 2$ 

O'erfpread, was purg'dby thee ; the lazy feeds 

Of fervile imitation thrown away, 

And frefli in venfion' planted. Thoo didft pay 

The debts of bur penurious bankrupt age, 

Licentious thefts, that make poetique rage. 39 

A mimique fury, when our fouls mufk be . . 

"poffeft or with Anacreon's ecftafie 

Or Pindar's, not their own. The fubtile cheat 

Of (he-exchanges, and the jugling feat 

Of two-cdg*d words, Or whatfoever wrong 35 

By oiir's was done the Greek or Latin tongue, 

Thou hadft r edeem'd, and open'd us a myne 

Of rich and pregnant fancy, drawn a line 

Of mafculine expreffion, which had good 

Old Orpheus feen, or all the ancient brood . 40 

Our fuperftxtious fools admire, and hold 

Their lead mpre precious than thy buraiih'd golds 
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V**8IS TO THt AtJTHOl. ' Kxxvti 

^Thounadft been their exchequer, and no more 
They in each other's daft had rak'd for ore* 
Thou fhalt yield no precedence but of time, 4^ 
And the blind' fete of language-, whofe tun'd chime - 
Jfforecharma the outward fenfe { yettfcomiimy'ffcclaiih 
From fo great dl&dvantage greater fame, 
Since to die awe of thy imperious wit 
Our ftubborn language bendt, made only fit 56' 
With hertough thick-ribb'd hoops to gird about 
Thy giant Jancy, which had proVd -too float 
For their loft melting phrafes. As in time 
They had the ftart, fo did they cull the prime 
Buds of invention many a hundred year, $f 
And left the rifled fields, befideathe fear 
To touch their harveft ; yet from thofc bare lands 
Of what is purely thine thy only hands 
(And that thy fmaUeft work) have gleaned more 
Than all thofc times and tongues could reap before. 60- 
But thou art gone, and thy fbwft laws will be 
Too hard foriibertines in poetrie i 
They will repeal the goodly exil'd train 
Of gods and gbddeffes, which in thy Juft reign 
Were baniih'd nobler poems : now with thefe 65 ' 
The filencM tales o' th* Metamorphofes 
Stall ftufftheir lines, and fwett the windy page, 
Till verfe, refin'd by thee, in this Ull age; 
Turn ballad -rhyme ; or thofe old idols be 
Ador'd agaiit With new apoftafie, 7^ 
- ^-=— — HiJ- - i 



Digitized by G00gle 



Oh! p«^meithiitlM^^khttt»ti»*4Tj^ 

The rcvVe»dlik^%to^tcn<ktkyiK4rt«, 

"tyhofe a^Suik&toartaavmwweve to tf*e«, 

More than ttociki^Jii^ a k>udokgie» • . -.. 

That did pmcfato, in axkmb elo<|n*s<fc, , . 7jt 

The death of ^the Afl^ wWci^tftOjCf* ■ 

Grown feeble, in thefe panting nurohfiJW.Utffc 

Qafping fn^sthwiaJd^aocentt, andiodiea* 

So doth theiv^lyHurning wheel not ftanii 

In th* intaatTO withdraw the maring hand, Sot 

But fome fimiitijro maintains a faint weak contfe, 

By virtue of ^fi^ibnpwlfive for<?r; r 

^nd fo, whil(fe i^auv on thy funeral pile 

Thy crown of haya,«h! tetit; crack! a white, 

Andipii'oii^Vl^*^ : Si 

Suck all the mojftntte iipv then turn to aihf a. 

I will not diswr dae*a«y ta engraft 

All th# perfection* oriW^ep^Ji our ln&; • 

Thofe a^ltnft niwvromfpr an elegit 

And this too great to; bft e^prefii d by ite - r £Q 

Tho' ev'ry pen JSbnlldihafe a diftinel part* 

Yet thott ar* deJJK'eitaugh to try allaxt. 

I*$ othejfaxaiife.th#rcft a-it fliaU faSrcev 

I on thy tomh*hiacjaka$&nicrfe:: \ ; 

Here #es a ^Jng that rtJW, aate thought^, g| 

The univerfaiintiftiurcty of wit 7 

Here lie two^flatoens, and both ttafetfce heft* 

^Uo'sfirft^atlaftjdUJtrneGfid^l^rteft,.^ / 

1 [\n " i 
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, - - ANIEtiEGtE fcNBfc; BONNE* 

. . . t . . ; . , • 
BY,SIR LUCIUS, CART. r , ^ 

Poets I Attend | tlie elcgiel ftng « 
Bath of a double flamed prieftandkSnfct 
InfteafrofcSsfo &4 pendants bring your verft, 
Fof y§a mutlbiJcnlef mourned* at his heatfe: 
A toiftb y©*r**uife muft to ms fknie fopply, 5 
No others afonu Abnts can never die : ' 
And as he was&two-f old prieft , in youth f 
Apollo's, afterwards the voice o£3Frut& ^ r. . . : 
God's conduit piffe for grace, who^ctio& him for 
His4tt¥adrdinftryembairador; 10- 
So let his lieges ^th the poets joyny , 
Both having ihares, both mufcln?gf$ef combine. 
Whilft Johfefon forceth with hi^elegie 
Tears from a grief-unknowifig Seythlatfs eye, 
( Like Mofesy at whofe ftroke the waters gulht \$\ 
From forth <he rock, and Hke a toi*efttTulht) • 
Iaet Land his funcral-fermon preach; and lhow 
Thofe vii*tte£dul£eye$ were not apt*o know ; 
Nor leave that piercing theme, till itappears 
To be Good-Friday by the church's tears : %0 
Yet make not grief too long opprefs our pbwers, 
t€ft that his fun'ral-fermon Ihouid prove eursj 
Nor yet forget that heavenly elocjuence 
With which he did the bread of life difpenfe ; 

Hiij 
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Preacher and orator difcharg'd both parts, %$ 

Whh ple^tlE forrotwr jfepfe, fcejj&f grpwJhearts ; 

And the firft fuch (tho* a long-ftudied art 

Tell us our foul is all in every part)* l * 

None was fo marblc-ifcl, whU& hg» {feigns, - T 

His foul fo lot%-4*0}k&tly in hi* ears, j r :.. 3$ 

And frprn t^ons* (whfc the. foreeMfc 

Bearing fawtf viae) wtoU'd witli^tftJllftl&Qd 

•$heir hearta, HtokaUA P©IM! couldlfeii SsfTfcw j 

Fertile he found tbfintaH, or; madfi-tfetia fe a 

No druggiftoCi^^fe<iftQ^*fl o**U . BS 

So catholiquel^^ioitipg cordiaj. 

Nornftly toCtho |»4pJt4welt hisH«re; 

His words work'd muah t bi# Jus exanapfe more i 

That preach'd op, wflrfcge-days his ppetty, . 

I tfelf .was oftentimes divinity; 43 

Thofe Antheme (ajaiaJifc fecopd pfalms) he writ , 

To make us know iht ertfft, and vajuc it* 

(#Jtho' we owe that reference to that name 

We flioi»ld not «oq4 warmth from an urtder-4ame) 

Creates a fireio H*& near extreme. 45 

That we woiildjcjye for and upon this them. 

Next, hisfo pioua Litany, which none oaft 

But count divine, except a Puritan ; 

And that, but for the name, nor this nor thole 

Want any thing of fertnons but the profe. 50 

Experience makes us fee that many a one 

Owes to % his country bis religion, 
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And in an ^tjic^ would as ftrongly gcow* 
Had but his nurfe a»4 mother taught tym/o*. 
Kot he the balla# o# Jus judgment hung, ; 55 
Nor did his precoggpt dp either wrong. 
I£S labourJ&ta^Hslgde whatever, fin, 
By time or car aleifoefs, had enter'd in ; 
Winnow'd t^cjia^frpm whea^ fen* yet was loth 
A too l^i.ffsftLPwuWi force him burn tfrejpfeoth; 6ct 
Nor would ateft ol that fo ignocan* 

W3*kM«&^W9»i»g. efteAWpidflMot aDU 

Nor did thofe barbarous opinions own, 

To think the organs An and faftjpRnonj : 

Nor was there expectation to gain grace 6$ 

From forth his fermous only, but his foci J 

Sopria^^i^ftichgra:^^; . .. 

With humbleneij, aa4 both with pisiy. 

So niil^jvai M^s; count*n?n^e when $W pray'd 

For them. wl*c&^n#n his, pow^gamft^'d; 

AndfueXh&gfayi^ when aUQq^*% fean4 

Received k&VM* {&ro' him) a* (ectuidband, 

Which joyn'd, 4& flames of motft devote moyff 

Than ever Argive Helen's could of love, 

Now, to contlu^ I muft my reafeu bring 75 

^9ierefore I cajl'4 \\W in his tfrfe King. 

That kingdom &e phtfofbnbcrs beUeYd 

To excel Alexander's, nor were griev'd 

By fear of lo& (that being fuch a prey 

No ftronger tha# pne's felf can force away) 8a 



Digitized by G00gle 



The kingdom*©! eue'sfelf, ihisbe etfofty - 
Andhis ; authority foweU employ'd, 
That never afiy could before became 
So great a moriareh frTfb fmall a roeBt t v 
He conquer'd rebel paffions, rulM th^m^i 8$ 
As under-fphears by the firft mover go 
Wifhtfofarth^wofkiil^^hatwecan : 
Ihifckhowl** hadlbme, for we knewhlmmani 
Then let his 4aft liteufe his ifitfft extretosf : 
His agd&w vifionsjthV hisyouthdrcam'd^realhfi. 90 

: ON^BR. JOHN DONN»/ j:il 

LATE D£AN OF ST. PAUL S, L0NX>O ( N. - 

Long fince this talk of tears from fcM was due; 
Long fince, Ofoef he did die to you, - " 
Or l&t you dead, when Wit Mtd-he toot fight 
Oh divine wings, and foar'd out of your fight; 
Preachers ! lis you ntuft weep ; the wit he taugnt $ 
You do enjoys the rebels which he brought 
From ancient difcord, giant faculties, 
And now no more religion's enemies t - 
Hdneft to knowings unto virtuous fw£et, J 
Witty to good, and learned to difcreet, . Id 
He reconcil'd, and bid th' ufurper go ; 
Dulnefs to vice, religion ought to flow. 
He kept his loves, but not his objects ; wit 
lie did not baniih, but tranfplanted it ; 
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TO THE AUTHOR^ 

*l*aught it his pfcce.aud ufe, and bright i$ home 15 

To piety, which it^Ofh beft become. 

IJji fhew'£ 98 "how. for fas. we ought $0 bgk$ 

And how to iifcg €hirlftY epjthalam y. 

The altars hadJta fires* ajfol these he fpofce 

Incenfeofta^*«^^ • 

Religion thus earfeh'4 the people train'd, 

jfcud God from friU vice had thefafripngpin'd. 

The firft effe&s fprung in the giddy mind 

Of flalhy youth, andtfcisft of WWWo&n4,< 

By colomrt le&s and drawn to a pujfriik t$ 

Now one* agajtv hy beauty of fruit* 

i^a if thejjj loggings too muft fet us free, 

And tempjuft now to the commanded ttee» 

Tell m,*, bni«w pleafure fuel* * 4r*fe j 

Have you knows, crime* f© (ha$'4 tor lpyeliaefs $C| 

Such as bis lips did ctoath. religion mi 

Had notwpc^ a hewty paffiflg £ft ? 

Corrupted Nature ibrrow'd when fee ftood 

So near, the danger of becomings good* 

And wifh'd our ft> inconftant car* exempt 35 

From piety that had fach pow-r to. tempt- 

Bid not hi* feared flattery beguile 

Man to amencjmetit I the law, taught to (mile, 

Penfionjdout vanity, and man grew well 

Thro* the fajnfcfraihy \j the *hich he felt 4Q 

O the fick ftate of man ! heal A doth not plcafe 

i^ax taHca»- tyit in ihc &*pe of the difeafc „ 
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Mr V* ftJfeS TO trfE AV*%&t? 

ThriftWs is charity toward patience, ' 

Juftice is cruel, mercy want of fenfe. ' 

What means our nature to bar Virtue place'; 4$ 

If Ihe do come in her own cloaths and face ? 

Is good a pill we dare not chaw to know ? 

Senfe, the foul's fervant , doith it keep, us ft> 

As we mighi ftarve fbt good, unlefo it fifft 

Do leave a pawn *>f reliih in the gufcf 5* 

Or have we to falvation no tie 

At all but .that of our infirmitie ? 

"ttflio treats with us muft bur afFectidfis move 

To th' good we file by thofe fweet^ Which we love J 

Muft feek our palats, and, with their delight 5$ 

To gain otfr deeds, muft bribe our appetite. 

Thefe trains he knew* and, laying nets to fave, 

Temptingly fugar^ ail the health ht gave. ' 

But where is now that chime ? that harmony 

Hath left the world. Now the loud organmay 60 

Appear, the better voyce is fled, to have ; 

A thoufand times the fweetnefs whicfe it gave; 

tiannot fayliow many thoufand lpirits f 

The fingle happinefs this foul inherits - 

Damns in the other world, fouls whoitt lib doit 65 

O' th'f&ife affli&s but only of thfelofe i 

Whom ignorance would half fave, all whofe pain 

R hot in what they feel, but others* gain ; 

Self-executing wretched fpirits, who, 

Carrying their guilt, tranfpprt theireovy too, 70/ 
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VBRSE* TO THE AUTHOR* "tC% 

But thole high joys which his wit's youngeft flame 

Would hurt to choofe, £h«dl not. we hurt to name f 

Yerfe-ftatues are all robbers; all we make 

Of momiment thwrdoth not give, but take : 

As fails which feameu to a fore-wind fit 75 

By a refinance go along with itj , 

So pens, grow while.they leffen fame fo left; 

weak affiflance is a kind of theft. , 
Who hath not love to ground his tears upon 
Mull weep here, if fee have ambition. 80 

J. CHUDLKIGB, 

QN DR. DONNE'S P^ATH, 

BY MR. MAYNE OP CHRIST-CHURCH IN OXFORD. 

Who (hall prefunie to mourn thee, Donne ! unlefs 

He could his tears in thy expreffions drefs, 

£nd teach his grief that rev'rence of thy heaife, 

To weep lines learned as thy Anniverfe I 

A poem of that worth, whole every tear 5 

Deferoe* the title o{ a feveral year ; 

Indeed fo far above its reader good, . 

That we arc thought wits when, *t is uuderft ood. 

There that bleft maid to dye who now fhoulo* grieve? 

After thy forrow were her lofs t9 Ijve, 10 

And her fair virtues in anpther's^ljine . , , 

Woui4 faintly dawn, which are made faints in thine. 
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Hadft thou bee* (haltower, and not writ&high, 
Or left ibme new way for our pen or ejd 
To lhed a funeral tear, perchance thy tomb *j 
Had not been fpeeehkfs, or ottr Mufe* fctotttb 5 
But now we dare not Write, but t&uft conceal 
Thy epitaph, left we be thought to fte&l s 
For who hath-read thee, and difcerhs thy worthy 
That will not fay toy cardefs hottrt brought forth 90 
Fancies beyond our ftudies, and thy play 
Was happier than our ferrous rime of day ? 
So learned was thy chance, thy hafte had wit, 
And matter from thy pen flow'd raflily fit. 
What was Ihf recreation turns tour brain, 35 
Our rack and palencfa is thy weakcft drain $ 
And when we moft come near thee, 't is our blifs 
To imitate thee Where thou dott amifc. 
Here light your Mufe, you that do only think 
And write, and are juft poets as you drinks JO 
In whofe weal: fancies wit doth ebb and now 
Juft as your Veck'nings rife, that we may know, 
In your whole carriage of your work, that here 
This flafh you wrote in wine, and that in beer. 
This is to tap your Mnlfe, which, runniri£l6ng, 35 
Writes flat, and takes our ear not half fb ftrong 5 
Poor fuburb wis, who if you want your cU^ 
Or if a lord recbVer, are blown ri£. 
Coutoyou but reach this beight, you Would not need 
To make each meal a project ere you feed, 49 
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.Vft*«£5 TO * B* AtJT HO*. * lcv8 

Nor walk in retinues' cloaths fb old and bare, 
Cf|s if left off to you from Ennius were ; 
Nor ihoukl your love in verfe call miftrefs thofe 
Who are mine hoftefe, or your whores, in profe. 44 
From this Mufe learn to court, whofe power could 
A cloyfter'd cohhrefs or a Veftal love, [movfc 
■And would convey ftick errants to their ear, 
That ladies knew no odds to grant and hear. 
But I do wrong thee, Donne! and this low praife 
Is wrhten only for thy younger days : 5c) 
I am not grown up for thy riper parts, 
Then fhould I praife thee thro* the tongues and arts. 
And have that deep divinity to know 
What myfteries aid from thy preaching flow, 
Who with thy words could charm thy audience, 55 
That at thy fermons ear was all our fenfe. 
Yet J haVe teen thee in the pulpit ftand, 
Where we might take notes from thy look and hand, 
And from thy fpeakmg action bear away 
Svfore fernwn than fome teachers ufe to fay* 60 
Such was t!hy carriage, and thy gefture fuch, 
As could divide the heart, and conference touch. 
Thy motion did cbnfate, and we might fee 
An errour vanqbini*d by delivery ? 
Not Kfce our fons of ^ea4, who, to reform 6$ 
Stheir hearers, fiercctyatthe pulpit ftorm, 
And beat the cufekm into worfe ellate 
Than if they did conclude it reprobate ; 
Volume I. I 
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"XCVili V«R6ES TO THIS AUTHOR 

Who can out-pray the glafe, then lay about 
Till all predeftination be tun out, 70 
And from the point fuch tedious ufes draw, 
Their repetitions would make gofpel law. 
' No 5 in fuch temper would thy fermons flow, 
So w$ll did do&rine and thy language fliow, 
And had that holy fear, as, hearing thee, 75 
The court would mend, and a good Chriftian be; 
And ladiea r tho* unhandfbme, out of grace, 
Would hear thee in their unbought look* and face* 
More I could write, but let this crown thine urn, 
We cannot hope the like till thou return. So 

UPON MR. J. DONNE 

AND HIS POEMS. 

Who dares fay thou art dead, when he doth fee 
Unhuried yet this living part of thee ; 
This part, that to thy being gives freih flame, 
And, tho' thou 'rt Donne, yet will preferve thy name] 
Thy flejh (whofe channels left their crimfon hue, 5, 
And wheysttke ran at laft in a pafeblue) 
May fhew thee mortal ; a dead palfy may 
Seife on 't, and quickly turn it into clay, 
Which, like the Indian earth, frail riferefinM; 
But this great fpirit thou haft left behind, 10 
This foul of Verfe, in its firft pure eftate 
Shall live, for all the world to imitate, 
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VMtSXS TO TfcE AUTHOR; Xci** 

lJut not come near; for in thy fancy's flight 
Thou dbft not ftoop unto the vulgar fight, 
But hoveling highly m the air of Wit, 15 
Holdft fuch a pitchnhat few can follow it; 
Admire they may. Each objed that the fpring 
(Or a more piercing influence) doth bring 
T' adorn earth's face, thou fweetly didft contrive 
To beauty's elements, and thence derive 30 
Unfpotted lilly's white ; which thou didft fet 
Hand in hand with the vein-like violet, 
Making them foft and warm, and by thy power 
Couldft give both life and fenfe unto a flower. 
The cherries thou haft made to tyeak will be ftj 
$weeter unto the tafte than from the tree ; 
And, fpight of winter-ftorms, amidft the fnow 
Thou oft' hail made the blufhing rofe to grow. 
The fea-nymphs, that the watry cavern's heap, 
Have fent their pearls and rubies from the deep 3 O 
To deck thy love, and, placed by thee, they drew 
More luftre to, them than where firft they grew*' - ' " 
All minerals that earth's full womb doth hold 
Promifcuoufly thou cotddft convert to gold, . 
And with thy naming raptures fo refine, 35 
That it was much more pure than in the myne. 
The lights that gild the night, if thou didft &y 
ThiyJook like eyes, thofc didoutfhinc the day; 
For there would he more virtue in fuch fpellt ' 
Than in meridians or crofs-parallels. 40 
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VBASES TO THB ABTBOB* 

Whatever was of worth in this great frame, 

That art could comprehend or wit could name, 

It was thy theme for beauty: thoo didft fee 

Woman was this fair world's epitome. 

Thy nimble Satires, too, and eVty ftram 

With nervy ftrength that ifin'dfrom thy brain, 

Will tofe the glory of their own clear bays, 

K Ihey admit of any other's praife. 

But thy diviner poems, whofc dear fire. 

Purges all drofe away, ihall by a choir 50! 

Qf dieiubimt with bcav'nly notea be fet : 

(Where flefli and blood could ne'er attain to yet) 

there pureft fpirits fing fuch facrcd lays 

In panegyrique hallelujahs, i J4 

AUTB. WlliO^. 

IN M1MOJLY OF DR. D0NN3, 

c • . .. '. 

BY MR. R. B. 

Donwb dead t *t is here reported true, tho' I 

Ne'er yet fo much defir'd to hear a lye. 

'Tis true, <tbo^rue, for fa; wo find it Ml, 

Ctapd news are often fak%, but %Uom ilh 

But mutt poor Fame teM us his fatal day, $' 

And (hall we know his death the common way ? 

Mettnuks fbme cotbet bright flU>uH have foretotf 

The death of fuch a maflf for tbo' of old 

; > v » 1 . *.. j k r ». * 
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Vfcfcsft* TO TBI AUTHOR; th 

*Tis held tkat comets princes 1 deaths foretell. 
Why fhould not his have needed one as well, IO 
Who was the prince of wits,'xhongfi whom he reign'd 
High as a prince, and as great Hate maintained i? , 
Yet wants he not his fign, for we havefeen 
A dearth, the like to which hath never been , 
Treading on harveft heels, which doth prefage - IjJ 
The dearth of wit and learning, which this age 
Shall find, now he is gone; for tho* there be 
Much grain in fhew, none brought it forth as hev 
Or men are nailers, or if true, want raifes 19 
The dearth, then more that dearth Donne's plenty 
Of learning, languages, of eloquence, [praifes. 
And poefie, paft ravUhing of fenfe, 
He had a magazine, wherein fuch ftore 
Was laid up as might hundreds ferve of poor* ' 

But he is gone ! O! how will his defire 25 
Torture all thofe that warm'd them by his fire I 
Methinks I fee him in the pulpit (landing, 
Nor ears or eyes, but all men's hearts commanding. 
Where we that heard him to ourfel ves did feign . 
Golden Chry foftome was yet alive again ; 30 
And never were we wearied, till we faw 
His hour (and but an hour) to end did draw. 
How did he fhame the doctrine-men, and ufe, * 
With helps to boot for men to bear th' abufe 
Of their tif 'd patience, and endure th* expenfe 35 
Of time, O fpent in heark'ning to nonfenfe I 

iiij 
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With marks alio enough, whereby to kne* 
The fpeaker is a zealoua dune©, or fa. 
'ITistrue, they quitted him ta their poor pow'r; 
They humm'd agamft him, and with face woikfawV 
CallMhiraaftrongvlinM man, a macaroon, / 4* 
And no way fit to fpeak to clouted moon. 
4 \ As fine words truly as yon would defire j 
«« But^rfly, but a ha^«difier^V 
Thus did thefc beetles flight in him that good 4£ 
They cosldnot fee, and much fefs uuderftoed* i 
Sot we may lay, when we compare the fluff 
Both wrought , he was a candle, they the fnuffc. 
Well, Wi^om 's of her chiloVon iul^ry'd, 
Let therefore thefe poor feBpws ftand afide * 5^ 
Nor, tho' of learning he defcrvM fo highly, ■ r 

Would I his book mould fcve him ; rather fliry 
I; mould advife his dergy not to pray, 
Tho* of the learnedft fort jimethinkathat they 
Of the fame trade are judges not fo fit; 
There 's no fuch emulation as of wit. 
Of fuch the envy might as much perchance 
Wrong him, and more, than th* other's ignorance. 
It was his fate, I know 't, to be envy*d 
As much by clerks as laymen magnify* d : 60 
And why f but 'caufe he came late in the day, 
And yet his penny earn'd,and had as they. 
No more of this, left fomc fhould fay that i 
Am ftrajf'd to fatire, meaning elegy, ^ 
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No, no ; had Donne need to be. jadg'd or try Mi 6$ 

A jury I would fumawm o«t his tide 

^bat had no fide* nor fa&ioiit palk the touch 

Of all exceptions, fr e^frojn paiSou* freh 

As not to fear no* flatter e'er wens bred; , •* 
Thefe would I faring, thp' called from the dead : TO' 
Southampton, Hamilton* Pembroke, E>or&t't wis* 
Huntington, Bedford^ to uatfiffe^iAe peacU : . : r 
Once of cachfex. If the&fuffctJMtt L : 
Tea decern tab*, have^of Jbmdmib)*; . I , 

All which for Donne would fuch a verdict give 75 
As can belong to none thKHOvHtob live*! 

But what do I ? a diminution *t is 
To fpeak of him in verfe fo Ihbrt of his, 1 
Whereof he was the mailer ^all, indeed, ' . ~ I 
Compar'd with him p*p'di>a an Oaten teed* 8$. 
O that you had but one, 'mongft all your brtothera, 
Could write for him as he hatk done for others! 
IJpets I fpeak to : when I fee-'t i 'U fay 
My eyefight bettiers as my years decay. 
Mean-tame a quarrel \ {ball ever have 8 5 

Againft thefe; doughty keepers from the grave* 
Who ufe, it feems, their old authority, 
When verfes men immortal make they cry; 
Which had it been a redjm true try'd, 
Probatum eflet, Donne had never dy'd. 90 

For nve, if e'er I had ieaft fpark at all 
Of that which they poetigue fire do cal^ 
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gfcre iVonfcft k fetched from his hearth, 
Which is gone out, now he is gone to earth. . 
Thisonly a poor flafli, a lightning is 95 
Before my Kfufe J s death^as after his; 
Farewell, fair 1 Soul tanddeign receive from me . 
This:tyfrt> of that dovetion 1 owe thee, 
Utom whom, while living, as by voice and pen 
I learned more than from a thoufand men, loo 
So by thy death am-of one donbt releas'd, 
AndnowbcUevet|iatttifacIesareceas'd. jo% 
t\ ... ' •. . 

EP1TAPH4M* DR. DONNE, 

BY DR. CORBET, BISHOP OF OXFORD. 

Ha that would write an epitaph for thee, 

And do it weH, muft urffc begin to be 

Siujh as thou wert ; for none can truly know 

Thy worth, thy life, bit he that hath liv'd fo : 

He muft have wit to fpare and to hurl down, 5 

Enough to keep the gallants of the Town : 

If 8 muft have learning plenty ; both the laws, 

Civil and Common, to judge any cauie; 

Divinity great ftore above the reft, 

Not of the iaft edition, but the beft. 10 

He muft have language, travel, all the arts; 

Judgment to ufe, or elfe he wants thy parts : 

He muft have friends the higheft, able to do, 

Such as Mecsnas, and Auguftus too ; ) 
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He muft have fueh a fkkjnefs, f nch axfeaih, . : 

Or^lfe fail vain b^aaptiofs come beneath. ■.- 7 

Who then mall write an epitaph iac chee -."«..'* 

He mud be dead firft ; let it alone for me. I? 



EPITAPH UPON.DIL DONHE, 

BY ENDY. PORTER. * \ 

This decent urn a fad infeription wears 
Of Donne's departure/j-om.us to the fphears, 
And the dumb ftone with filence feems to tell 
The changes of this life, wherein if well r 
Expreft a caufe to make aHjoy to ceafe, £ 
jjuid neyer kt our forrows mote take eafc ; : >> ' V 
For now.it is impoffihfc to find .. 
Qne fraught with Yirtue&to enrich a mind; i - w . 
But why ihould Death, with a pxamifcuous hand, v 
At one rude ftroke impoverish a land? o. . i<$ 
Thou ftri(^ fttcraey inilb^ficljef! Fate, "7" 
Didfctoi confifcate hfe life :out of hate 1 . 

T« his rare .partsi or dldfl thouithrow thy {hrtj ; 
With envious hand at fome plebeian heart, 
And he with pious virtue ftept between 1% 
To fave that ftroke, and fo was kilTd unfeen 
By thee ? O ! 't was his goodnefs fo to do, 
Which human kindnefs never reach' d unto. 
Thus the hard laws of death were fatisfy'd, 
And he left us like orphan-friends, and dy'd. 4$ 
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I^bw from die pulpit to the people's ears . 

Whofe fpeech fhall fend repentant fifchs and tears ? 

Or tell me, if a purer Virgin die, 

Who lhall hereafter write her elegie ? 

Poets ! be filent ; let your numbers fleep, 35 

For he is gone that did all fancy keep* . . 

Time hath no foul but his exalted verfe, 

Which with amazements we may now rehearfe. a 8 

EPITAPH. 

Here lies Dean Donne I Enough ; thofe words alone 

^hew him as fully as if all the ftone 

His church of Paul's contains were thorow inferib'd, 

Or all the walkers there to [peak him brib'd. 

None can miftake him, for one fuch as he, J 

Donhe, Dean, or Man, more none lhall ever fee. 

Mot man ? no ; tho' unto a run each eye - 

Were turn'd, the whole earth fo to overfpy. ■ 

A bold brave word; yet fuch brave fpirits as knew 

His fpfrit, will fay it if left bold than true. ■ J5 
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SATIRES. 

SATIRE I. 

Awa7 ! thou changeling motely humourift ; 
sj^eave me, and in this ftanding wooden cheft, 
Conforted with thefe few books, let me lye 
In prifon, and here be coffin'd when 1 dye. 
Here are God's conduits, grave divines; and here 5 
Is Nature's fecrctary, the philofopher; 
£nd wily ftatefmen, which teach how to tye 
The finews of a city's myftic body; 
Here gathering chroniclers, and by them ft and 
Giddy fantaftique poets of each land. f 0 
Shall 1 leave all this conftant company, 
And follow headlong wild uncertain thee ? 
Firftfwearby thy beft love, here in earueft, • 
(If thou which lov'ft all canft love any beft) . 
Thou wilt not leave me in the middle ftrcet, r$ 
Tho* fome more fpruce companion thou doft meet 5; 
$iot tho* a captain do come in thy way , 
Bright parcel gilt, with forty dead men's pay; 
Not thq- a brife perfum'd pert courtier 
Deign with a nod thy courteiie to anfwer ; ad 
Nor come a velvet juftice with a lohg 
'iJreat train of blew-coats, twclye or fourteen ftron^ 
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.Wilt thou grin or fawn on him, or prepare . . ? 
A fpeech to court his beauteous fon and heir \ 
Jor better or worfe take me or leave me; o$ 
To take and leave me is adultery. 
Oh, monftrous! fuperftitious Puritan, 
Of refin*d manners, yet ceremonial man! 
That when thou nrcet'ft one with cthiuiriD^eyei 
Doft fearch, and, like a needy broker, prize £D 
The filk and gold he wears* and to that rate, 
So high or low, dbftraife thy formal hat; 
That wife confort none tiil thou have known 
What lands he hath in hope, Or of his own ; 
As tho* all thy companions flwuld make thee 
Joyntures, and marry thy dear company j 
Why Shouldft thou- (that tfoft not only approve, 
©ut in rank itchy luft 'defire and love. 
The nakednefs and barrermefs t* enjoy 
Of thy plump muddy whore or proftitut e hoy) 40 
Hate Virtue, tho* ihe naked be and hare ? 
At birth and death our fo&ea naked are 5 
And till our fouls be imapparetied 
Of bodies they from Wife are hamfhed. 
Man's firft bltft ft ate was naked ; when by fm 4$ 
He loft that, he was cloath*d but in heaft's lkin, 
And in this coarfe attire, which I now wear, 
With God and with the Mutes I confer. 
But fince thou, like a contrite penitent, 
Charitably warn'dof thy fins, doft repent $6 
3 
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Thefe vanities and giddineffes, lo 
I fliut my chamber-door, and, Come, let's go. 
But fponer may a cheap whore, who hath been 
Worn out by as many feveral men in fin 
As are black feathers or mufc-colour'dhofe, 55 
Name her child's right true father 'mongft all thofe ; 
Sooner may one guefs who ftiall bear away 
The infantry of London hence to India ; 
And fooner may a gulling weather-fpy, 
By drawing forth heav'n's fcheme, tell certainly 60 
What fafhion'd hats, or raffs, or fuits, next year* 
Our giddy -headed antick youth will wear, 
Than thou, when thou depart*ft from me, can (how 
Whither, why, when, or with whom, thou wouldft 
But how fhall I be pardon'd my offence, [go. 
That thus have finn'd againft my confeience I 66 
■Now we are in the ftreet ; he firft of all, 
Improvidently proud, creeps to the wall, 
And fo imprifan'd and hemm'd in by me, 
Sells for a little ftate his liberty ; 70 
Yet tho' he cannot fkip forth now to greet 
Every fine filken painted fool we meet, 
He them to him with amorous fmiles allures, 
And grins, fmacks, ihrugs, and fuch an itch endures 
As 'prentices or fchool^bop, which do know 75 
Of fome gay fport abroad, yet dare not go ; 
And as fiddlers flop loweft atiiigheft found, 
So to the mod brave (loops he nigVft the ground; 
Volume I. * " K 
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But to a grave man he doth move no more 

Than the Wife politique horfe would heretofore ; Ba 

Or thou, O Elephant or Ape ! wiit do, 

When any names the King of Spain to yen. 

Now lean* he upright, jogs me, and cries, Do yotfee 

Tfoader well-favOnr'd youth ? Which i Oh I 'tis he 

That dances fo divinely, oh J (aid I, 85 

Stand ftitt; maft yon daace here for company ? 

He droopM, we werit, tiU one (which did excel! 

Th' Indians m drinking hk tobacco well) 

Met us t they taik'd; f wttiiper'd, JLet us go; 

It may be you frtieU him ntrf ; truly I do. 00 

He hears not me; but on the other fide 

A many-colour'd peacock having fpy'd, 

leaves him and me 1 1 for my loft iheep ftay^ 

He follows, overtakes, goes on ihe way, 

Saying, Him whom 1 laft left air repute 05 

For his device in handfoming a fuit; 

To judge of lace, pink, panes, print, cut and plait, 

Of all the court to hare the beft conceit : 

Our dull commedians want him; let him go: 

But, oh ! God ftrengthen thee; why ftoop'ft thou fo? 

Why, be hath travaiTd long; no, but to toe 101 

Which underftood none, he doth fecm to be 

Perfect.. French and Italian. I reply'd, 

So is the pox. He anfwer'd not, but fpy'd 

More men of fort, of parts and qualities. 105 

At laft his love he in a window fpies > 
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SATIRES* 



I2X 



And like light dew exhal'd he flings from me, 

Violently ravilh'd to his lechery. 

Many there were he could command no more; 109 

He quarrell'd, fought, bled; and, turn'd out of door*. 

Directly came to me, hanging the head, 

And cottftantly a while mult keep his bed. II* 

SATIRE IL 

S iR, tho' ( I thank God for k) I do hate 
Perfectly all this Town, yet there *s one flat* 
In all ill things fo excellently heft. 
That hate towards them breeds pity towards the reft. 
Tho' poetry indeed be fuch a fin 5 
As I think that brings dearth and Spaniards is; 
Tho", like the peftilence and old-fafhion'd love> 
Hidlingly it catch men, and doth remove 
Never till it be ftarv'd out ; yet their flate 
Is poor, difarm'd, like Papifts, not worth hate : 10 
One (like a wretch, which at bar judg'd as dead, 
Yet prompts him which (lands next, and cannot read. 
And faves his life) gives idiot actors means, 
( Starving himfelf ) to live by '» laboured fcents ; 
As in fome organs puppits dance above, 25 
And bellows pant below which them do move. 
One would move love by rhymes; but witchcraft** 
charms 

£ring not now their old fears nor their old harms, 

JSij 
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Sal. IT. 



Rams and flings now are filly battery ; 

Piftolets are the beft artillery : 30 

And they who write to lords, rewards to get, 

Are they not like fingers at doors for meat ? 

And they who write, becaufe all write, have ftill 

Th! excufe lor writing, and for writing ill. 

But he is worft who (beggcrly ) doth chaw 25 

Others* wit's fruits, and in his ravenous maw 

Rankly digefted, doth thofe things out-fpue 

As his own things : and they *re his own, 'tis true ; 

For if one eat my meat, tho' it be known 

The meat was mine, th' excrement is his own. 30 

But thefe do me no harm, nor they which ufe 

To out-do dildoes and out-ufure Jews, 

T' out-drink the fea, t' out-fwear the Litany, 

Who with fins all kinds as familiar be 

As confeffors, and for whofe finful fake 3$ 

Schoolmen new tenements in hell muft make ; 

Whofe ftrange fins canonifts could hardly tell 

In which commandment's large receit they dwell. 

But thefe puniih themfelves. The infolence 

Of Cofcus only breeds my juft offence, 40 

Whom time (which rots all, and makes botches pox, 

And plodding on muft make a calf an ox) 

Hath made a lawyer, which (alas!) of late 

But fcarce a poet, jollier of this (late 

Than are new benehVd minifters ; he throws, 45 

Like nets or lime- twigs, wherefoe'er he goes, 
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His title of Barrifter on every wench, 
And woos in language of the Pleas and Bench. 
A motion, Lady! Speak, Cofcus. I have been 
In love e'er fince tricefimo of the Queen. 50 
Continual claims I 've made, injunctions got 
To ftay my rivaTs fuit, that he ihould not 
Proceed; fpare me, in Hillary term I went; 
Yon faid, if I return'd next 'fize in Lent, 
I mould be in remitter of your grace ; 5$ 
In th* interim my letters ihould take place 
Of affidavits. Words, words, which would tear 
The tender labyrinth of a maid's foft ear 
More, more than ten Sclavonians fcoldings, more 
Than when winds in our ruin'd abbys rorc. 6*© 
When fick with poetry, and pofleft with Mufe 
Thou waft, and mad, 1 hop'd; but men which chufe 
Law-pra<SHce for meer gain, bold fouls repute 
Worfe than imbrotheU'd (trumpets proilitute. 
Now like an owl-like watchman he muft walk, 65 
His hand ftill at a bill ; now he muft talk 
Idly, like prifoners, which whole months will fwear 
That only furetifliip hath brought them there, 
And to every Alitor lye in every thing, 
Like a king's favourite, or like a king ; 70 
Like a wedge in a block wring to the bar, 
Bearing like affes, and more mamelefs far 
Than carted whores, lye to the grave judge ; for 
Bal^rdy abounds not in kings' titles, nor 

Kiij 
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Simony and Sodomy in churchmen's lives, 75 

As thefe things do in him; by thefe he thrives. 

Shortly (as th' fea) he '11 compafs all the land, 

Prom Scots to Wight, from Mount to Dover Strand; 

And fpying heirs melting with luxury, 

Satan will not joy at their fins as he : 80 

For (as a thrifty wench fcrapes kitching-flnff, 

And barrelling the droppings, and the fnuflf 

Of wafting candles, which in thirty year 

(Reliquely kept) perchance buys wedding chear) 

Piecemeal he gets lands, and fpends as much time 8j 

Wringing each acre as maids pulling prime. 

In parchment then, large as the fields, he draws 

Aflurances big as glois'd Civil laws; 

So huge, that men (in our time's forwardneft) 

Arc fathers of the church for writing left. 90 

Thefe he writes not, nor for thefe written pays, 

Therefore fpares no length, (as in thofe firft days, 

When Luther was profefl, he did defire 

Short Pater-nofters, faying, a* a fryer, 

Each day his beads : but having left thofe laws, 9 c 

Adds to Chrift's prayer the power and glory claufe) 

But when he fells or changes land, h' impairs 

His writings, and (unwatch'd) leaves out ftt hdrn 9 

And (lily, as. any commcnter, goes by 

Hard words or fenfe ; or in divinity 100 

As controverted in vouch'd texts leave out [doubt. 

Shrewd words, which might againfl them clear the 
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Where are thdfe fpread woods which cloth 'd hereto* 

fore 

Thofe bought lands ? not built, nor burnt within door. 
Where the old landlord's troops and alms ? In halls 
Carthufian fafts and fulfome Bacchanals 106 
Equally I hate. Mean's bleil. In rich men's homes 
I bid kill fome beads, but no hecatombs; 
None flarve, none furfeit fo. But (oh!) w* allow 
Good works as good, but out of fafhion now, 1 10 
.Like old rich wardrobes. But my words none draw* 
Within the vaffc reach of th' huge ftatut e-laws. ll% 

SATIRE III. 

Xind pity checks my fpleen ; brave fcorn forbids 

Thofe tears to iffue which fwell my eye-lids. 

I mcft not laugh nor weep fins, but be wife : 

Can railing then cure thefe worn maladies ? 

Is not our miftrefs, fair Religion, $ 

As worthy of our fouls' devotion 

As virtue was to the firft blinded age f 

Are not heaven's joys as valiant to afTwage 

Lulls as earth's honour was to them ? Alas ! 

As we do them in means, (hall they furpafs jo 

Us in the end ? and fhall thy father's fpirit 

Meet hjind philofophers in heav'n, whofe merit 

Of ftri<5fc life may b' imputed faith, and hear 

Thee, whom he. taught fo eafie ways and new 
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To follow, damn'd ? Oh ! if thou dar 'ft; fear this : 1 5 
This fear great courage and high valour is. 
Dar'ft thou aid mutinous Dutch ? and dar'ft thou lay 
Thee in Imps' wooden fcpulchres, a prey 
To leader's rage, to ftorms, to (hot, to dearth ? 
Dar'ft thou dive leas, and dungeons of the earth ? ao 
Haft thou courageous fire to thaw the ice 
Of frozen north-difcoveries, and thrice 
Colder than falamauders f like divine 
Children in th* oven, fires of Spain and the line, 
Whofe countries limbecks to our bodies be, 15 
Canft thou for gain bear ? and muft every he 
Which cries not Goddefs! to thy miftrefs, draw 
Or eat thy poyfonous words ? courage of ftraw ! 
O defperate coward ! wilt thou feem bold, and 
To thy foes and his (who made thee to ftand 36 
Centincl in this world's garrifon) thus yield, 
And for forbid wars leave th' appointed field ? 
Know thy foes : the foul devil (he whom thou 
Striv'ft to pleafe) for hate, not love, would allow 
Thee fain his whole realm to be quit ; and as 35 
The world's all parts wither away and pafs, 
So the world's felf, thy other lov'd foe, is 
In her decrepit wane, and thou loving this 
Doft love a withered and worn ftrumpet laft; 
Flelh (itfelf 's death) and joys, which flefh can tafte, 
Thou lov'ft ; and thy fair goodly fcul, which doth 4X 
Give this flelh power to tafte joy, thou doft loath* 
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Seek true religion, O ! -where ? Mirreus, 
Thinking her unhous'd here, and fled from us, 
Seeks her at Rome ; there, becaufe he doth know 45 
That (he was there a thoufand years ago. 
He loves the raggs fo, as we here obey 
The flate-cloth where the prince fate yefterday. 
Grants to fuch brave loves will not be inthralTd, 
But loves her only who at Geneva is calTd 50 
Religion, plain, fimple, fullen, young, 
Contemptuous, yet unhandfome ; as among 
Lecherous humours there is one that judges 
No wenches wholefome but coarfe country drudges. 
Grajus ftays ftill at home here ; and becaufe 55 
Some preachers, vile ambitious bawds, and laws 
Still new like famions, bid him think that ihe 
Which dwells with us is only perfect, he 
Imbraceth her whom hi* godfathers will 
Tender, to him, being tender ; as wards ftill 60 
Take fuch wives as their guardians offer, or 
Pay values. Carelefs Phrygius doth abhor 
All, becaufe all cannot be good; as one 
Knowing fome women whores dares marry none. 
Gracchus loves all as one, and thinks that fo 65 
As women do in diverfe countries go 
In diverfe habits, yet are ftill one kind, 
So doth, fo is Religion; and this blind- 
Kefs too much light breeds. But unmoved thou 
Of force muft one, and fore'd but one, allow, 70 
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And the right ; aflc thy father which is fhe ; 

Let him aflc his. Tho' 1 ruth and Failhood he 

Near twins, yet Truth a little elder is : 

Be bufie to feek her ; believe me this, 

He 's not of none, nor word, that feeks the beft. 75 

T' adore or fcorn an image, or proteft, 

May all be bad. Doubt wifely. Inftrangeway 

Tq ftand inquiring right is not to dray ; 

To fleep or run wrong is. On a huge-hill, 

Cragged and deep, Truth (bands; and he that will 8a 

Reach her about mud, and about it, go, 

And what the hill's fuddennefii rends win fo. 

\c% ft rive fo that befbne age, death's twilight, 

Thy foul reft ; for none can work in that night, 

To will implys delay, therefore now do : 85 

Hard deeds the body's pains; hard knowledge to 

The mipd's endeavours reach; and myfteries 

Ave like the fun, dazling, yet plain t' all eyes. 

Keep the truth which thou haft found ; men do not 

In fo ill cafe, that God hatft with his hand [ftand 

Sign'd kings' blank-charters to kill whom they hate, 

Nor are they vicars, but hangmen, to Fate. 9* 

?ool and wretch ! wilt thou let thy foul be ty'd 

To man's laws, by which fhe ftiall not be try'd 

At the lad day ? or will it then boot thee 9$ 

To fay a Philip or a Gregory, 

A Harry or a Martin, taught me this ? 

\s not this excufe for meer contraries. 
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Hqua lly ftrong ? cannot "both fides fay fo ? 
That thou may 'ft rightly obey Power, her bounds 
know; ioo 
ThoJGepaft her nature and name's chang'd ; to be 
Then humble to her is idolatry. 
Aaftreamsare, power is 2 thole bleft flowers that dwell 
At the rough {beam's calm head thrive and do well; 
<But baring left their roots, and themfehres given 105 
To the ftream's tyrannous rage, lias ! are driven 
Thro* mills, rocks, and woods, and at lad, almoft 
Confum'd in going, in the fea are loft : 
So periih fouls which more chufe men's unjuft 
J^ovver, from God claim'd, than God himfelf to truft. 

SATIRE IV. 

"\ATe ll ; I may now receive and die. My fin 

Indeed is great, but yet I haVe been in 

A Purgatory, fuch as fear'd hell is 

A recreation, and fcant ir/ap of this. 

My mind neither with pride's itch, nor yet hath been* 

Poyfon'd with love to fee or to be feen. & 

I had no fuit there, nor new fuit to mow, 

Yet went to court : but as Glare, which did go 

To mafs in jeft, catch'd, was fain to difburfe 

The hundred marks, which is .the ftatute's curfe, 10 

Before he 'fcap'd ; fo 't pleas'd my Deftiny 

{Guilty of my fin of going) to think me 
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As prone to all ill, and of good as forget- 
Ful, as proud, luftful, and as much in debt, 
As vain, as witlefs, and as falfc as they 15 
Which dwell in court, for once going that way, 
Therefore I fufFer'd this : Towards me did run 
A thing more ft range than on Nile's llime the fun . 
E'er bred, or all which into Noah's ark came; 
A thing which would have pos'd Adam to name : 20 
Stranger than feven antiquaries' ftudies, 
Than Africk's monfters, Guiana's rarities; 
Stranger than ftrangers; one who for a Dane 
In the Danes' maffacre had fure been flain, 
If he had liv'd then, and without help dies 25 
When next the 'prentices 'gainft ftrangers rife : 
One whom the watch at noon lets fcarce go by ; 
One t' whom th' examining juftice fure would cry, 
Sir, by your priefthood, tell me what you are. ao 
His cloaths were ftrange, tho' coarfe, and black, tho* 
Slee velefs his jerkin w as, and it had been [bare ; 
Velvet, but *t was now (fo much ground was feen) 
Become tufftafFaty ; and our children {hall 
See it plain rafti a while, then nought at all. 34 
The thing hath travail'd,and, faith,fpeaksall tongues, 
And only knoweth what t* all ftates belongs. 
Made of th' accents and beft phrafe of all thefe, 
He fpeaks one language. If ftrange meats difpl^&fe, 
Art can deceive, or hunger force my taft ; 
But pedant's motley tongue, foldier's bomb.:ft, 4Q 
% 
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Mountebank's drufg-tongne, nor the terms of law, 
Are ftrong enough preparatives to draw 
Me tdjfcear this, yet I muft be content 
With his tongue, in his tongue call'd Complement \ . 
fn which he can win widows, and pay fcores, 4 j 
Make men fptak treafon, cousen fubtlcft whores, 
Out-flatter favourites, or outHe, either 
Jovius or £urius> or both together. 
He names me, and comes to me : I whifper, God ! 
How have I finn'd, that thy Wrath's furious rod, 56 
This fellow^ chufieth me , ? He faith, Sir, 
I love your judgment; whom do you prefer 
For the beft linguift ? and I fillity 
Said, that I thought Calepine's Dictionary. 
Nay, but of men f Moft fweet Sir ! Bel a, then, 55 
Some Jefu its, and two reverend men 
Of our two Academies* I nam'd. Here 
He ftopt me, and faid; Nay, your apoftles were 
Good pretty linguifts ; fo Panurgus was, 
Yet a poor gentleman ; all thefe may pais 6$ 
By travail. Then> as if he would have fold 
His tongue, he prais'd it, and fuch wonders told, 
That 1 was fain to fay, If you had liv'd, Sir, 
Time enough to have been interpreter 
To Babel's bricklayers, fure the tow'r had flood. 65 
He Odds, If of court-life you knew the good, 
You would leave lonenefs. I faid, Not alone 
My lonenefs is, but Spartanejs fafliion, 
Folume L h 
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To teach by painting drunkards, doth not laft 

Now ; Aretinc*s pi&ures have made few chad ; 70 

No more can princes* courts, tho* there be few 

Better pictures of vice, teach me virtue. 

He, like to ahigh-ftretcht lute-ftring, fqueakt, O, Sir ! 

*Tis fweet to talk of kings! At Weftminfter, 

Said I, the man that keeps the Abby-tombs, 75 

And for his price doth, with who ever comes, 

Of all our Harrys and our Edward* talk, 

From king to king, and all their kin can walk : 

Your ears mall hear nought but kings ; your eyes meet 

Kings only; the way to it is KingVUreet. So 

He fmack'd, and cry'd,He *sbafe, mechaniquc coarfe ; 

So 're all your Englifh men in their difcourfe. 

Are not your French men neat ? Mine, as you fee, 

I have but one, Sir ; look, he follows ne. 

Certes, they 're neatly cloath'd. I df thiatnind am, 8 e 

Your only wearing is your grogaram. 

Not fo, Sir ; I have more. Under this pitch 

He would not fly. I chaf *d him ; but as itch 

Scratch'd into fmart, and as blunt iron grownd 

Into an edge, hurts worfe ; fo I (fool ! ) found 90 

Croffing hurt mc. To fit my fullennefs, 

He to another key his ftile doth drefs, 

And asks, What news ? I tell him of new plays : 

He takes my hand, and, as a ftill which flays 

A femibrief 'twixt each drop, he niggardly, 95 

As loath to inrich me, fo tells many a lye, 
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More than ten Hollenfheada, or Halls, of Stows, 
Of trivial hpufliold trafti he knows. He knows 
When the queen frown'dor fmil'd; and he knowswha* 
A fubtile ftatefman may gather of that : iod 
He knows who loves whom, and who by poyfon 
Hafts to an office's reverfion : 
He knows who 'hath fold his land, and now doth beg 
A licenfe old iron, boots, fhoos, and egg- 
Shells to tranfport. Shortly boys ihall not play 105 
At fpan-counter or blow-point, but (hall pay 
Toll to fome courtier; and, wifer than all us, 
He knows what lady is not painted. Thus 
He with home-meats cloys me. I belch, fpue, fpit, 
Look pale and fickly, like a patient, yet 1 19 

He thrufts on more ; and as he 'had undertook 
To fay Gallo-Belgicus without book, 
Speaks of all dates and deeds that have been fince 
The Spaniards came to th' lofs of Amyens. 
Like a big wife, at fight of loathed meat, X 15 

Ready to travail, fo I figh and fweat 
To hear this makaron talk in vain ; for yet, 
Either my humour or his own to fit, 
He, like a priviledg'd fpy, whom nothing can 
Difcredit, libels now 'gainft each great man : izqi 
He names a price for every office paid : 
fit faith, Our wars thrive ill, becaufe delay'd; 
That offices are intaiTd, and that, there are 
Perpetuities of them lafting as far 

Lij 
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As the laft day ; and that great officers t2$ 

Do with the pirats fhare and Dunkirkcrs. 

Who waftcs in meat) in cloaths, in horfe, he notes; 

Who loves whores, who hoys, and who goats. 

I, more amaz'd than Circe's prifoners, when 

They felt thcmfelvestum beafts, felt my fc If then 13a 

becoming tray tor, and methooght I faw 

One of our giant ftatues ope his jaw 

To fuck me in for hearing him : I found 

That as burnt venomous leachers do grow found 

By giving others their fores, I might grow 13J 

Guilty, and he free : therefore I did mow 

All figns of loathing ; hut fince I am in, 

I muft pay mine and my forefathers* fin 

To the laft farthing : therefore to my power 

Toughly and ftubbornly I hear this crofs ; but th* hour 

Of mercy now was come : he tries to bring 14* 

Mc to pay a fine to Tcape his torturing, 

And fays, Sir, can you fpare me ? I faid, Willingly. 

Nay, Sir, can you fpare me a crown ? Thankfully I 

Gave it as ranfom. But as fiddlers {till, 145 

Tho' they be paid to he gone, yet needs will 

Thruft one more jigg upon you ; lb did he 

With his long complemental thanks vex me. 

But he is gone, thanks to his needy want, 

And the prerogative of my crown. Scant 150 

His thanks were ended when I (which did fee 

411 the court fiU'd with fuch Grange things as he) 
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Ran from thence with fuch or more haile than one 
Who fears more a&ions doth haile from prifon. 
At home in wholefome folitarinefs 15$ 
My piteous Ibul began the wretchednefs 
Of fniters at court to mourn, and a trance 
Like his who dreamt he faw hell did advance 
Itfelf o*er me : fuch men as he faw there 
I faw at court, and worfe, and more. Low fear i6c> 
Becomes the guilty, not th* accufer ; then 
Shall I, none's Have, of high born or rais'd men 
Fear frowns, and my miilrefs, Truth ! betray thee 
To th' huffing, braggart, puft nobilitie ? 
No, no ; thou which fince yefterday haft been 16$ " 
Almoft about the whole world, hail thou feen, 
O Sun ! in all thy journey vanity 
Such as fwells the bladder of our court ? I 
Think he which made your waxen garden, and 
Tr anfported it from Italy, to ftand 1 70 

With us at London, flouts our courtiers ; for 
Juft fuch gay painted things, which no fap nor 
Tafte have in them, our's are ; and natural 
Some of the ftocks are, their fruits baftard all. 
'Tis ten a clock, and paft ; all whom the Meufe, 1 75 
Baloun, tennis, diet, or the flews 
Had all the morning held, now the fecond 
Time made ready, that day in flocks are found 
In the prefence, and I, (God pardon me !) 
As freih and fwdet their apparels be, as be 180 

L Hj 
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The fields they fold to buy them. For a king 

Thole hole are, crys the flatterer; and bring 

Them next week to the theatre to fell. 

Wants reach all ftates. Me Teems they do as well 

At ftage as court. All are players; whoe'er looks 1 8 f 

(For themfelves dare not go) o'er Cheapfide books. 

Shall find their wardrobe's inventory. Now 

The ladys come. As pirats, which do know 1 81 

That there came weak (hips fraught with eocheneal, 

The men board them, and praife (as they think) well 

Their beauties; they the men's wits : both are bought. 

Why good wits ne'er wear fcarlet gowns I thought 

This caufe : thefe men men's wits for fpeeches buy, 

And women buy all reds which fcarlets die. 

He call'd her beauty lime-twigs, her hair net : 195 

She fears her drugs ill laid, her hair loofe fet. 

Would n't Heraclitus laugh to fee Macrine 

From hat to ftiooe himfelf at door refine, 

As if the pretence were a Mofchite; and lift 

His flrirts-and hofe, and call his clothes to fhrift, acQ 

Making them confefs not only mortal 

Great flains and holes in them, but venial 

Feathers and duft, wherewith they fornicate ? 

And then by Durer's rules furvey the ftate 

Of his each limb, and with firings the odds tries aoj 

Of his neck to his leg, and wafte to thighs. 

So in immaculate clothes and fymmetry 

Perfect as circles, with fuoh nicety 
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As a young preacher at his firft time goes 

To preach, he enters, and a lady, which owes 210 

Him not fo much as good-will, he arrefts, 

And unto her protects, protefts, protefts; 

So much as at Rome would ferve to 'have thrown 

Ten cardinals into the Inquifition, 

And whifpers by Jefu fo oft', that a 21$ 

Purfuivant would have ravifh'd him away 

For faying of our Lady's pfaltcr. But 'tis fit 

That they each other plague j they merit it. 

But here comes (jlorius, that will plague them both, 

Who in the other cxtream only doth 220 

Call a rough careleflhefs good faihion ; 

Whofc cloak his fpurs tear, or whom he fpits on, 

He cares not, he. His ill words do no harm 

To him ; he ruflies in, as if Arm, arm, 

He meant to cry ; and tho' his face be as ill 225 

As theirs which in old hangings whip Chrift, ftill 

He ftrives to look worfe ; he keeps all in awe, 

Jefts like a licens'd ioo\, commands like law. 

Tir'd, now, I leave this place, and but pleas' d fo 

As men from gaols to execution go ; 23a 

Go thro' the Great Chamber (why \s it hung 

With the feven deadly fins ?) being among 

Thofe Afkaparts, men big enough to throw 

Charing-crofs for a bar, men that do know 

No token of worth but queen's man and fine 235 

JJving, barrels of beef and ilagciis of wine, 
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1 (hook like a fpy'd fpy. Preachers ! which are 

Seas of wit and arts, you can, then dare 

Drown the fins of this place ; for, for me. 

Which am but a fcant brook, it enough (hall be 340 

To wafli the (tains away; altho' 1 yet 

(With Machabee' modefty) the known merit 

Of my work leffen, yet fome wife men (hall, 

I hope, efteem my writs canonical. 244 

SATIRE V. 

Thou (halt not laugh, in this leaf, Mufe ! nor the/ 

Whom any pity warms. He which did lay 

Rules to make courtiers, he being underftood 

May make good courtiers, but who courtiers good ? 

Frees from the (ling of jefts all who in extream $ 

Arc wretched or wicked; of thefe two a theam 

Charity aud Liberty give me. What is he 

Who officers' rage and fuiters' mifery 

Can write in jeft ? If all things be in all, 

As I think, fince all which were, are, and (hall ZO 

Be, be made of the fame elements, 

Each thing each thing implies or rcprefents; 

Then man is a world, in which officers 

Are the vaft ravifhing feas, and fuiters 14 

Springs, now full, now (hallow, now dry, which to 

That which drowns them tun : thefe felf reafons do 
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Prove the world a man, in which officers 

Are the devouring ftomach, and fuitors 

Th' excrements which they void. All men are duft % 

fiow much worfe are fuitors, who to men's luft ao 

Are made preys \ O worfe than duft or worms* meat f 

For they eat you now whole felves worms (hall eat. 

They are the mills which grind you ; yet you are 

The wind which drives them ; and a waftful war 

Is fought againft you, and you fight it : they a$ 

Adulterate law, and you prepare the way, 

Like wktals ; th* iflue your own ruin is. 

Greatcft and faireft Emprefs ! know you this ? 

Alas ! no more than Thames' calm head doth know . 

Whofe meads her arms drown,or whofe corn o'erflow. 

You, Sir, whofe righteoufnefs fhe loves, whom I, 31 

By having leave to ferve, am moft richly 

For fervice paid authoriz'd, now begin 

To know and weed oat this enormous fin. 

O Age of rtefty Iron ! fome better wit 35 

Call it fome worfe name, if ought equal it. 

Th' Iron Age was when jufttce was fold ; now 

lnjuftice is fold dearer far. Allow 

All claim'd fees and duties, gamefters, anon 

The money which you fwcat and fwear for 's gone 40 

Into' other hands. So controverted lands 

'Scape, like Angelica, the ftriver's hands. 

If law be in the judge's heart, and he 

Jiarc no heart to refill letter or fee, 44 
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Where wilt thou appeal ? power of the courts below 
Flows from the firft main head ; and thefe can throw 
Thee, if they fuck thee in, to mifery, 
To fetters, halters. But if th' injury 
Steel thee to dare complain, alas ! thou go' ft 
Againft the ftream, upwards, when thou art moll 50. 
Heavy and raoft faint ; and in thefe labours they, 
'Gainfl whom thou fhouldft com plain, will in thy way- 
Become great feas, o'er which, when thou ihalt be 
Forc'd to make golden bridges, thou ihalt fee 
That all thy gold was drown'd in them before. 55 
All things follow their like, only who have may 'have 
Judges are gods ; and he who made them fo [more. 
Meant not men mould be forc'd to them to go 
By means of angels. When fupplications 
We fend to God, to dominations, 60 
Powers, cherubins, and all heaven's courts, if we 
Should pay fees, as here, daily bread would be 
Scarce to kings; fo *t is. Would it not anger 
A Stoick, a coward, yea, a martyr, 
To fee a purfuivant come in, and call 65 
AU his clothes Copes, books Primers, and all 
His plate Chalices; and mif-take them away, 
And aft: a fee for coming ? Oh ! ne'er may 
Fair Law's white rev'rend name be trumpeted, 
To warrant thefts : Ihc is eftablifhed 70 
Recorder to Deftiny on earth, and ihe 
Speaks Fate's words, and tells who muA be 
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Rich, who poor, who in chairs, and who in gaols : 
She is all fair, hut yet hath foul long nails, 
With which fhe fcratcheth fuitors. In bodies 75 
Of men, fo in law, nails are extremities ; 
So officers ftretch to more than law can do, 
As our nails reach what no elfe part comes to. 
Why bar'ft thou to yon' officer ? Fool ! hath he 
Got thofe goods for which erft men bar'd to thee ? 80 
Fool ! twice, thrice, thou haft bought wrong and now 
hungerly 

Begg'ft right, hot that dole comes not till thefe dy. 
Thou hadft much, and law'sUrim and Thummim try 
Thou wouldft for more ; and for all haft paper 
Enough to cloath all the great Charrick's pepper. 85 
Sell that, and by that thou much more ihalt leefe 
Than Hammon, when he fold 's antiquities. 
O Wretch ! that thy fortunes fhould moralize 
JEfop's Fables, and make tales prophelics. 
Thou art the fwimming dog, whom fliadows cozened, 
Which div'ft, near drowning, for what vanifhed. 9X 

SATIRE VI. 

M en write that love and reafon difagree, 
But I ne'er faw 't expreft as *t is in thee. 
Well, I may lead thee, God muft make thee fee ; 
But thine eyes blind too, there 's no hope for thee. 
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Thou fay 'ft fee 's wife and witty, fair and free ; 5 
All thefc arc rcafons why fee feouldfcorn thee. 
Thou daft proteft thy love, and wottkift it fhow 
By matching her, as (he would match her foe; 
And wouldft per f wade her to a worfe offence 
Than that whereof thou didft acenfe her wench. 10 
Reafon there 's none for thee, hat thou tnxftit. vex 
Her with example. Say, for fear her fex 
Shun her (he needs muft change ; I do not fee 
How reafon e'er can bring that muft to thee. 
Thou art a match a juftke to rejoyce, t$ 
Fit to be his, and not hid daughter's choice. 
Dry'd with his threats fee 'd fcarcely ftay with thee, 
And wouldft th' have this to chufe thee, being free f 
Go, then, and puniih fome foon gotten ftuff ; 
For her dead hufband this hath mourn'd enough %o 
In hating thee. Thou may 'it one like this meet ; 
Fc^rfpighttakeher,provekind,makethybreathfweet: 
jLet her fee Ihe 'hath caufe, and to bring to thee 
Honeft children, let her difeoneft be. 
If fee be a widow, I '11 warrant her 25 
She '11 thee before her firll hulbaud prefer ; 
And will wife thou hadft had her maidenhead, 
(She '11 love thee fo) for then thou hadft been dead. 
But thou fuch ftrong love and weak reafons hail, 
Thou niuft thrive there, or ever live difgrae'd. 30 
Yet paufe a while, and thou may'ft live to fee 
A time to come wherein fee may beg thee. 
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If thou 'It not paufe nor change, (he'll beg thee now, 

Do what (he can, love for nothing allow. 

Befides, here were too much gain and merchandife, 

And when thou art rewarded defert dies. 36 

Now thou haft odds of him fhe loves ; he may doubt 

Her conftancy, but none can put thee out. 

Again, be thy love true, (he'll prove divine, 

And in the end the good on \ will be thine ; 40 

For tho* thou muft ne'er think of other love, 

And £0 wilt advance her as high above 

Virtue as caufe above effcA can be, 

'Tis virtue to be chaft, which (he % make thee. 44 
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AN EPITHALAMION 

Cn Frederick Count Palatine of the Rhync, and the Lady 
Elizabeth^ ffelng married on St, Valentine's day. 

I. 

Hail, Bilhop Valentine ! whofc day this is, 
AJ1 the air is thy diocefe, 
And all the chirping chorifters 
And other birds are thy pariihioners ; * 
Thou marry'ft every year J 
The lyrique lark and the grave whifpering dove j 
The fparrow, that negleds his life for love, 
The houfliold bird with the red ftomacher ; 
Thou mak'ft the black-bird fpeed as foon 
As doth the goldfinch or the halcyon ; JO 
The hufband cock looks out, and ftrait is fped, 
And meets his wife, which brings her feather-bed. 
This day more chearfuliy than ever Ihine ; 
This day, which might inflame thyfelf, old Valentine ! 
II. 

Till now thou warm'dA with multiplying loves 
Two larks, two fparrows, or two doves; 
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All that is nothing unto this, 

For thou this day coupleft two phoenixes. 

Thou mak'ft a taper fee 

V^hat the fun never faw, and what the ark 26 
(Which was of fowl and beafts the cage and park) 
Did not contain ; one bed contains thro' thee 
Two phoenixes; whofe joyned breads 
Are unto one another mutual nefts ; 
Where motion kindles fuch fires as fhall give if 
Young phoenixes, and yet the old fliajl live; 
Whofe love and courage never fhall decline, 
But make the whole year thorough thy day, O Valen- 
III. [tine! 
Up then, fair phoenix Bride! fruflrate the fun; 
Thyfelf from thine affe&ion 30 
Tak'ft warmth enough, and from thine eye 
All leffcr birds will take their jollity* 
Up, up, fair Bride ! and call 
Thy ftars from out their feveral boxes i; take 
Thy rubies, pearls, and diamonds, forth, and make 
Thyfelf a conftellation of them all ; 36 
And by their blazing fignifie # 
That a great princefs falls, but doth not die : 
Be thou a new ftar, that to us portends 
Ends of much wonder, and be thou thofe erids. 46 
Since thoil doft this day in new glory ihine, 
May all men date records from this day, Valentine! 

Mij 
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Come forth, come forth ! and as one glorious flame 

Meeting another grows the fame, 

So meet thy Frederick, and fo 4 $ 

To an unfeparahle union go ; 

Since reparation 

Falls not on fuch things as are infinite, 
Nor things which are but once an difunite ; 
You *re twice inseparable, great, and one. 50 
Go then to where the Bi&op (lays 
To make you one ; his way, which divers ways 
Muft be effected ; and when all is paft, 
And that y ' are one, by hearts and hands made fail, 
You two have one way left yourferves t' entwine, 5^ 
Befidcs this Bilhop's knot of Biihop Valentine. 
V. 

But, oh ! what ails the fun, that hence he flayt 

Longer to-day than other days f 

Stays he new light from thefeto get ? 

And finding here fuch liars is loth to let f 66 

And why do you two walk 

60 flowly pae'd in this proceflion ? 

I3 all your care but to be look*d upon, 

And be to ethers fpe&acle and talk f 

The feaft with gluttonous delays ©J 

Is eaten, and too long their meat they praife. 

The mafquers come late, and I think will ftay, 

Like Fairies, till the cock crow them away. 
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Alas ! did not Antiquity affign 
A night as well as day to thee, old Valentine \ 70 
VI; 

They did, and night is come ; aixd yet we fee 
Formalities retarding thee. 
What mean tbefe ladies, which (as tho' 
They were to take a clock in pieces) go 
So nicely about the bride \ f$ 
A bride, before a good-night could be faid* 
Should vanifti from her clothes into her bed* 
As fouls from bodies ileal, and are not fpy'd. 
But now me *s laid : what tho* flic be ? 
Yet there are more delays; for where is he ? 80 
He comes, andpaffeth thro' fphear after fphear; 
Jirft hef iheets, then her arms, then any where. 
Let not this day, then, but this night, be thine j 
Thy day was but the eve to this, O Valentine 1 
VII. 

pare lies a (he fun, and a he moon there $ 8 < 

She gives the beft light to his fphere; 
Or each is both, and all, and fo 
They unto one another nothing owe J 
And yet they do ; but are 

So juft and rich in that coin wnich they pay, 90 
That neither would, nor needs, forbear nor ilay ; 
Keither defires to be fpar'd nor to fpare ; 
They quickly pay their debt, and then 
Take no acquittances, but pay again : 

Miij 
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They pay, they give, they lend, and fo let fall '<fif 
No occafion to be liberal. 

More truth, more courage, in thefe two do fhine 
Than all thy turtles have, and fparrows, Valentine f 
VIII. 

And by this act of thefe two phoenixes 

Nature again reftored is; XOO 

For fince thefe two are two no more, 

There 's but one phoenix ftill, as was before. 

Reft now, at laft, and we 

(As Satyrs watch the fun's uprife) will (lay 

Waiting when your eyes opened let out day, lOjf 

Only defired, becaufe your face we fee ; 

Others near you fliall whifp'ring fpeak, 

And wagers lay, at which fide day will break, 

And win , by obferving then whole hand it is 

That opens firft a curtain, her's or his. JIO 

This will be try'd to-morrow after nine, 

Till which hourwe thy day enlarge, O Valentine » n% 
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made at Lincoln's inn. 
I* 

The fun-beams in the Eaft are fpread, 
Leave, leave, fair Bride ! your foiitary bed ; 
No more (ball you return to it alone, 
It nurfeth fadnefs; and your bodie's print, 
Like to a grave, the yielding downe doth dint : $ 
You and your other you meet there anon ; 
Put forth,put forth,that warm balm-breathing thigh, 
Which when next time you in thefe Iheets will fmo- 
There it mult meet another, [ther 
Which never was, but muft be oft' more nigh. so 
Come glad from thence, go gladder than you came r 
To-day put on perfe&ion and a woman's name. 
II. 

Daughters of London ! you which be 

Our golden mynes and furniih'd treafurie • 

You which are angels, yet iiill bring with you l£ 

Thousands of angels on your marriage days, 

Help with your prefence, and devifc to praife 

Thefe rites, which alfo unto you grow due ; 

Conceitedly drels her, and be aflign'd 

By you lit place for every flower and jewel ; 20 

Make her for Love fit fuel 

As gay as Flora, and as rich as Indie ; 

So may Ihe, fair and rich, in nothing lame, 

T o-day put on perfection and a woman's name. 
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III. 

And you, frotique Patricians! 

Sons of thofe fenators, wealth's deep oceans ; 

Ye painted Courtiers! barrels of others' wits, 

Ye Country men ! who bat your beafts love none ; 

Ye of thofe fellowihips, whereof he '» one, 

Of ftudy and play made ftrange hermaphrodits, 30 

Here mine ; this bridegroom to the temple bring, 

Loe! in yon' path which ftore of ftrew'd fiow'rt 

graceth, 
The fober virgin paccth ; 
Except my fight fail *t is no other thing : 
Weep not, nor blufh, here is no grief nor uanie ; 
To-day put on perfection and a woman's name; 

Thy two-leav'd gates, fair Temple! unfold, 

And thefe two in thy (acred bdfom hold, 

Till myftically joyn'd but one they be ; 

Then may thy lean and hunger-ftarved womb 4O 

Long time etped their bodies and their tomb, 

Long after their own parents fatten thee. 

All elder claims, and aU cold barrennefs, 

All yielding to new loves be far for ever, 

Which might thefe two dinever, 

Always all th' other may each one poffeis; 

For the beft bride, beft worthy of przdfe and fame, 

To-day puts on perfection and a woman's name* 
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V< 

Winter days bring much delight, 

Nor for themfclves, but for they foou bring night ; 

Other fwects wait thee than thefe diverfe meats^ 5 X 

Other dtfports than dancing 1 jollities, 

Other love-tricks than glancing with the eyes; 

But that the fun ftill in our half fphear f wests ; 

He flies in winter, but he now ftands ftill, 5$ 

Yet fhadows turn ; noon-point he hath attained, 

His fteeds will be reftrain'd, 

But gallop lively down the weftern hall; 

Thou (halt, when he hajth run the he^v'ns half 

frame, - v 
To-night put on perfe&ionand a woman's name. 60 
VI. 

The amorous evening-&ar is role, 

Why then mould not our amorous ftar indole ' 

HcrfeH* in her wifh'd bed ? Releafe your firings,' 

Muficians! and, Dancers! take fome truce 

With thefe your pleafing labours ; for great ufe 6 j 

As much wearinefs as perfection brings. 

You, and not only you but all toyl'd bead 

Reft duly ; at night all their toy Is are difpene'd^ T * 

But in their beds commenced 

Are other labours, and more dainty feafts. 76 

6he goes a maid who, left fee turn the fame, 

To-night puts on perfection and a woman's name, 
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VII. 

Thy virgin's girdle now untye, 
And in thy nuptial bed (Love's altar) lye 
A pleating facrifice ; now difpoflefs 7^ 
Thee of thefe chains and robes which were put on 
T' adorn the day, not thee; for thou alone, 
Like Virtue and Truth, are beft in nakednefs : 
This bed is only to virginity 
A grave, but to a better ftate a cradle ; . Zo 

Till now thou waft but able 
To be what now thou art ; then that by thee 
No more he faid I may be, but I am, 
To-night put on perfe&ion and a woman's name* 
VIII. 

Ev'n like a faithful man, content 8 $ 

That this life for a better ihould be fpent, 

So (he a mother's rich (Hie doth prefer, 

And. at the bridegroom's wifh'd approach doth lie, 

Like an appointed lamb, when tenderly 

The prieft comes on his knees t' imbowel her. 90 

Now fleep or watch with more joy ; and, oh \ light 

Of heav'n ! to-morrow rife thou hot and early, 

This:fun will love fo dearly 

Her reft, that long, long, we ihall want her fight. 

Wonders are wrought ; for (he which had no name 

To-night puts on perfection and a woman's name. 96 

^1 1 ■ 
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DECEMBER 36. l6l3. 

tfJUphanes finding Idiot in the country in Cbrijlmas-time % 
reprehends bis ahfence from Court at the marriage oftho 
Ear I of Somerftt: Idios gives an Of count of his purpofi 
therein, and of bis adions there, 

ALLOPHANES. 

Unseasonable man ! ftatue of ice ! 

What could to country's folitude entice 

Thee in this year's cold and decrepit time ? 

Nature's inftin & draws to the warmer clime 

Ev'n fmallcr birds who by that courage dare Jf 

In numerous fleets fail thro' their fea, the air. 

"What delicacy can in fields appear, 

Whilft Flora herfelf doth a frize jerkin wear ? 

Whilft winds do all the tree* and hedges ftrip 

Of leaves, to furnifh rods enough to whip XO 

Tky madnefs from thee, and all fprings by froft 

Having tak'n cold and their fweet murmurs loft? 

If thou thy faults or fortunes wouldft lament 

With juft Solemnity, do it in Lent. 

At court the fpring already advanced is, J$ 

The fun flays longer up ; and yet not hU 

The glory is ; far other, other fires : 

Firft zeal to ptjnce and ftate, then Love's defires, 

Burn in one breaft, and, like heav'n's two great lights, 

The firft doth govern days, the other nights : ao 
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And then that early light which dx5 appear 

Before the fun and moon created were, 

The prince's favour, is diffused o'er all, 

from which" all fortunes, names, and natures, fall ; 34 

Then from thofe wombs of liars, the bride's bright 

s/Vt er'ry glance a conitellation flies, [^yes, 

And fows the court with ftars, and doth prevent 

In light and power the all-ey'd firmament. 

Firll her eyes kindle other ladies' eyes, 

Then from their beams, their jewels, lufters rife, 30 

And from their jewels torches do take fire, 

And all is warmth, and light, and good defire. 

Moft other courts, alas! are like to hell, 

yhere in dark plots fire without light doth dwell; 

Or but like ftoves, for lufl and envy get $$ 

Continual but artificial heat. 

Here zeal and love, grown one, all clouds digeft, 

And make our court an c vcrlafling Eaft ; 

And canft thou be from thence ? 

Idios. No, I am there : 40 
As heav'n, to men difpos'd, is ev'ry whe^e ; 
So are thofe courts whofe princes animate 
Not only all their houfe but all their ftate. 
Let no man think, becaufe he 's full, he 'hath all.; 
Kings (as their pattern, God) are liberal 45 
Not only in fulnefs but capacitic, 
Enlarging narrow men to feel and fee, 

I 
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And comprehend the bleflings they beftow. 

So reclus'd hermits oftentimes do know 

More of heave's glory than a worldling can. 50 

As man is of the world, the heart of man 

Is an epitome of God's great book 

Of creatures, and men need no farther look ; 

So *s the country of courts, where fweet peace doth, 

As their own common foul, give life to both : 5 5 

And am I then from court ? 

allophanes. Dreamer! thou art: 
Think' ft thou, Fantaftique ! that thou haft a part 
In the Indian fleet, becaufe thou haft 
A little fpice or amber in thy taft? 6q 
Becaufe thou art not frozen, art thou warm ? 
Seeft thou all good, becaufe thou feeft no harm ? 
The earth doth in her inner bowels hold 
Stuff well difpos'd, and which would fain be gold, 
But neyer (hall, except it chance to lye 6f 
So upward, that Heav'n gild it with his eye. 
As for divine things, faith comes from above, 
£0, for beft civil ufe all tinctures move 
From higher powers : from God religion fprings, 
Wifdom and honour from the ufe of kings ; 70 
Then unbeguile thyfelf, and know with me, 
That angels, tho' on earth employ'd they be, 
Are ftill in heav'n ; fo is he ftill at home 
That doth abroad to honeft actions come. 

Volume L N 
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Chide thyfelf then, O Fool! which yefter day ?i 

Might'ft have read more than all thy books bewray. 

Haft thou a hiftory which doth prefent 

A court where all affe&ions do affent 

Unto the king's, and that that king's are jail ? 

And where it it no levity to truft, 8d 

Where there is no ambition but t'obey, 

Where men need whifper nothing and yet may; 

Where the king's favours are fo plac'd, that all 

Find that the king therein is liberal 

To them, in him, becaufe his favours bend 85 

To virtue, to tlie which they all pretend? 

Thou haft no fuch, yet here was this, and more ; 

An earneft lover, wife then, and before. 

Our little Cupid hath faed livery, 

And is no more in his minority; 96 

He is admitted now into that breaft 

Where the king's counfels and his fecrets reft. 
What haft thou loft ? O ignorant man ! 

idios. 1 knew 
All this, and only therefore 1 withdrew. 95 
To know and feel all this, and not to havo 
Words to tgprefsit, makes * man a grave 
Of his own thoughts : I would not therefore ftay 
At a great feaft, having no grace to fay; 
And yet I 'fcap'd not here ; fcr being come XCX* 
full of the common joy, I uttcr'd fomc. 
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$lftad then this Nuptial-fong, which was not made 

Either the court or men's hearts to invade ; 

But fince I 'm dead and buried, I could frame 

No epitaph which might advance my fame X05 

So much as this poor Song, which tcftifies 

I did unto that day fome facrifice. 

. I. THE TIME Of THE MARRIAGE. 

Thou art repriev 'd, old Year ! thou ihalt not die, 

Tho* thou upon thy deathbed lie, 

Andihouldft within five days expire; . HQ 

Yet thou art reicU'd fronj a mightier fire 

Than thy ol4foul, the.futt, 

When he doth in his laftgeft circle run. 

The pafl&ge of the Weft or Baft would thaw, 

And open wide their eafi© liquid jaw 1 15 

To all #ur (hips, could a Promethean art 

.Bkher unto the Northern Pole impart 

.ThfiPfe<^th«fei»nami«gey^,or(rftW 

II. EQJMHTY OF PERSOtfi. 

JJ u r, undif«cmin£ Mufe! Which heart, which eyes, 

In this new couple doft tho« prise, 1 10 

When his eye as inflaming is 

&s her's, and her heart loves as well as his ? 

J$« try'd by beauty, and then 

bridegroom is a toaid r and not a man ^ 
Nij 
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If by that manly courage they be try'd ttj 
Which fcorns unjuft opinion, then the bride 
Becomes a man : ihould chance or envie'9 art 
Divide thefe two, whom Nature fcarce did part, 
Since both have the inflaming eye, and both the loving 
heart ? 

IH. RAISING OF THE BRIDEGROOM* 

Tji o' it be fome divorce to think of you X 3c) 

Single, fo much one are yon two, 
JLet me here contemplate thee 
Firft, chearful Bridegroom ! and firft let me fee- 
How thou pre vent'ft the fun, 
And his red foaming horfes doft outrun ; 1 35 

How, having laid down in thy foveraigft's breaft 
'Ail bufinefles, from thence to reinveft 
Them, when thefe triumphs ceafe, thou forward art 
To fhew to her, who doth the like impart, 139 
The fire of thy inflaming eyes, and of thy loving heart. 

IV. RAISING OF THE BRIDE. 

But now to thee, f air Bride J it is fome wrong 

To think thou wert in bed fo long ; 

Since foon thou lieft down firft, 'tis fit 

Thou iii firft rifing ihould allow for it. 

Powder thy radiant hair, 14$ 

\V hich if without f uch aihes thou wouldft wear, - 
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Thou whd, to all which come to look upon, 
Wirt meant lor Ph«o*a, wouklft bo Phaeton. 
For our, cafe gi*« thjae>eyto th' uuufital part 
Of joy, a tear ; fo qjueittht,. thou may 'ft impart 15a 
To w that acta* thy* inflaming eyes, to him thy lo- 
ving heart. 

V. HER APPARELLING. 

Thus thou defcend'A to our infirmity* 
Who can the fun m water* fee; 
$0 floft thou when in &k' and gold 
Thou cloud'ft thyfelf ; iineo wo whkh do behold 15J 
Are dud andworjoft, 'tisjuft . ^ 

Our objects be the fruits of worms and dufl. 
Let ev'ry jewel be a glorious- flar, 
Yet ftafi are not fo pure as* thai* fphears are. j „ 
And thV thoo ftoo|» V appear to us it fart* , 1 6a 
Still in that pi&oro t&otf wtirely art, 
Which thy inflaming: eymh&f* made withia his lo* 
viag heart. 

VI. GOING TO THE CHAPEL. 

Now from your caf£ you ilfiie forih, and we, 

As men whkh thro* a cyf*ef» feo 

The rifing fun, do think it two ; 165. 

So as you go to church do think of you 1 

£ut that vail being go*e, 

By the church rites you are from thenceforth ono, 
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The church triumphant made this match before, * 
And ntiw the militant doth itrive it© more. 1 76* 
Then, reverend Prieft \ wherGodU recorder art j ' 
Do fr dm his di&ates to thefe two impart • 
All Weflings which are feen, or thought, by angel** 
eye or heart. 

VII. THE PENEPICTION. 

Blest pair of Swans ! oh ! may you interbrin£ 

Daily new joys, and never fing : tjjj 

liive till all grounds of wifhes fail, 

Till honour, yea, till wifdom, grow fo ftale, 

That new great heights to trie, 

It mull ferve your ambition to die. 

Raife heirs, and may here to the world's end live 1 80 

Heirs from this king to take thanks, you to give. 

Nature and grace do all, and nothing art. 

May never age or errour overthwart [heart* 

With any well thefe radiant eyes* with any north thif 

VIII. 4 EAST* AND REVELS. 

But you are over-bleft : plenty this day 1S5. 

Injures; it caufeth time to ftay : 

The tables groan, as tho' this fcaft 

Would, as the flood, deflroy all fowl and beaft. 

And Wcfe the do&rine new 

*i lot the earth mov'd, this day would makjs it true y 
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For every part to dance and revel goes ; xo*t 
They tread the air, and fall riot where they #ofe. 
Tho' fix hours firice die 6m to bed did part, 
The nia&s and banquet* will not yet impart 194 
A funftttttthefe weary eye*, * center to this heart* - 

r I^. THE BRIDE'S COIN O TO BED. 

What mean'ft.thou, Bride! ihis company tcrkeep f 
Tedit up till thou fain would fleep f 
Thou may'ft not when thou' rt laid do fo : 
Thyfelf muft to him a new banquet grow, 
And you muft entertain, 206 
And do all (his day's dances o'er again. 
Know, that if fun and moon together do 
Rife in one point, they denot fet fo too : 
Therefore thou may'ft, fair Bride! to bed depart % 
Thou art not gone being gone ; where'er thou art ao£ 
Thou leav'ft in him thy watchful eyes, in him thy 
loving heart* ' ■ •» ■ . f -* 

t r~- - t -c \\ 

X. THE BRIDEGROOM'S COMING. 

As he that fees a liar fall rims apace, 

And finds a gelly in the place ; 

So doth the bridegroom bafte as much, 

Being told this ftar is fain, and -finds her fuch. #10 

And as friends may look ftrange 

3y a new frfliion or apparel* * change, 
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Their fouls, tho v k>fc$ acfaaiattd they had heat* "* 
Theft cic*he* th$it fcodic* >»f *cc y«t had feca 2 
Therefore at firftihftwjdeWy »if be ftaffcl r. . I' 
Pot muft forthwith fiwrrttftder wry part [heart. 
As fredy at eftehta^ Wort gav* either bmd #r 

XI. THE GOOD-NIGHT. 

Now, as in TutliaYtoriib on* lamp burnt clear, 

May thefe love-lam|4!W<,hw.cJdhrirtJ : ' a*0 
In warmthi fight, lajfcia& ****** UhtdiviHtl 
Fire ever doth afpiecy ;....,»• - 
And makes all like itfelf, turnip tofo* 
But ends in aft*** whfaluhtfccsiiafct d** ' : 
Fornoneofthefoitfucl^lmtrfilW'tq^ • . *%£ 
This is joy's bonfire the%tviher* love'fc ftnag acta 
Make of fo>mMe \*torto&&ym* [hearts. 
One fire of fetfr mfiaming eye* and of two. tavitfff 

xsaoa. As I ha^ towightthisrtong, thatl jfcaydt 
Aperfeafacrifice,rilburnitte»* 230 

alloph. No, Sir, this paper I have juftly got, 
For in burnt incenfe the perfume is not 
His only that prefents itf/but .of all. 
Whatever celebrates this Feftival 
Is common, fince the joy thereof is fo; *3J 
Nor may yourfelf he prkft : bat kt me ga 
Saofc to the court, and I will lay *t upon 
Such altars as prize your devotion, %%% 
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I. 

ThOu haft made me, and fhall thy work decay ? 

Repair me now, for now mine end doth hafte ; 

I run to death, and death meets me as faft, 

And all my pleafures are like yefterday. 

I dare not move my dim eyes any way ; $ 

Defpair behind, and death before, doth cad 

Such terror, and my feeble flefh doth wafte 

By fin in it, which it t'wards hell doth weigh. 

Only thou art above, and when t'wards thee 

By tHy leave I can look, I rife again ; M> 

But our old fubtile foe fb tcmpteth me, 

That not one hour myfelf I can fuftain : 

Thy grace may wing me to prevent his art, 

Jind tfioiiy like adamant, draw mine iron heart. 14 

If; 

As due by many titles, I refign 
.; Myfelf to thee, O God ! Firft I was made 
By thee, and for thee ; and when I was decay'd 
Thy bloud bought that,, the which before was thine* 
I am thy fon, made with thyfelf to fliine, 5 
Thy fervant, whnfe pains thou haft ftill repay'd, 
Thy Iheep, thine image ; and, till I betray 'd 
Myfelf, a temple of thy Spirit divine. 
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■^Vhr doth the deril then trim? on me ? ' 
WhUothhefteia,n«y,«vah T that'sth y nght? I* 

Except thou rife, and for thine own work fight, 
Oh' Hha" foon defpair, when I Audi fee [me. 
That thou loVft mankind well, yet wilt not dvwfo 
Andi^b*t»iac f y«isk*ht».°&» e - - H 



in. 



Oa! might thefe fi^ha and tear, return again 
Into my breaft and eye* I have fpent, . 
That I might, mthiabdydueontent, 
Mourn withfome fruit, « 1 have mourn d m v*»! 
I„mine.idQl«r,whatl»wWr.9t«dn Jv S 
dtfne eye.didw.ftei wfcat gr^y hertflrdWrf. 
Thatfuffi:rancewaamy,fialnov»p^t» 
•Caufeldidfrfeii,lninftf»«««^' i . ; . 
Th' hydtoptkk dnmkarov and ^***m&to& 
^eitchyl«ch«,a^iel£^tklwgj^. - - »< 
Have th' remembrance o£ paft joys for rehef 
Of coming ills. Ta (pool) me i8 ^f d 
No eafe; for long yet vehement grief b»* 'be* 
Th' efiWt and eaufe, the pu*Uk»«t and fin. 
»: > ' " 

• IV. 
£> H ! my black foal! no* tk*u art fummowl 
By tfcknefs, Deaths ,! 



la 



14 
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Treafon, and durft not turn to whence he is fled; 

Or like a thief, which, till death's doom be read, 5 

Wifheth himfclf delivered from prifon ; 

But damn'd> amthawl'd to execution, 

Wifheth that ftill he might b' imprifoned : 

Yet grace, if thou repent, thou canft not laek ; 

But who (hall give thee that grace to begin ? to 

Oh ! make thyfelf with holy mourning black, 

And red with blufcing, as thou art with fin ; 

Or walh thee in Chrift'sbloud, which hath this might, 

That, being red, it dies red fouls to white. 14 

V. 

I am a little world, made cunningly 

Of elements and an angelkk fpright ; 

But black fin hath betray'd to endlefs night 

My world's both parts, and (oh !) both parts muft die. 

You, which beyond that heav'n, which was moft high, 

Have found new fphears, and of new land can write, 

Pour new feas in mine eyes, that fo I might ? 

Drown my world with my weeping carneftly, 

Or walh it, if it muft be drown'd no more : 

But, ohl it muft be burnt 1 alas! the fire IC 

Of luft and envy burnt it heretofore, 

And made it fouler : let their flames retire, 

And burn me, O Lord! with a fieri e zeal 

Of thee and thy houfe, which doth in eating heal. 14 
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VI. 

Jfnis is my play'6 laft fccnc ; here Heavens appoint 

My pilgrimage's laft mile ; and my race, 

Idly yet qu ickly run, hath this laft pace, 

My fpan's laft inch, my minute's tateft point, 

And gjuttonous Death will inftantly unjoynt $ 

My hody and foul, and I ihall flecp a fjfece : 

But my* ever-waking part Ihall fee that face 

Whofe fear already fhakes my every joy»t» 

Then as my foul to heav'n, her firft feat, takes flight. 

And earth-born hody in the earth, ihall dwell, ip 

So fall my fins, that all may have their right, 

To where they're bred, and would prefs me to hell. 

Impute me righteous; thus purg'd of evil, 

for thus I leave the world, the £eflj, the #vi|. 14 

VII. 

At the round earth's imagin'd corners blow 

Your trumpets, Angels ! and arife, arife 

From death, you numberlefs infinities 

Of fouls, and to your Scattered bodies go, 

All whom th' flood did, and fire ihall, overthrow j 5 

/All whom war, death, age, ague's tyrannies, 

Defpair, law, chance, hath flain ; and you whofe eyes 1 

Shall behold God, and never tafte death's woe. 

But let them fleep, Lord ! and me mourn a fpace ; 

for if above all thefe my fins abound, 10 

'Tis late to alk abundance of thy grace 

.When we are there. Here on this holy ground 
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Teach me how to repent, for that V ai good 

As if thou 'hadftfeaTd my pardon with thy blood. 14 

VIII. 

If faithful fouhbaaiilwgioriry'd 

As angel*, then my father'* foul doth fee, 

Atid adds this ev'n to full felidtie> 

That valiantly I hell's wide mouth o*erftride ; 

But if our minds to thefe fouls be defcry'd 5 

By rircumfbncca and by figni that be 

Apparent in us not immediately, 

How flail my mind's white truth by them be try 'd I 

They fee idolatrous lovers weep and mourn, 

And ftile biafpherootia conjurers to call Zd 

On Jems' name, and Pharifaieal 

Diffemblers feign devotion. Then turn, 

O perifive Soul ! to God, for he knows heft 

Thy grief, for he put it into my breaft. 14 

IX. 

I» pOyfonoui minerals, and if that tree 

Whofe fruit threw death on (elfe immortal) u* j 

If lecherous goats, if ferpents envious, 

Cannot be damn'd, alas ! why mould I be ? 

Why ihould intent or reafofi, born in me, 5 

Make wis, elfe equal, in me more heinous ? 

And mercy being eafie and glorious 
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To God, in his flern -wrath why threatens he ? 
put who am I that dare difpute with thee!. 

0 God ! oh ! of thine only worthy blood, %Q 
And my tears, make a heav*nly JLcthean flood, 
And drown in it my fin's black memory : 

That thou remember them fomc claim as debt, 

1 think it mercy if thou wilt forget. 14 

X. 

Death ! be not proud, tho' fomc have called thee 

Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not fo ; 

For thofe whom thou think'ft thou doft overthrow 

Die not, poor Death ! nor yet canft thou kill me. 

From reft and flcep, which but thy picture be, 5 

Much pleafure, then from thee much more muft flow; 

And fooneft our beft men with thee do go, 

Reft of their bones, and foul's delivery. [men, 

yhou 'rt Have to Fate, Chance, kings, and defperate 

And doft with poyfon, war, and ficknefs, dwell, 10 

And poppy' or charms can make us flecp as well, 

And better than thy ftroke. Why fwell'ft thou, then I 

One ftiort fleep paft we wake eternally ; 

And death fhaH be no more j Death, thou flialt die. 14 

XI. 

Smt in my face, you Jews, and pierce my fide, 
JBuffct and feoff, fcourge and crucifie me, 
for I have finn'd, and finn'd, and only he . 
Who could do no iniquity hath dy'd, 



Digitized by G00gle 



BOLT SONNlttk t$9 

fiut by my death cannot be fatisfyM $ 

My fins, which pafsthe Jew** hnpietie t 

They kilTd once ah inglorious-man, but I " 

Crucifie him daily, being now glorify 'di 

O let me then his ftrange love ftiU admire. 

Kings pardon, but he bore our punilhment ; 16 

As Jacob came, cloth' d in vile harih atttre, 

But to fupplant, and with gainful Intent : ' 

God doth'd himfelf in vile man's ftefh, that fo 

He might be weak enough to fuffcrwoc. . 14 

: XII. • ' • ' 
Why are we by all creatures waitcdon ? 
Why doc the prodigal elements fappry 
JJfe ancttibbd to me, being more pure than U 
Simpler, and further from corruption ? 
Why brook'ft thou, ignorant horfe ! fubje&ion ? 5 
Whyiferybuv liuttand boar, ftffiltily 
p! ffcmble wealtnefs, «*d by one mah^s Aroke die, 
Whofc whokkmdybu might fwaBow r andfcedupon? 
Weaker babti woe 'a me ! andwprfe than you : ' 
You have not (inn'd, nor need be timorous, Id 
But wonder at a greater, for to.us> ; ' ' 
Created nature doth thefe things fubdue; - 
But their Creator, whom fin nor nature ty'd, 
For us, his creatures and his foe«;hath dy'd. 14 

< ■ ,?ru 1 ■ ■ 

Oij 
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xin. 

What if thi* prtfimt vrtr* the worlds kft night ^ 

Mark in my heart* QSoul ! where tfaoudoiUwell, 

The pi&urc of €hrift cnieify'd, and tdl 

Whether his cotBtfcnance can the* tfiHght; 

Tears in hit eye* qoerich the amaTing light ; .4 

Bloud mii^»fc*Wjae > whichfo^ 

And can that tongue adjudge thee onto tell 

WWchpr*yMfoi*i*e*e6for^ 

Jfp, no; buta»in_myidola±ri« • / 

I faid to all my profane miftreffes, 10 

Beahty of pity, fbulnefs a*ly is 

A fign of ri£e*r» fo I iay to thee : 

To wicked fpirjttartt horrid fapetaifignM ; . 

ThisbealitfliHiaiTOiAiaw 14 

; ... • XIV. • 
Batter my bea^^thf eo-perfon'd Gtni, for you 
As yet btfoifeoek* breath* fhioe, and&ek to mend, 
That I nwrt rifoand∧ overthrow fae\ and bend 
Your force bahreak* hlow, bum, and-makdme new. 
I, like an^BiaaaKftawnVt* another due; ■ J 
Labour t* admit yoo,bu* 4 oh1 tonoead & . , : * 
Reafon, yourtfceeroy<mm*v w*.fh^ 
But is c^tir 'id* and jam ves w**koi <u»tene j i 
Yet dearly 1 bwtyb^and "Wooidbc kr^d fafoj 
But am betroth*d unto your enemy. XO 
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(J>i vorce me, untie, or break that knot a£ain 5 
Take mc toy ouVimprifon mc; for/1, vi / 
Except you? enthrall me, new lhatt be free; 
Nor evecchaftc 4 >cxcept yotiraviflime; t4 

c : 

. ^ XV. . :- J 

Wilt thou loue God as he thee ? then *figefl$ 
My Soul I jta wlibleTome meditation, ' 
Jiow God the Spfrityby angels waited on 
In heav'n, doth make his temple in thy bread. 
The Father having begot a Son moil bleft, $ 
And ftill begetting, (for he ne'er begun) 
Hath deign'd to chufe thee by adoption, 
Coheir to 1 his glory', and Sabbath's endlefs reft : 
And as a robb'd man, which by fearch doth find 
His ftoln fluff fold, muft lofe or buy 't again ; I o 
The Sun of gioty came down and was flain, 
Us, whom he 'had made, and Satan ftole, t' unbind. 
'Twas much that man was made like God before, 
Bat that God mould be made like man much more. 14 

XVI. 

Father, part of his double intereil 
Unto thy kingdom thy Son gives to me ; 
His joynturc, in the knotty Trinity 
» He keeps, and gives to me his death's conqueft. 
ThisLamb, whofe death with life the world hath bleft, 

Oiij 
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Was fr f m the wadd'B beginning (bus* and he 
Hath made two taHk which, witktfMrlcgicie 
Of his and thy kingdom, thy mnfcinvdl ii: o ; 
Yet fuch are tbdeiaws, that men argue yofc 
Whether a man thofe flatutes can fulfill : 
None doth ; hut thy all-healing grace and Spirit 
Revive"ag»»<what kw aad letter ksii^ u 
Thy law's abridgment aadthykE command 
Is aU hut latie^0,lot th» iaft ttfUkaadl i ^ 

t ::..j • ■ - - 1 



Digitized by GoOgle 



I. 

£h£*here do fit 

3Ve fee her not nor them. IMiUtaiftjy* ftiU 
We lemdbcbwajyvnd thus wJiihii1**do. ill. ^ 

VTefufferit. , . . . ; ' L.,^.: ..... S 

II. _ < 
Unhappy he whom youth 'makes nbf beware 
Of doing ill: t ^ f ":a v'> % r 

Enough we labour voder agcqpHbt* t t m 
In number th' errors of the laft placqMO; i 
The greateft ftilL .-nr.: r * » 

Tet we, that mould the ill we now begin , 

As foasr recent* ;T - " \ \ v. •>'•''• \vt»,> . 

(Strang* t **s#l ) perceWenoi; per faults aftenotfeen, 

Bat paft us; neither felt, bn&ftnfyiaQ . 

The punifliment. 1 'J : .1: L »J 

Bit we know ourfelves mere outward Jhow* 
Our minds fo ftore, 

That ovr-foub, zio more dm our eyes, difclofc 
But form and xxjiour : osdy he who knows . 
Himfelf knows more. 2d 
==s==aemsag^sapgqBsasgaoB d qqw mu i i n q 
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